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THRICE-WORTHY and REVEREND q 


Sir WW illiam Bunbury 
| Baronet... 


SIR! 


H E N I had once re- 
ſolved to reprint my 
Volume of 'Sermons, _ intitled 
Chriſtianity as taught in Scrip- 
ture, with Additions, I was not 
long in determining to whom to 
addreſs this Second Edition. 

A grateful Senſe of the many 
great Favours and Kindneſſes 
you have conferred upon Me 
in Times paſt, made me fix im- 
mediately upon You. And'I 
4  _ 


vi DEDICATION. 
doubt not from the Experience 
of your known Goodneſs and 
Candour, but You will favout- 
ably incline to, and indulge Me 
in this Deſign. 

Beſides as Virtus and Truth 
are your two moſt amiable 
Qualities and inſeparable Com- 
panions, this Volume, whoſe 
ſole end is Virtue and Truth, 
is naturally 'drawn by a kind 
of Sympathy both 'to ſeek, and 
put itſelf under your ProteSfion. 

And the Honour, the great 
Honour I do Myſelf in dedi- 
cating this Volume to You, Sir, 
will ſtraight appear, when I 05. 
clare, and 1 ſpeak but the 
| XI 
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Truth, that as Ariſtides did in 
the Athenian and heſt Commons 
wealth, that I read of in Hiſto- 
ry, ſo have You in this our bef- 
ter One, obtained by your great 
Virtue, general Humanity and 
Benevolence the Title of THE 
GOOD. | 
This I hear generally, and 
can particularly confirm it from 
my own certain Experience; 
having for many years paſt con- 
ſtantly, whether Worlaly Per- 
ſous ſmiled or frowned upon 
Me, enjoyed your great Friend- 
{hip, Countenance and Favour, 
on all Occaſions one and the 
ſame, unaltered, undiminiſhed. 
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I cannot be too mindful of 


ſo great Friendſhip, Humanity, 


and Goodneſs; nor can I be too 
general in my moſt grateful 
Reſentment for the ſame. | 
I therefore take this Publick 


| Opportunity of diſcharging this 


Great Debt of Gratitude; and 
in this View declare and ſub- 
{ſcribe Myſelf, 


Moſt excellent Sir! 


Your thrice-obliged 


And ever- devoted Servant 


R. KE DING TON. 
| Kedington, May I, 1747. * 
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PREFACE. 


Have treated the ſubject- matter of 
the firſt Sermon in this Volume 
more fully than common in a diſcourſe 
of this kind and length, both in evinc- 
ing the Folly of Heatheniſm and In- 
ſufficiency of Reaſon in religious in- 
quiries, and the conſequent neceſſity 
of Revelation: hoping by this means 
to ſatisfy all, into whoſe hands it may 
happen to come, of the exceeding want 
and benefit of Revelation in general, 
and the truth and excellency of the 
Chriſtian in particular. 
And in this and the following ones 
I have all along endeavoured to eſta- 
bliſh the famplicity and purity of that 
excellent Religion the Son of God him- 
ſelf taught us, as it deſcended from 
heaven at firſt; and free from all Pa- 
piſtical error and fraud, fanatical fury, 
and 
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and doating ſuperſtitions of every kind; 
or any debaſing mixtures or wild addi- 
tions whatever; introduced from time 
to time by bold and enterprizing men, 
which have greatly ſullied and deform- 
ed it: and conſtantly ſo much expoſed 
it to the various attacks of Infidels of 
every kind. 

There is nothing contradictory or 


impoſſible in the Chriftian Religion, 


as delivered in'the Scriptures: but it is 
in its native purity the moſt rational 
and holy Inftitution of all others: its 
Ordinances are few in number, -plain, 


| eaſy of obſervation, and noble in their 


uſe and fignificancy; and calculated 
for a general utility: in one word tis 
the ſource of truth and peace here, and 
of everlaſting happineſs hereafter. 
The cauſe of true and genuine 
Chriſtianity as taught in the holy 
Scripture, is the Cauſe of God: and 
| the 
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he ſupporting and promoting its fa- 
cred uncorrupted Truth, the nobleſt 
taſk we can undertake for the good of 
men. Truth is the ſeal of God, the 
earneſt of the Spirit“, er TROY 
affurance of life eternal. 

But many I know are ſo much ad- 
dicted to their own fond notions and 
accuſtomed prejudices, that Truth to 
their vitiated judgments appears a 
Error; and ſo they commonly miſcall 
it and raiſe a mighty cry againſt it; 
and this has always been'the caſe: the 
divine doctrine received at firſt from 
our bleſſed Saviour and taught by his 
holy Apoſtles was called Hereſy: and 
the ſame contemptible-art will be now- 
a-days practiſed by ſome, if any one 
ſets up to advance and deliver it in 
the fame purity: and this is the buſi- 
neſs J profeſs, the work I have to 


'® 2 Cor: i. 12. 


do *. 
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do“. All I aim at is Truth the divine 


and ae truth of the Goſpel, which 
is a bright beam and: efflux. of divine 
wiſdom itſelf: a radiant: light to the 
ſoul of Man, as the glorious Sun to 
this lower marks and this I have al- 
ways above meaſure thirſted after, be- 


To endeavour (ſays Dr. Leland) to ſeparate 
pure and uncorrupted Chriſtianity, as taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles from debaſing mixtures, 
and the corrupt additions that have been made to 
it; is undoubtedly a noble and uſeful work; and 
when *tis properly performed is doing a real Ser- 
vice to Chriſtianity, and tendeth to eſtabliſh the 
credit of it and promote its ſacred truths. View 
of Deiſtical Writers, vol. 2. p. 637. octavo. And 
(ſays Dr. Fortin) as the oppoſers of the Goſpel 
have frequently had recourſe to arguments ad 
hominem, and have taken advantage from modern 
ſyſtems and from the writings of divines of this or 
that perſuaſion ; ſo the defenders of revelation 
have often found themſelves under a neceſſity of 
reducing things to the venerable Chriſtianity of the 
New Teſtament; and of adventuring no further: 
and of declining the reſt as not eſſential to the 
cauſe, and to the controverſy. Remarks on Ec- 

cefiaſticul Hiſtory, vol. 1. pref. p. 35. | 
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ing fully perſuaded that a fairer or 
more divine portion could never befall 
any man, than the acquiſition and 
enjoyment of this divine knowledge. 
And the purſuit of this truth has 
been my only care from my youth up; 
even ever ſince I underſtood the mean- 
ing of the Word: for this have J for- 
ſaken and neglected all hopes, all de- 
fires, which might in the leaſt” bias, 
hinder, or divert me from the path 
that leads directly to it: and I have 
employed my time, my means, and 
beſt abilities for the acquiſition and 
enjoyment of that light, which it ne- 
ver fails to afford all, who are diligent 
in the ſearch and purſuit of it, as far 
and as much as the cloud which inter- 
cept our mortal ſight and perfect view 
of it in this vale of darkneſs will ſuffer 
and permit: I know at the ſame time 
that it lies far beyond the reach of the 


wit 


th —— — v 


nns 
—— 
* 


—— - — — —— 


— 


9 
— —— — 
—— EED 


xv PREFACE, 


wit or power of any man, and is 4 
thing impoſſible and impracticable to 
remove various and contradictory opi- 

nions out of the world; ſince theſe 
naturally and. unavoidably ariſe from 
human imperfection and human liber- 
ty: and therefore cannot be wholly 
done away and baniſhed from ſocieties 
and communities of men, unleſs we 
had more and fuller knowledge, or 
leis freedom and unreſtrained agency 
ubich if it were the caſe would de- 
ſtroy in the end all Religion and Vir- 
tue. And I know alſo there goes more 
to perſuaſion and conviction with ma- 
ny men than reaſons and arguments, 
and this I cannot furniſh: and there- 
fore no one is leſs troubled to ſee others 


differ from him than mylel{—— 
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But ſtill I moſt ardently and above 
all things aim at truth for my own uſe 
and the good of all, who like to em- 
brace and follow it, that all men may, 
as near as poſſible, wor ſtip God in ſpi- 
rit and in truth*: being verily per- 
ſuaded that truth is not only beft for 
the ſatisfaction and improvement of 
men's minds in this life, and far the 
promoting and ſecuring their future 
happineſs in the next; but alſo is in a 


political view: of the greateſt advantage 


and benefit to the well-being of every 
State, Common- wealth, or Kingdom 
on the earth: which will fully appear 
from this ſingle reflection, that any 
detection of the leaſt error, falſity, or 
impoſition in an eſtabliſhed Religion, 
is apt to carry the minds of men into 
a further 1 inquiry, whether there be no 
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and if on ſuch further ſcrutiny they 
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find more and more of the like kind, 


it naturally makes them in the end 


ready to ſuſpect the whole, and look 
upon it as an impoſition: and as every 
beginning and but partial doubt muſt 
in ſome degree weaken the authority 


and influence of Religion; every addi- 


tional ſuſpicion will certainly do ſo 
more and more: and if ſuch appear- 
ances of deception encreaſe, they will 
at laſt render the whole doubtful and 
of no authority; and of courſe uſeleſs 
to the State. But truth always ap- 
proving itſelf to the underſtanding of 
men, and the more tis examined ſhin- 
ing the brighter and becoming the 
more amiable, perſuaſive, and con- 
vincing; will never fail to take full 
poſſeſſion of the minds of men, and 
ſtrongly draw and engage, and even 
bind their affections, as with hoops of 
ſteel, 
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ſteel, to the love of itſelf, and each 
other reciprocally: and thus promote 
and ſecure moſt effectually the good 
of the communities, to which they 
belong, univerſally and everlaſtingly. 

We of the Church of England 
(praiſed be God) are happy in the 
enjoyment of more truth and greater 
purity of worſhip and diſcipline than 
perhaps any Religious eſtabliſhment in 
the whole Chriſtian world : may kind 
providence vouchſafe to guard the 
Church and perpetually ſhower down 
his choiceſt bleſſings upon it; and 
continue to us and our lateſt poſterity 
this greateſt and beſt of gifts, and the 
full enjoyment of our religious rights 
and liberties, and legal toleration ſa- 
cred and inviolable: and in his own 
good and appointed time, purge and 
cleanſe the Church from every the 
ſmalleſt ſtain or blemiſh; and diſpel 
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and chaſe away by the light of his 
Goſpel any the leaſt cloud or miſt of 
error that may reſt upon the face of it. 
In fine we of this Nation are bleſſed 
above all men in the purity of our 
worſhip, and in our religious freedom 
and liberty: and in the uſe of theſe 
have availed ourſelves of more truth 
and arrived nearer to original uncor- 
rupted Chriſtianity than any people on 
the face of the earth: the free ſpirit 
of inquiry that we have now been 
poſſeſſed of for above two centuries, 
even ever ſince the firſt dawning of the 
Reformation, has been a continual and 
rich ſource of new and additional light: 
| and the further diſtince we are now 
| placed at from the days of corruption, 
groſs ignorance, and ſpiritual darkneſs, 
gives us {till a better opportunity, than 
li} | even our Reforming Anceſtors had, 
| of viewing and conſidering things with 
l ll more 
1589 
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more temper and leſs bias: not having, 
as was their fate, the clog of fond opi- 
nions, inveterate cuſtoms and ceremo- 
nies to ſhackle and impede us in the 
ways of divine knowledge: and we can 
now ſee that the groſs additions and 
ſhameful corruptions, which at length 
the Romiſh faction had ſo greatly mul- 
tiplied and encreaſed, were originally 
introduced and brought into the Church 
by the leading men of the many ſeats 
and parties of the heathen Philoſophers 
and their diſciples on their converſion 
and acceſſion to the faith, after its 
being fully eſtabliſhed in the Empire; 
and as we can ſee theſe things better 
now than even our good forefathers by 
the aid of the fuller light now broke in 
upon us, ſo can we on ſurveying more 
fully their great deformity hold them 
in deſerved hatred and contempt ; and 
eſteem them as in fa& they are, only 
a 2 — 
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as beggarly elements and heatheniſh 
impoſitions + : and reject the many life- 
leſs and -unavailing practices grafted 
upon them with great indignation, and 
thus poſſeſs ourſelves fully of the di- 
vine wiſdom and unſearchable riches a 


Chrift t. 


XX 


0 And many generous perſons duly 


ſenſible of the great happineſs of being 


freed from the heavy chains and fetters 
of Religious impoſition and tyranny, 
with which their forefathers were faſt 
bound down for many ages, are re- 
ſolved to help forward and promote to 
the utmoſt of their power this growing 
Reformation, and happy eſtabliſhment 
I | of this moſt defireable and greateſt of 
bleſſings, as far and wide as poſſible. 
But even here as in all other caſes, 
we have cauſe to remember the un- 


+ See Dr. Middleton's Letter 
＋ Gal. iii. 8. 
happy 


al. iv. 9. 
from Rome. 
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happy frailty of man's nature, who by 
the unreaſonable impetuoſity and vio- 
lence of his paſſions (from whence flow 
all the ills that ſo ſadly blemiſh and in- 
feſt all our lives) is apt to be hurried by 
turns into contrary exceſſes, and from 
one wild extreme into another altoge- 
ther as diſtant from that which is right 
and true: and rarely keeps the golden 
mean, where Virtue fits enthroned 
and whither anbiaſſed Reaſon would 
always lead the ways and take her 
ſtand. 

And accordingly we actually find 
that ſome taken with the Charms of 
Chriſtian Liberty, and acknowledging 
the juſt and undoubted right which all 
men have to the full and free exerciſe 
of it, and thoſe kind and tender re- 
gards comprehended under the exten- 
ſive appellation and divine virtue of 
univerſal Charity : but not duly un- 

a 3 der- 
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derſtanding the true nature and foun- 
dation of the Chriſtian Religion in 
general, and this Virtue in particular: 
while they intend only to put it in 
practice, and encourage its growth a- 
mong men, do in reality greatly diſ- 
honour and obſtruct its prevalency, by 
running themſelves into, and intro- 
ducing libertiniſm and licentiouſneſs in 
its ſtead : and a neglect or indifterency 
for ſome or many very weighty and 
eſſential parts of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; thus prepofterouſly making this 
beneficial virtue, like Pharaoh's lean 
Kine, devour their other duties: and 
thus unhappily loſing, for ever loſing 
the pleaſant delightful ways of truth, 
holineſs, and peace. 

Commonly men are not accuſtomed 
to attend ſo much to a juſt way of rea- 
ſoning, as to their own prejudices, and 
ſome particular words and phraſes to 


which 
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which they have been habituated: and 
therefore conſidering human Nature, 
not as it ought to be, but as it is, raſh, 
heady and overhaſty in concluſions; 
no wonder men are eaſily drawn into 
error by the pretences of charity and 
largeneſs of Mind (which are very en- 
gaging and graceful qualities) in order 
to avoid the being the reputed authors 
of infinite quarrels and diſſenſions: for 
when theſe different colours are laid 
on, the Contraſt and Oppoſition will 
be ſo ſtrong, as to engage the attention 
entirely and divert the mind from a 
due conſideration of the reaſoning it- 
ſelf, which thoſe ſtrong colourings 
throw off to too great a diſtance to be 
diſcerned and examined diſtinctly. 

But did we remember as we ought, 
that the ſame authority which enjoins 
univerſal Charity, and makes it a 
_ Chriſtian Virtue: commands likewiſe 
a 4 every 
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every other Religious Duty; this ſin- 
gle reflection duly attended to would 
inſtantly diſpel and chaſe away the 
thick cloud raiſed by our paſſions and 
precipitate partial determinations: and 
we ſhould diſcern things immediately 
in their true colour, proportion, and 
magnitude, and know ourſelves to be 
indiſpenſibly bound to the punctual 
performance of the whole divine Law 
and Will: to the practice of every Po- 
ſitive as well as Moral duty contained 
in the Goſpel, or learnt from the evi- 
dent deductions of Reaſon. 

And from theſe Principles have I 
endeavoured in the following Diſcourſes 
to fix the true Standard of Chriſtian 
truth and liberty which through the 
groſs additions and wild corruptions of 
former ages was quite loſt ſight of, 
and which many ſince the Reformation 
have fo induſtriouſſy and honeſtly in- 
quired after. And 


N 
4 5 


PREFACE. xx 


And if we thus fand faſt in the 
liberty wherewith Chriſt has made us 


free*, and allow all others to do the 


ſame, we ſhall bring credit to the 
Chriſtian Name; and render it amiable 
to all men, enemies as well as friends: 
and may fairly expect to ſee the 
true pure Chriſtian Religion ſhine forth 
in its own Native ſimplicity and Divine 
beauty: and bring forth its genuine and 
beneficial fruits in great abundance: to 


the glory of God, and happineſs of 


Men, both here and hereafter. 
And thus have I fully and impar- 
tially given my reaſons. for my preſent 
undertaking: and if it proves uſeful in 
any degree towards maintaining and 
promoting the ſacred truths of Chriſti- 
anity, and converting ſome from the 
errors of their ways; I ſhall have my 
end, and think my time and my pains 
Gl. 1. | 
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herein well laid out, and moſt amply 
recompenſed. | 

What I wiſh and defire and moſt 
ardently beg of God on my own behalf, 
is, that this moſt divine Religion may 
take full poſſeſſion of my mind and 
affections, be a conſtant ſhining light 
to my path, guide and ſupport me un- 
der every temptation and trial, com- 
fort me in difficulties and hazards, and 
animate me in all dangers; and con- 
duct me ſafely to the day of death: in 
fine may it diſpoſe and fit me by a 
ſteady courſe of virtue for the fruition 
of that glorious happineſs hereafter, 
which it has taught and inſtructed me 
above all things ardently to thirſt and 
pant after here. 


R. K. 
May 1, 1747. 
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VISITATION. SERMON, 


2 TIM. Chap. I. and latter part of the 
tenth Verſe. 


—— de hath brought Life and 
Immortality to Light through tbe 


Goſpel. 
HE Perſon here ſſ debe of is our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 
and the Apoſtle by aſſerting in theſe 
words that he brought life and i immor- 


tality to light through the Goſpel, may 
at firſt fight ſeem to intimate that theſe 


were truths unknown to former ages, 
and that before his coming into the 
world, the generality of mankind, eſ- 
pecially in heathen countries, had no 
knowledge of a future ſtate and the 
immortality of the ſoul; but that all 
their thoughts and views were termi- 
B 2 nated 
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nated with this life only, without ex- 
pectation or hope beyond the grave. 
But as a ſuppoſition of this kind would 
ſeem to impeach the goodneſs, and 
Juſtice of God, in that he ſhould leave 
the far greater part of the rational 
world entirely without hope and alto- 
gether ignorant of thoſe things which 
concerned their future and eternal hap- 
pineſs, ſo is it wholly groundleſs and 


without foundation: for the notions 


which the heathen world entertained 


univerſally from the earlieſt times of 
the immortality of the ſoul and the 
rewards of virtue after death, ſuffi- 
ciently ſhew their expectation of a 


future and better ſtate: ſtatues erected 


and temples dedicated to their dead 
heroes and benefactors plainly declare 


the ſame thing; and if we conſult the 


writings of their philoſophers we ſhall 


find their arguments in proof of ano- 


ther 


| 
r 
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ther and better life, in which the ſoul 
would live to all eternity, very ratio- 
nal and plauſible; and ſuch indeed 
as deſerved the approbation and aſſent 
of all wiſe and thinking men. They 
learnt the immortality of the ſoul from 


its ſpirituality, and reaſon acquainted 


them as well as us that the preſent un- 
equal diſtribution of things could not 
always laſt: they knew that a. wiſe, 
good, and juſt God would not ſuffer 
virtue to be always oppreſſed * and im- 
piety to continue proſperous and tri- 
umphant; hence therefore they very 


_ rightly concluded there would be a 


future ſtate, in which all things would 
be ſet right; where oppreſſed virtue 
would receive its adequate reward, and 

* Plato de Repub. Lib. 19. 

"Ourus dea vromriov Tees rd dixaix avdpos, tay i TG 
Yignerea, tav T iv vgoog, N TW A Tay Joxuvrul ü, 
WF rir TATE tis ayalev T1 TRASuTHCE Cour 1 Xa amo- 
Pavorrs' "Ov yag vio yi Otwy Tort aptntiTay — 
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triumphant vice its deſerved puniſh- 
ment. Moreover they thought that ſo 


noble a creature as man, who is big 
with immortal deſigns and full of 
proſpects for future ages, who was 
created to contemplate the wonderful 
works of nature and providence, to 
admire and adore his maker, was not 


made as it were for a moment, and 


finally to periſh when he dies; and 
the minds of men ſeemed to them to 
eſcape out of the body at the time of 
its diſſolution as out of a priſon-houſe, 
and to be immortal not only for theſe 
reaſons, but more eſpecially for this, 
that in all the beſt and wiſeſt there was 
fo ſtrong a ſenſe of ſomething hereafter, 
that they reliſhed nothing but what was 
eternal, Yet were theſe concluſions 


ſhort of abſolute certainty, deſerving 
the name rather of ingenious and pro- 


bable conjecture than that of a ſtrict 
| 2 and 


arne, Sem 2 


and indiſputable. proof. 80 that che 
meaning of the Apoſtle in the words 


3 that the 
Goſpel inflitution half cleared up the 


laboured conjectures, and probable no—- 


tions which the heathen world cnter- 
tained of a future and eternal ſtate, 


and ſet them in a ſtronger and fairer. 


light; or our Saviour, to uſe his own 
words, came that they might have life, 
and that they might have it mare abun- 
dantly*. For indeed as ſoon: as the 
glorious ſunſhine of the Goſpel broke 
forth upon the world, the dark and 
thick miſt of ignorance which before 
overſpread it was immediately diſpel- 
led; inſtead of doubts and errors in 


religious matters ſucceeded knowledge 


and certainty: the philoſophers were 


no longer left to their laboured con- 


. nor the vulgar to their blind- 


Fobn x. 10. 
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ed underſtandings, but both had now 
the path to their eternal happineſs 
clearly marked out to them in ſuch 
plain and legible characters, that even 
he may run that reads them: they no 


longer wandered about in the dark, 


not knowing which way to take, but 


were now conducted by the glorious 


and unerring light of the Goſpel, 


which ſhines on "all ſides clearly and 
irreſiſtibly, 

And theſe are truths one would 
think that needed no proof, and of 
which no man educated in a chriſtian 
country could entertain the leaſt doubt 
or ſuſpicion, and yet (I am aſhamed to 
ſpeak it) there are not wanting too 
many among us, who are ready enough 
to aſk; what new light does Chriſti- 
anity afford us, or wherein are we be- 
nefited by it? what unknown divine 


truths, what ſaving knowledge does it 


reveal 
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reveal to us? and others ſtill more 
hardy have ventured to aſſert, that the 
holy Scriptures are ſo far from afford-= 
ing them any. uſeful knowledge and 
inſtruction, that they rather tend to 
perplex and confound their under- 

ftandings; being in their language no 
better than a IVoſe of Wax, ſuſceptible 
of various forms and ſhapes: writings 
from which almoſt any doctrine may 
be drawn by artful and deſigning men; 
but no ſet of inconteſtible principles 
can be learnt, on which we may ſe⸗ 
curely build our hopes, and ſquare the 
actions of our future lives. 

Now in order to ſupport the 4 
vations J at firſt laid down concerning 
the excellency of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, the advantages, lights, and in- 
ſtructions it affords us; and anſwer all 
ſuch queſtions and objections as I have 
juſt now recited, and ſo free the un- 


happy 
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happy perſons who make them from 
the errors and deluſions under which 
they labour; it ſhall be the buſineſs of 
the following diſcourſe to take a tran- 


ſient view of the religion af the hea- 


thens, that the great folly and abſurd- 
ity of it may the more fully appear; 
and the conſequent neceſſity of a re- 
velation: and having thus paved my 
way, I believe it will be no very diffi- 
cult taſk to induce you to think the 
chriſtian inſtitution ſuch a revelation 
as we ſtood in need of: A revelation 
that ſets us free from the errors and 
deluſions of former ages, and ſupplies 
us plentifully-with all the knowledge, 
encouragement, and aſſiſtance that our 
preſent ſtate requires. 

And do Thou, O Chriſt, whoſe 
truth J am here aſſerting, direct both 


my mind and my pen, and ſo inſpire 


all of us with thy grace, that the more 
diſtinct 
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diſtint knowledge we have of the 


purity of thy Goſpel, we may the more 
heartily love it, more circumſpectly 
obſerve it, and in all our actions more 
diligently fulfil it. 

Now true religion conſiſts in he 
knowledge and worſhip of the One 
true God in a manner worthy the dig- 
nity of his nature and excellency of is 
attributes and perfections: but howe- 
ver neceſſary the knowledge and prac- 
tice of theſe things may be, tis but too 
evident there was but little of either to 
be found in the heathen world. And 
this will appear from a conſideration 
of the nature, number, and manner of 
worſhip of their gods. 

And now not to be too particular in 
this enquiry, I ſhall only obſerve that 
taking into the account the gods which 
each perſon adopted into his own fa- 
mily, they equalled if not exceeded the 

number 
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number of men: and many nations 
('tis remarked) not content with the 
particular gods of their own growth 
and country, were very induſtrious in 
finding out, importing, and worſhip- 
ping all exotic ones: and this is parti- 
cularly noted of the Romans, for they 
not only made the nations and pro- 
vinces they conquered part of their 
empire, but eſtabliſhed their religions 
too: and had by this means a worſhip 
as univerſal as their dominion. Nor 
were the Athenians in the leaſt ſhort 
of them in this particular. They alſo 
adopted and filled every part of their 
city with foreign deities; and that they 
might be ſure to leave none out, they 
erected Altars, as not only the Apoſtle, 
but their own authors have told us, zo 
unknown Gods, inſomuch that their city 
ſeemed as one great temple or altar, 
conſecrated to the immortal gods. 
And 
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And we learn further not only on 
the authority of the profane but alſo 
ſacred writers in ſundry places, that 
every nation and province had not only 
deities of their own growth, which 
they worſhipped in a more eminent 
manner; but that every city and con- 

ſiderable town, had tutelar gods that 
more particularly belonged to and pre- 
ſided over them; and in compariſon 
of which they negloQied and deſpiſed 
thoſe of other cities and towns: and 
hence it comes that the Roman Satyriſt 
very ſmartly reprehends two neigh- 
bouring towns of the Egyptians, e- 
cauſe each of them bore an inveterate 
hatred to the others gods, and thought 
thoſe which they e r alone worthy 
that title 


Quod numina vicinorum 

Odit uterque locus, cum ſolos credit habendos 
Eſſe deos, quos ipſe colit. 

Juvenal. Satyr. 15. Lib. 5. Linea 36. 


And 
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And this multiplicity of gods with- 
out doubt, muſt needs be the occaſion i| 
of great uneaſineſs and diſtraction of 
mind to all ſerious and reflecting men: 
for, for a man to know and think that 
the worſhip of that power that made 
him is his reaſonable ſervice, and that 
according to his behaviour here he will 
be diſpoſed of hereafter, and ſtill to 
be ignorant of the Deity to whom he 
is to addreſs himſelf and fo ſecure his 
favour and protection, muſt cauſe very 
uneaſy and diſagreeable thoughts to 
ariſe in his breaſt. 

And hence in fact it came that on 


a time the Oracle of Apollo (famous all 
over the heathen world for its wiſdom 
and anſwers) was conſulted and aſked *, 
Which was the beft religion among the 
many that were followed in the world, 
for a man to embrace? to which It 


* By Crceſus. 


made 
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butes of their gods. 
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made anſwer, That every man ſhould 
embrace and follow the religion of bis 
own country; and fo left them in the 
dark as it found them: for it was plain 
and evident, that among ſo many con- 
trary opinions in religious matters, there 
could be but one, if any, that was true. 

Let us next take a view of their no- 
tions concerning the nature and attri- 


And here the ſame folly we found 
them guilty of in imagining themſelves 
obliged to pay divine honours to ſuch 
4 number of deities, will alſo ſhew it- 
ſelf in the notion they entertained con- 
cerning their nature and attributes; for 


the very ſpecies of things were ftrange- 


ly confuſed and jumbled together, and 
even the moſt monſtrous and inconſiſt- 
ent ſometimes united, that they might 
make up gods the more enormous and 


x — And ſometimes by the wild 


appoint- 
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appointment of their votaries they par- 
took of both ſexes, and. had provinces 
aſſigned them quite {bY and in- 
compatible. 

And how mera muſt they be, 
or willing to deceive others, in not 
only conſtituting gods of ſuch mon- 
ſtrous compoſitions, but alſo in ima- 
gining them ſubject to the ſame frail- 
ties with themſelves and liable to the 
ſame imperfections. Who could ever 
have thought them ſo ſenſeleſs or 
ſtrange as to frame to themſelves for 
gods a luſtful Jupiter or a drunken Bac- 
chus; if we had it not from the wri- 
tings of their beſt and moſt approved 
authors? but why do I mention the 
luſt of the one or the drunkenneſs of 
the other; ſeeing there is no crime of 
ſo black and deteſtable a nature but 
they found ſome god to patronize it? 


Nay 
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Nay further, they honoured thoſe 
men with the addition of gods, who 
ſurpaſſed the generality in nothing ſo 
much as their wicked and brutiſh lives; 
conceiting them after death to be ad- 
vanced to, and made partakers of the 
divine nature, who in their life-time 
were a diſgrace and blot to the human : 
and even adored them in the other 
world as patrons of thoſe vices for which 
in a well regulated government, they 
would have been deemed unworthy to 
have lived in this. 

Moreover they worſhipped alſo the 
ſun, moon, and ſtars, and even brute 
animals, plants, and images of wood 
and ſtone, which their own hands had 
made, and even gave divine honours 

to the vileſt affections and luſts. And 
all this abundantly ſhews the fatal pro- 
greis of error, and into what wild con- 


ceits men naturally deviate, when once 
C they 
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they forſake the worſhip of the one 
true God and by the deception of the 
devil become vain (as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it) in their imaginations, and 
have their fooliſh heart darkened. 

It remains that we conſider their 
manner of worſhip. | 

And here I make no doubt but you 
all by this time expect to find it very 
wild and extravagant; for if ſuch were 
their notions of the deities (as I have 
juſt now deſcribed unto you) whom 
they were to worſhip; the rites and 
ceremonies obſerved in honour to them 
muſt needs partake of the ſame extra- 
vagance and folly. | 

Various, ſtrange, and wild, and 
even frantick were the geſtures and 
ceremonies uſed by them in divine 
worſhip: ſuch as covering the head 
for the moſt part, ſometimes uncover- 
ing, frequently lying proſtrate on the 


| earth, 
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earth, at other times erect and bare- 
footed: ſometimes uſing gay and phan- 
taſtical pomps, and unbecoming and 
even obſcene levities: often running 
about with, confuſed noiſes and fright- 
ful. yells and lamentings, and. ſome- 
times exerciſing great cruelty, and cut- 
ting and flaſhing themſelves (as we read 
Baal's worſhippers did) with knives and 
lancets, till the blood guſbed out upon 
tbem . Nay ſome of them vainly ima- 
gined that not only the blood of bulls 
and goats offered up in ſacrifice would 
atone for their fins, but were more 
_ amazingly ſtupid and wicked in offer- 
ing up (as the pſalmiſt expreſſes it) their 
ſons and daughters unto devils Þ+ : as if 
acts of inhumanity and cruelty were 
pleaſing to their gods, and would a- 
tone for their ſins: nay as if the greater 
ſin would atone and make ſatisfaction 


* 1 Kings Xviii. 28. / Pſalm evi. 37. 
| 8 for 4 
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for the leſs: and as diſmal, horrid, and 
ſhocking as this religious practice of 
ſhedding human blood was, yet had it 
taken deep root, and fixed itſelf ſtrong- 
ly almoſt every where; not only in bar- 
barous and inhoſpitable nations, but to 
their indelible ſhame, in the moſt civi- 
lized ones of Greece and Rome. 

On ſuch notions of their gods, reli- 
gious rites and practices, what conſiſt- 
ent ſcheme of religion could poſſibly 
be eſtabliſhed worthy the divine or 
human nature : nay, what by the beſt 
wit of men could poſlibly ariſe from 
them, but a worſhip extravagant, wild, 
and highly ridieulous and profane? 

And thus had men every where 
actually corrupted themſelves to ſuch 
a degree, that not only the light of 
nature and right reaſon were confeſſed- 
ly, as appears from the writings of the 
wile:t - found by ſad expe- 


1 ience 
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rience altogether inſufficient to reſtore 
the knowledge of the one true God 
and pure religion, but even hat ligbt 
itſelf (as Tully expreſſiy declares) no 
where appeared. 

And this made the divine Plato 
many ages before declare, That a good 
man when he confiders theſe things would 
even chooſe to fit quiet and ſhift fer 
himſelf, like a man that in an hurricane 
creeps under a wall for his defenſe ; 
and ſeeing all the whole world round 
about him filled with all manner of 
wickedneſs, be content, if preſerving 
his fingle ſelf from iniquity and every 
evil work, he can paſs away the preſent. 
life with peace, and at laſt die with tran- 
quility and good hope F. 


* Tull. Tuſc. Diſp. Lib. 3. — Ut Lumen 
Naturz nuſquam appareat. 


T Plato de Rep. Lib. 6. 
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And now after ſuch facts and the 
repeated experience of all paſt ages, 
together with the full confeſſion of the 
wiſeſt and bcſt men that have gone 
before us of the degeneracy and cor- 
ruption of human nature, and the im- 
poſſibility of recovering men out of it 
by any human wit and endeavour ; 
whence can it poſſibly ariſe that we 
bear ourſelves ſo high, and ſo much 
rely on our own frail abilities? What 
reaſon can we aſſign for this pride and 
perverſeneſs? unleſs we acknowledge it 
ſprings from a vanity of being thought 
the moſt ſignificant of created beings 
in the univerſe. 


I haſten now to conſider whether 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution is likely to 
ſupply the defects and remedy the er- 
rors and abſurdities which the heathen 
world laboured under in point of reli- 

a gious 
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gious knowledge and duty: and whe- 
ther it hath brought life and immortality 
to light, as the Apoſtle intimates in the 
text; and this I ſhall do by enquiring 


in as brief a manner as I can, 


17. Whether it ſets us free from the 
variety of opinions which the heathen 


world entertained concerning the num- 
ber of their gods. 
2dly, Whether it affords us clearer 
notions concerning the divine nature 
and attributes than heatheniſm did. 
And 3dly. Whether it points out to 
us a more rational way of worſhip. 


And 1}. I am to conſider whether it 
ſets us free from the variety of opinions 


which the heathen world entertained 


concerning the'number of their gods. 
And here does that light, which my 

text mentions, begin to break in upon 

C 4 us, 
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us, pouring forth its rays copiouſly on 
all fides and enlightening our paths. 
Inſtead of a multiplicity of deities to 
divide and diſtract our thoughts, it 
points out to us One only, ſpiritual 
and eternal, in the higheſt heavens: 
in whom whatever 1s truly great and 
good, whatever 1s really amiable and 
excellent is to be found: to whom we 
are to look up and direct all our pray- 
ers and ſupplications, who alone is 
able to remedy all our misfortunes and 
alleviate all our grievances: though 
ſtorms may attack us from without, 
vet the peaceſul inward calm ariſing 
from a firm truſt in God, will enable 
us to outlive the tempeſt. 

And that this notion of one only 
Deity who preſides over, directs, and 
keeps in order human affairs, is agree- 
able to reaſon, has been ſatisfactorily 
evinced both from his nature and at- 

tributes *; 
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tributes*; it being highly abſurd and 
ridiculous to ſuppoſe more than One 
ſelf-exiſtent and infinitely perfect Be- 
ing: and will further appear if we 
conſider that One God only is ſuffi- 
cient both for the production, ſupport, 
and good government of the world, 
and all things in it: and conſequently 
to have recourſe to more would be very 
impertinent and unreaſonable. Nay if 
we attentively conſider the whole ſcope 
of the creation that lies within our 
view; we ſhall perceive throughout a 
certain correſpondence of parts, a ſimi- 
litude of operation, and unity of de- 
ſign, which plainly declare the uni- 
verſe to be the work of one infinitely. 
wile, good, and powerful Being. 

And further we are ſufficiently au- 
thoxiſed on the teſtimony of hiſtory to 


* See Dr. Clark's Demonſtration of the Being | 
think 


and Attributes of God, and others. 
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think and believe that the notion of one 
only Deity, or firſt cauſe, the creator 
and governor of the univerſe, was the 
original and prevailing opinion and 
belief of mankind; of which ſome 
traces {till appear in the fragments of 
Orpheus's verſes, and the remains of 
Phocylides and Simonides very ancient 
greek poets: and that mankind by de- 
grees fell off from the original and 
true notion they had of God, and were 
ſo far corrupted and degenerated as at 
length (in the manner we have ſeen) 
to worſhip not only a multitude of 
Deities, but even images of wood and 
ſtone, idols which their own hands 
had made, and animals and plants, as 
the ſcripture hiſtory doth fully prove 
and aſſure us: and notwithſtanding 
the exceeding number of inferior gods 
introduced in degenerate ages, the 
wiſeſt of the Heathens, Greeks, Ro- 


mans 
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mans and even Ægyptians, did never- 
theleſs aſſert one maker and governor 
of the world, exiſting of himſelf, by 
whom all things were made, and on 
whom they all depend. 

But 2dly. I am to conſider whather 
Chriſtianity affords us clearer notions 
concerning the divine nature and attri- 
butes than heatheniſm did. 

And here we ſhall find inſtead of 
_ deities liable to all the imperfections 
which we ourſelves are ſubject to, we 
have a God who is all perfection and 
purity itſelf : whoſe eſſential attributes 
are wiſdom, goodneſs, and juſtice. In- 
ſtead of a revengeful Jupiter ſet forth 
in thunder, lightning, and terrible ma- 
jeſty; we have a God who is all com- 
paſſion, long - ſuffering, and tender 
mercy: who careth for the righteous, 
and would not that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould came to repentance 


and 
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and be ſaved: who even entreats and 
1 wooes men to be reconciled to him, 
and embraces returning finners with 
all the kindneſs and tenderneſs of the 
moſt indulgent father: and all through 
the ſufferings and death of his only- 
begotten Son, and merits of that ſatis- 
faction. 

This is the amiable and beautiful 
deſcription which the Scriptures give 
us of the Almighty, who alone made, 
upholds, and governs the world, and 
all things in it. And very ſatisfactory 
and comfortable muſt it be to all men, 
to know that the God with whom they 
have to do, is ſuch as he is there de- 
ſcribed and ſet forth, their kind father, 
and merciful redeemer. 

Now that there is nothing in this 
account diſagreeable to reaſon, but 
entirely conſonant to it, will appear 
from hence, that as God is eternal and 


infi- 
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_ infinitely perfect, nothing can add to 
or diminiſh his happineſs: fo that he 
can have no temptation to do evil, nor 
can any conſideration bias him from 
doing that which is juſt and right : 
nor conſequently could a being of his 
infinite perfections and complete hap- 
pineſs intend any thing elſe in creating 
the world but the communicating good 
to his creatures: and of courſe muſt 
more eſpecially have a tender regard 
to the welfare of man, whom he has 
placed as head of this lower world; 
compaſſionate his misfortunes, ſupport 
his infirmities, and even in a rebellious 
and lapſed ſtate, as far as is conſiſtent 
with his moral government of the 
world, though offended and provoked 
to puniſh, himſelf find out for him a 

remedy and way of eſcape. 
And thus we ſce Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture go hand in hand together, and 
both 
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ed them to. Native and original truth, 
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both of them by a moſt friendly union 
eſtabliſh and confirm us in the ſame 
opinion, But I would not be under- 
ſtood to mean that reaſon alone and 
unaſſiſted by divine revelation could 


have found out theſe truths to certain- 


ty; No, I would only be thought to 
intimate that Scripture declares to us 
nothing in theſe points repugnant to 
reaſon: For many truths after we are 
acquainted with them by the aſſiſtance 
of divine revelation are very agreeable 
to reaſon, and even ſeem to belong to 
its province, eſpecially to perſons edu- 
cated in them: which nevertheleſs un- 


aſſiſted reaſon could never have attain- 
ed unto. Tis common for men after 


a whole life ſpent in ſtudy to be told 
what they wonder how they could miſs 
of; which yet their own reſearches did 


not, nor poſlibly ever would have help- 


18 
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is not fo cafily wrought out of the 


mine, as we who have it delivered, 
ready dug, and faſhioned unto our 
hands, are apt to imagine 

I haſten now to conſider, laſtly, 
Whether the Chriſtian Religion reveals 
to us a more rational way of worſhip, 
than the world before knew. 

And here again does the excellency 
of the Goſpel manifeſt itſelf; for in- 
ſtead of the cruelties and barbarities 
exerciſed not only upon innocent beaſts, 
but even upon themſelves and children, 
by which the heathens vainly thought 
to appeaſe their angry gods; the chriſti- 
an religion points out to us the true 
propitiation in the death of Chriſt; and 
informs us that purity of heart and in- 
nocence of manners are the only ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice to God; and- that 
without holineſs and repentanceno man 


ſhall ſee the Lord; and that v-e ſhould 
worſhip 
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worſhip him with pure hearts, chaſt 
deſires, and all the affections of dutiful 
children: and requires that in ſocial 
duties we ſhould raiſe our virtue and 
goodneſs far above the common prac- 
tice of men, and extend our charity 
univerſally to enemies as well as friends, 
in imitation of the good God himſelf, 
who maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil 
and the good, and ſendeth his rain on 
the juſt and the unjuſt *, 

And this ſtrict and holy courſe of 
life is enforced in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
ſeeing the righteous will be eternally 
rewarded, and the wicked for ever ſhut 
out from God's preſence, and puniſhed 
according to their demerits. 

And further, Chriſtianity aftords us, 
what no other ſect, philoſophy, or re- 
ligion could ever pretend to, not only 
the authority of a divine lawgiver ſent 


* Matt. v. 45. 


from 
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from heaven in the perſon, but alſo a 
perfect living copy and viſible ſtandard 
of practice in the life of the holy Jeſus: 
all its precepts being therein drawn as 
it were into one body, and at once laid 
open to our view, 

The lives of all other men are ſtain- 
ed with many blemiſhes and imperfec- 
tions; and this the ſad experience of 
all ages teſtifies; it having always been 
objected, and but too truly, to the 
ſtricteſt and beſt philoſophers and ſaints, 
that their lives fell much ſhort of their 
rules and precepts: but the holy and 
immaculate JESUS the Son of God, 
and he alone, was all innocence and 
| purity itſelf, who did no fin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth. 

Though the morality he taught was 
ſtricter and more ſublime and refined 
than that of any other, yet did he not 
come ſhort of it in any particular; but 

| -- fully 
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fullly practiſed himſelf every duty, even 


the moſt arduous and difficult. 


He was preat and humble, power- 
ful and merciful, free and innocent, 
zealous and meek ; in fine pious, juſt, 


charitable, temperate, pure: and per- 


ſevered in all theſe virtues and graces 


do the laſt, triumphing over all the ob- 


loquy, contempt, and perſecution he 
met with from the worſt of men, by 
gentleneſs and invincible patience. 

His life was a viſible lecture of uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and pa- 
tient ſuftering for the truth's ſake; and 
the beſt comment upon and illuftra- 
tion of his doctrine: in it as in a mir- 
ror was it ſeen to beſt advantage, and 
in the faireſt light; not altered but 
beautified and ſet off thereby; or as a 
likeneſs in a fine painting, which by 
no means deviates from nature, though 
it appears to Me Al and receives 

from 
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from the pencil agreeable graces and 
embelliſhments. 

Thus the doctrine of the great Foun: 
der of our holy Religion, though the 
moſt ſublime and heavenly, was even 
adorned by his practice and example. 
In him as in a conſtellation, did all 
the virtues and graces of it appear with 
augmented beauty and added luftre; 
and join their light and influence to- 
gether, the better to direct and guide 
us ſtraight, in the path of holineſs, pu- 
rity, and peace. As Moſes once, be- 
holding God face to face ſhone with 
part of the luſtre he was looking up- 
on; ſo may we viewing the glory of 
our Lord's life, drawn in the glaſs of 
the Evangeliſts, be changed into the 
ſame image, glory for glory: till we 
arrive at the very heights ks virtue and 
perfection itſelf, 


D 2 In 
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In ͤ one word, Thou, O Chriſt, the 
Son of the moſt high God, haſt by the 
_ pureſt precepts, and by thy own moſt 
perfect example taught us to lead an 
heavenly and divine life in an human 
body : and that thou mighteſt beget 
in us the firmer hope of immortality, 
after many ſignal miracles done in thy 
life-time and at thy paſſion, thou, 
breaking through the bars of death, 
didſt, by the moſt manifeſt diſcovery 
ſhew thyſelf to have ariſen from the 
dead, and to aſcend up into heaven. 

And thus having laid before you the 
general advantages of Chriſtianity, I 
ſhall in further Confirmation of theſe 
truths juſt obſerve to you, that hence 
alſo undoubtedly it comes that our 
writers on morality and natural reli- 
gion ſo far exceed all the ancient phi- 
loſophers and ſages. And here to in- 
ſtance only in one particular perſon, 

I the 
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the learned and ingenious Author of 
the Religion of Mature delineated; every 
one that makes the compariſon muſt 
neceſſarily allow that this great man by 
no means equalled the Roman Philo- 
ſopher in natural parts: who as the late 
learned Writer * of The Hiftory of his 
life obſerves, was the wiſeſt of the an- 
cients, and poſterity would hardly find 
one to equal him : and ſpeaking of his 
book of Offices, he ſays, twas a work 
admired by all ſucceeding ages, as the 
nobleſt effort and ſpecimen of what mere 
reaſon could do towards guiding man 
through life with innocence and happi- 
neſs. And yet, the Religion of Mature 
delineated far exceeds his Offices, not- 
withſtanding the Author himſelf came 
much ſhort of him in natural endow- 
ments: ſo much undoubtedly were his 
reaſonings in morality improved by 
* Dr. Middleton. | 

„ the 
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the lights which he drew from the 
Chriſtian Religion: and I have the 
rather inſiſted on this inſtance becauſe 
I do not remember to have ever heard 
it fully urged from the pulpit, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome ill deſigning perſons 
have been very induſtrious in giving a 
wrong turn to this whole affair; and 
been but too ready in ere this 
very book as an inſtance of the ſuffi- 
ciency of human reaſon in finding out 
the eſſential truths of morality, toge- 
ther with its motives and obligations; 

and would from hence prepoſterouſly 
and ungratefully infer the uſeleſneſs of 
that very revelation, to which the Au- 
thor ſtands indebted for the accuracy 
and perfection of the piece itſelf, Vain 
men who travel the roads now a-days 
are apt to applaud their on ſtrength 
and legs, that have carried them ſo far 
in ſo ſhort a time; and aſcribe all to 
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their own vigour and activity, little 
conſidering how much they owe to 
their pains, who cleared the woods, 
drained the bogs, built the bridges, 
and made the ways paſſable: without 
which, unthankful as they are, they 
might have toiled much with little 
Thus to heap» benefits on the un- 
grateful, to prevent them and do them 
good againſt their will, is truly great 
and peculiar to the Father of mercies: 
And in this, O my God, I behold' 
thee; and admire and adore afar off 
the bright traces and radiant footſteps 
of thy tranſcendent and inimitable 
goodneſs. | 

Now befides what has been already 
ſaid concerning the ignorance and cor- 
ruption of the heathen world; and the 
great improvements men of learning 
have ſince by the light of the Goſpel 

| . been 
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been enabled to make in the inveſtiga- 
tion of moral truths and their motives; 
vie may fairly appeal to all ſceptical 
perſons, whether in countries bleſſed 
with this divine light, even the meaner 
ſort of people have not truer and more 
worthy notions of God and his attri- 
butes, a deeper ſenſe of moral good 
and evil, a greater regard to all divine 
and ſocial duties, and a more certain 
expectation of future rewards and pu- 
niſhments than ever was known in any 
heathen country, before the coming of 
Chriſt, among any conſiderable num- 
ber of men: and whether it does not 
correct mens manners, ſoften their paſ- 
ſons, and ſweeten their tempers far 
more than any other religion or inſtitu- 
tion could ever pretend to; by ſetting 
a guard on the very firſt thoughts, de- 

fires, and intentions of their hearts; 
and by . them humility . 
God, 
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God, and inclining them to put on a 
calm, modeſt, and friendly behaviour 
towards all men; and rendering them 
by this means pure and holy as that 
bright flame which warms the breaſts 
of ſaints, gentle as innocence, kind 
and peaceable as heavenly love. 
And further in ſupport of theſe ob- 
ſervations, it may be alſo uſeful tocom- 
pare ourſelves with ſuch parts of the 
heathen world as have not yet been 
bleſſed with any rays of the Goſpel 
light; who even ſtill, notwithſtanding 
the boaſted ſtrength and ſufficiency of 
natural reaſon, lye under the ſame 
darkneſs, ignorance, and corruption 
of manners, as their forefathers did 
upwards of ſeventeen hundred years 
ago; having made no progreſs in divine 
knowledge and virtue all that time; 
but ſtill continuing to fall down and 
worſhip ſtocks and ſtones the work of 
1 
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their own hands, and perſevering in 
the ſame corrupt practices; as is re- 
markable at this day, not only amongſt. 
barbarous and ignorant nations, but 
even amongft, the otherwiſe civilized 
and ingenious Chineſe. 

No wonder thereſore that the wiſe 
Socrates, from a thorough obſervation 
of men and things, ſhould, many ages 
before our Saviour came into the world, 
declare that divine truths, would never 
be clearly revealed to, and underſtood 
by men, till, by the merciful appoint- 
ment of God, ſome great inſtructor 
come from heaven 

And after all, ſhall a good and wile, 
heathen, in times of darkneſs and ig- 
norance deplore the want, and ſee the 
we who enjoy the Dayſpring from on 
high, and are cheared and enlightened! 

Plato in Apologia Socratis & . 0 

* 
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by it, ungratefully ſhut our eyes againſt 
it, or wink hard upon it? 

If we are guilty of ſuch We 
negligence in ſo high a concern, though 
an heathen and dead, he ſtill ſpeaketh 
and will correct us. Moreover the very 
brute beaſts, who are thankful to their 
benefactors, ſhould we be guilty of ſuch 
baſe ingratitude, would ftand forth and 
ſhame us: their very dumbneſs and 
filence would plead againſt us and con- 
vince us of ſuch horrid impiety. 

Nay further, ſhould men be un- 
thankful for ſo great a benefit, the very 
ſtones would cry out, and reprove them: 
ſhould they be ſilent, ſolitude and re- 
tirement would become vocal and re- 
primand them. 

And having now made good the 
heads of my diſcourſe, I ſhall juſt beg 
your patience, whilſt in anſwer to the 
objection of thoſe perſons, who think 

the 
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the Scriptures uncertain and perplex- 
ing, I endeavour to ſhew the clearneſs 
and reaſonableneſs of the main doctrines 
of chriſtianity ; though one would think 
what I have already ſaid abundantly 
ſufficient and fatisfaQtory, 

And ſure I am, notwithſtanding 
ſuch free cavils and cenſures, all the 
real great doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Religion are revealed to us with ſuffi- 
cient perſpicuity, and may be believed 
conſiſtently with reaſon, and without 
putting the leaſt ſtrain or difficulty 
upon it, | 

Now how plainly is it revealed to 


us, and how eaſy and reaſonable to 


believe, that God who created the firſt 


man out of the womb of the earth, 
could cauſe a virgin to bring forth a 
ſon; and that he who ſpoke all things 
into being out of nothing, can raiſe 


from the dead thoſe who exiſted be- 


fore: 
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fore: though theſe be the great points 
at which Jews and Greeks ſtumbled, 
and unbelievers ſcoff: that the Son of 
God himſelf ſhould empty himſelf of 
his glory and condeſcend to paſs a poor 
humble lite here upon earth, and then 
be made an offering for fin: that he 
ſhould die a painful, ignominious death 
for us, to redeem and purchaſe us with 
the great price of his own blood: that 
he ſhould be raiſed again the third day; 
and carried up above the heaven and 
ſeated at the right hand of the majeſty 
on high: and that he ſhould come a- 
gain at the laſt day to judge the world 


in righteouſneſs, and render to every 


man according to his deeds : and ſhould 
in the mean ſeaſon afford us the guid- 
ance and aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, 
in our way to everlaſting happineſs. 
Theſe indeed are things which rea- 
ſon itſelf could never have found out 
and 
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and known, but when ſo clearly re- 
vealed to us, reaſon can make no ob- 


jection to the truth of them. 


But further to confirm what has 
been already advanced, all theſe great 
truths recorded in the Goſpel, every 


thing relating to the birth, life, and 


ſufferings of our Saviour and the doc- 
trine he taught, are tranſmitted to us 
by ſeveral hands. And an argument 


it is of their dealing fairly with us, that 


although writing at different times and 
places far diſtant, yet all of them ſhould 
ſo expreſs themſelves as never once in 
eſſential points to contradict, but fre- 
quently to clear and aſſiſt each other: 


and what they thus committed to writ- 


ing, they chearfully died in confirma- 
tion of, which deceivers cannot be fup- 
poſed to do. Enthuſiaſts may indeed, 
as has often been the caſe, die for opi- 
nions; but the Apoſtles laid down their 

lives 
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lives in atteſtation of facts of their own 
knowledge: which are recorded by 
them for . 
Scriptures. 

Could the cavillers therefore whom 

I am now anſwering, be induced not 
only to read the Scriptures, but conſi- 
der and compare with diligence the 
ſeveral parts of it together, ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual * : would they, I 
ſay, but take the pains to draw toge- 
ther into one view the ſeveral paſlages 
of ſacred Writ which bear relation to 
each other ; they would be experimen- 
tally and fully convinced that the beſt 
and moſt infallible way of underſtand- 
ing any Evangeliſt, is by comparing 
him with the others: and by thus 
ſtudying them all together, fo juſt an 
agreement and coincidence of facts 
and doctrines would ariſe, that not- 

x Cor. 0; 13. | 

I with- 
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withſtanding ſmall variations, no eſſen- 
tial and fundamental truths would re- 
main unknown, no deſtructive error 
or heretical opinion infinuate itſelf , 
nor any miſconſtruction or difficulties 
of moment, continue unreconciled. 
Me may receive both inſtruction 
and entertainment from the expoſi- 
tions and comments of learned men; 
but we can never be ſo fully fatisfied 
of the ſenſe and meaning of the Scrip- 
tures, as when the Spirit of God, by 
whom all Scripture was given, is pleaſed 
by the aſſiſtance of one part of holy 
Writ to clear up another; and thus as 
it were in condeſcenſion to our infir- 
mities and ignorance, to comment up- 
on and explain Himſelf. 

All therefore who are heartily de- 
ſirous of ſupporting and maintaining 
the truth of the holy Scriptures, labour 
above all things to eſtabliſh this ſort of 


explica- 
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explication, by which the light divine 
falling on different points, is, by draw- 
ing them into a proper poſition, reci- 
procally reflected from each upon the 
other. rd. 8 
The heavenly truths of the Goſpel, 
brought to this genuine and native 
touchſtone, would remain immoveable 
as a rock againſt all external aſſaults; 
ſtand the teſt of ages, and the more 
they are examined, approve themſelves 
the more, and ſhine the brighter. And 
when by this moſt excellent way of 
explaining Scripture, the falſe glofles, 
erroneous interpretations fixed upon it 
by vain, conceited, and enterprizing 
men, which are the marks the objec- 
tions of infidels are uſually levelled a- 
gainſt, are wholly removed: they will 
then find and know they have all along 
been combating a mere phantom or 
deluſive dream: the wild fancies and 
E diſtem- 
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diſtempered imaginations of deceived 
and deceiving men, not the lively ora- 
cles of the one true God. And then 
all the ſuppoſed errors and imaginary 
contradictions they are ſo much offend- 
ed at now will immediately diſappear 
and vaniſh into thin air, like a miſt or 
exhalation before the riſing ſun: and 
all their frightful ſuſpicions and for- 
midable doubts, awed by the bright 
beams of divine light and truth, will 
run and hide their heads in the dark 
caverns of the earth. Theſe frantick 
ſpectres chaſed away, CHRISTIA- 
NITY HERSELF will ſtrait ap- 
pear, as from under a cloud, fur- 
rounded with white deep-ſkirted robes 
of heavenly light, moſt lovely and a- 
miable, in native ſimplicity and unad- 
orned comlineſs; and followed by her 
own bright train of divine graces and 
virtues; to the unſpeakable admiration, 

JOY 
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joy, and delight of all true Chriſtians 
and good men. 

And thus I hope I have, aentiding 
to my intention, fully proved the great 
folly of the heathen religion, and in- 
ſufficiency of human reaſon in religious 
enquiries, and the conſequent neceſſity 

of Revelation; and that the Chriſtian 
Religion is ſuch a Revelation as we 
ſtood in need of: and finally that the 
holy Scriptures, are neither uncertain - 
nor perplexing, but in all their main 
doctrines and neceſſary points of faith, 
to all perſons of a competent under- 
ſtanding, ſufficiently plain and clear. 

And now to obſerve upon the whole; 
{ſince God was pleaſed by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, to make a Revelation 
of his will to mankind when the light 
of nature and the improvements of 
reaſon were found defective; we are 
certainly bound to expreſs all the duty 

E''2 and 


52 A Vifnation Sermon. 


and gratitude imaginable for ſuch his 
ineſtimable benefit : we ſhould pour 
out our ſouls in thankſgiving before the 
one true God, who hath done ſo great 
things for us: who hath corrected all 
our prejudices and miſtakes, and re- 
moved far from us all our errors and 
falſe opinions by a more perfect rule of 
life and manners; a divine rule ſent 
from heaven and deſigned not only for 
men of ingenuity and refined wits, But 
to make wiſe the ſimple, to give the young 
man knowledge and diſcretion : to di- 
rect all ſorts of men in the way of their 
duty, towards their happineſs: in the 
highway, as the Prophet calls it, he 
way of holineſs; ſo direct and plain, 
that the wayfaring men though fools, 
ſhall not err therein +. 

In one word, who when we were in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death ſent 


* Pſalm xix. 7. + Iſaiah xxxv. 8. 
| his 
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his only-begotten Son into the world, 
to redeem us, and bring life and im- 
mortality to light through the Goſpel. 

And we ſhould further conſider, that 
'tis not the boaſting of this light only, 
will avail us any thing, unleſs we are 
led and conducted by it: but it will 
rather prove a ſnare and a trap unto us, 
and fo only encreaſe our condemna- 
tion: for to whom much is given, of 
him much will be required; and our 
Saviour Chriſt himſelf hath told us ex- 
preſly, that wnleſs our righteouſneſs ex- 
ceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees; that is, unleſs we have the 
ſubſtance and power, as well as the 
form of godlineſs, we ſhall by no meant 
enter into the kingdom of. heaven : and 

better indeed for us had it been, if we 
had never known one ſyllable of the 
Goſpel, never heard of the name of 
Chriſt, than that having taken it up- 
2 3 on 
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on us, we ſhould not depart from 
iniquity. | 

Now the good God grant that as we 
are initiated into the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, ſo we may be careful to behave 
as candidates of Heaven, and adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things: That the Grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation, may teach us to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſis, and to 
live righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
world, looking for that bleſſed hope and 
glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chrift*. Amen. 
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Charity due to all, but more eſpecially 
— the Houſehold of Faith _ 


ACTS Chap. x. and part of the. 
38th Verſe. 


bo went about doing good. — © 


N every age of the world it hath 

been the conſtant endeavour of per- 
ſons, who embraced the religious opi- 
nions of any particular ſect, to form 
their lives and actions according to the 
rule and ſtandard therein preſcribed : 
that by ſo doing they might ſhew and 
declare to the world the real value they 
had for the tenets they profeſſed. A 
practice in all reſpects commendable, 
and deſerving our ſtricteſt imitation. 
For example is ſeen to win upon men's 
* and prevail where precept 

ä fails: 
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fails: all men the vulgar and illiterate 
as well as the noble and learned being 
apt to entertain the moſt favourable 
opinion of, and readily receive thoſe 
doctrines which come recommended 
by the practice of the profeſſors and 
teachers thereof: beſides that in this 
way they beſt pleaſe, ſeeing men take 
them up of themſelves and unobſerved, 
without trouble, cenſure, admonition, 
of reproof. 

Let us therefore endeavour all we 
can to recommend our opinions to the 
favour and acceptance of mankind, by 
practiſing what we expreſs an eſteem 
for, and being ourſelves a lively ex- 
ample of them; to the end and intent 
that we may by our lives and conver- 
ſations, and by thus /z:ting our ligbi 


Sine before men, ſet forth in the faireſt 


point of view the beſt Religion that 
ever appeared in the world. 
And 
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And in order to this let us continu- 
ally fix our eyes on the HOLY FESUS 
the author and giver of it, and keep his 
perfect example always in view: Him 
let us follow, Him let us imitate. 

In the generality of mankind a far 
greater allay is obſervable of vice than 
virtue, and in the very beſt an un- 
happy mixture of folly and ſin; none 


therefore of the race of mankind can 


be propoſed to or followed by us as a 
perfect example of holineſs to walk by. 
And I am fully ſatisfied the too im- 
plicitly ſubmitting to the example and 
authoritative dictates of reputed Saints 
has in every Age of the Church been 
the conſtant and baneful ſource of many 
dangerous errors and deſtructive here- 
ſies, which by inſenfible degrees ſpread 
themſelves over and at length greatly 
ſullied and deformed the pure Religion 
of the Holy Jeſus: and of this men ſeem 


NOW- 
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now-a-days fatally convinced, having 
in the end found, that by following 
theſe deceitful Guides, inſtead of drink- 
ing of that well which affords living 
water ſpringing up into everlaſting * 
life, they only hewed out ro themſelves 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns, which could hold 


no water r. 


But the holy and unſpotted JESUS, 
the Son of the moſt High God, and He 
only, was a Great Teacher and Fx- 
ample of all virtue, and a viſible leſſon 
of unſullied righteouſneſs and ſuffering 
innocence: never was there ſo perfect 
a character, ſo god-like, venerable, and 
amiable: for notwithſtanding all the 
indignities He met with from ungrate- 
ful Mankind, as the Scripture tells us 


in the words of the Text, He went 
about doing good; that is, made it the 


chief buſineſs and continual employ- 


* John iv. 14. Por. Bc 29; 
ment 
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ment of his thoughts and time: He 
travelled from one place to another 
ſecking out and embracing all oppor- 
tunities of being uſeful and beneficial 
to mankind, of doing good to their 
minds and bodies: this was the great 
deſign of his coming upon the earth, 
the whole employment of his life, and 
the end of his ſufferings and death. 

Now if our behaviour were agree- 
able and conformable, as much as in 
us lies, to this perfect pattern ſet us by 
our bleſſed Saviour, how amiable and 
excellent would the Chriſtian Religion 
appear in the eye of the world? Nay 
I think I may without arrogance ven- 
ture to propheſy that the ſtrictly ob- 
ſerving and purſuing this one only Rule 
of doing what our Saviour did and 
taught in the days of his fleſh, by which 
our great Reformers were at firſt prin- 
cipally directed, would free the Chri- 


ſtian 
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ſtian Religion from any ſtains and ble- 
miſhes which may till reſt upon it, 
wiping them all quite away and leav- 
ing it pure and holy as it deſcended 
from heaven at firſt, not having ſpot. or 
wrinkle or any ſuch thing. 

And did we but ſtrictly obſerve this 
one precept of doing good, which He 
| hath taught and recommended to us 
by his conſtant practice, and by which 
the Chriſtian Religion is particularly 
diſtinguiſhed from all others and fo 
eminently excels them, it would be 
the moſt compendious and effectual 
method of engaging the affections of 
mankind in favour of it, and gaining 
proſelytes to {o good a cauſe. 

Io the performance of which Cha- 
rity I ſhall further endeavour to per- 
ſuade you by ſome general arguments 
which I ſhall ſum up briefly, and then 
* Eph. v. 27. | 
proceed 
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proceed to apply-them to the buſineſs 
of our preſent Meeting. 

Now the doing good is not only the 
ſign of a large and generous mind, but 
alſo the moſt pleaſant employment in 
the world: 'tis moreover one of the 
weightieſt and moſt ſubſtantial duties 
of Religion: and laſtly tends to the 
advancing. our Nature to the higheſt 
excellency and perfection; having pro- 
miſe of the life that now is, and that 
which is to come 

And 1½. The doing good is a fign 
of a large and generous mind. 

Of all beings in the univerſe God is 
the moſt liberal and communicative; 
the whole Creation bears teſtimony ta 
this truth by holding forth to our view 
every where bright inſtances of his 
goodneſs and bounty: and the making 
his creatures happy is undoubtedly the 


* 1 Tim. iv. 8. 


8 . chief 


— 
0 , 
Via ng — — b 


64 Charity chiefly due to 
chief end of all his works, the ſcope 


and intent of all his kind providences : 


in a word He takes the higheſt delight 
in the continual and unbounded exer- 
ciſe of goodneſs and mercy : He cares 


not to ſhew his Sovereignty by ruining 


the innocent and deſtroying his helpleſs 
creatures, but by reſcuing them from 
deſtruction and utter perdition. And 
the moſt enlarged and generous diſpo- 
ſitions are moſt ready and defirous to 
imitate Him in theſe divine qualities 
and perfections; and endeavour all 
they can that others may be happy as 
well as themſclves: and to this end are 
kind and liberal to all around them, 


and daily ſolicitous for their good and 


benefit by ſupporting cvery infirmity 
and relieving every burthen; and la- 
bour inceſſantly by their ſhining ex- 
amples of munificence and charity to 
ſtir up and provoke others zo go and do 


likewiſe. Some 


HS. ES, 


A 
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Some perfections and excellencies 
there are which men make it a point 
to outſtrip all others in, and think by 
poſſeſſing themſelves of them alone to 
become the more conſpicuous and ad- 
mired by all around them: fuch qua- 
lifications are of a ſolitary and unſo- 
ciable diſpoſition, not like the gene- 
rous and unconfined goodneſs I am 
now recommending : for true genuine 
Charity can never be thus reſtrained, 
but will like the wide Ocean itſelf 
overflow and ſweep away all the ſandy 
banks thrown up to check and confine 
it: 'tis the very nature of Goodneſs 
to communicate itſelf, the further it 
ſpreads, and the more hands there are 
employed in it the more glorious it is: 
let us all therefore endeavour to do our 
fellow-creature man every kind office 


that lies in our power, and ſtrive by 


all means to promote their preſent and 
F future 
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future happineſs, as if it were our own : 
our own, ſaid I, ſo it is in a proper ſenſe 
and degree; for to every well-diſpoſed 
perſon ariſes naturally a great deal of 
pleaſure and delight in doing good, 
and conferring benefits on others. 

And this 2dly, I propoſed to ſpeak 
to and treat of. 

Now to look around us and fee and 
obſerve men labouring under great 
difficulties and pains, and oppreſſed 
with want and poverty, is very diſa- 
greeable to human nature, and of 
courſe gives us much pain and un- 
eaſineſs; and on the contrary to Tee 
"them overcome their difficulties and 
diſtreſſes of every kind, and rife above 
the wants and preſſures under which 
they before groaned, naturally gives 
us great pleaſure and delight; barely 
to fee our brother made happy, the 


diſtreſſed relieved and comforted, the 
hu ngry 
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hungry fed, and the naked cloathed, 
cauſes our hearts to leap within us for 
joy; but to conſider that all this is 
beſtowed by our hand, and that we 
ourſelves were the happy inſtruments 
and means of enabling them to ſur- 
mount their evils, muſt needs * 
add to our delight. 7 55 
There is no ſatisfaction or pleaſure 
like that which ariſes in a good man's 
breaſt on doing good: it adds to the 
joy of his youth, enlivens and invigo- 
rates his middle life, and proves the 
beſt comfort and cordial to his old 
age. | 
Senſual pleaſures are not only flect- 
ing and tranſitory, but in the end bit- 
ter and deſtructive to us: but the plea- 
ſure of doing good remains with us 
afterwards, and the reflection upon it 
will pleaſe and delight us to all eter- 
nity. In a word that frame of mind 
Fs which 
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which inclines us to do good conti- 
nually is the very temper and diſpoſi- 
tion of happineſs itfelt. 

Solomon after all his experience of 
worldly pleaſures fixes at laſt upon this 
as the greateſt felicity of human life, 
and the only good uſe that is to be 
made of a proſperous and plentiful 
fortune; I know, ſays he, there is no 
good in them but for a man to rejoice 
and do good in his life*, that is, to be 
of a chearful, thankful, and bountiful 
temper: and a greater and wiſer than 
Solomon has told us, it is more bleſſed 
to give than receive : and which muſt 
needs greatly delight us too, all men 
having naturally a regard to the ſenti- 
ments of poſterity concerning them, as 
it will give us the higheſt pleaſure and 
credit here, ſo will it beſt preſerve and 
_ perpetuate our fame after death; no 


* Eccl. iii. 12. T Ads xx. 35. 
ſpices 


. f Oo, ĩ , IGG 
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ſpices can ſo embalm a man, no monu- 
ment ſo preſerve his memory and glory, 
as works of mercy. and goodneſs done 
in this life: for theſe will live in the 
minds of men and the ſight of God, 
when the haughty pyramids and mau- 
ſolæums of the greateſt Potentates are 
mouldered into duſt. 

Further 3dly, To do good is one of 


the weightieſt and moſt ſubſtantial du- 


ties of Religion. God accepts it, next 
to the worſhip immediately directed to 
Himſelf, as the higheſt mark of vene- 
ration and reſpect paid to him. If is 
one half of the Law, and next to the 


firſt and great commandment,' and very 


like to it *: and this truth is very ap- 
parent, if we conſider the great excel- 
lency of it, and the neceſſity we lie 


under of fulfilling it: for this Com- 


mandment we have from him, that be 


* Matth. xxii. 38, 39, 
F 3 who 
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who loveth God, love his Brother alſo*. 
The firſt Commandment, as it has 
God for the object of its worſhip, cer- 
tainly ſtands in the chief place and 
higheſt dignity. But the ſecond, as 
being more beneficial to men, muſt be 
allowed to have the advantage in its 
effects: for the Scriptures tell us cu 
Righteouſneſs extendeth not to Godt, 
we can do him no real ſervice, for our 
fakes only he is pleaſed to accept it; 
but works of . mercy and charity done 
to our fellow-creatures are of great uſe 
and real benefit to them. For which 
reaſon God is contented in many caſes 
that the external honour and worſhip, 
which by his poſitive command he re- 
quires of us, ſhould give way to the 
natural duty of love and mercy which 
we owe to one another. And accord- 
ingly the ſhewing mercy to our fellow- 
1 John iv. 21. + Pal. xvi. 2. 
creatures 
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creatures plainly appears from the ex, 
preſs words of Scripture to be the great 
mark and teſtimony of love to Gd 
Himſelf; for faith St. Jahn, hoſe 
hath this world's goods and ſeeth his 
brother have need and ſhutteth up his 
compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the 
love of God in him*? _ 
Moreover 4thly, by doing good 5 
improve our Nature and aſpire to the 
higheſt excellency and perfection. 
Me herein imitate God and Chriſt, 
whoſe examples are at all times in every 
reſpe& moſt worthy our imitation : as 
the higheſt wiſdom and goodneſs is 
diſplayed in their works and actions, 
whatever is done by them is moſt cer- 
tainly good and right, highly com- 
mendable and honourable, and beſt 
deſerving to be followed and copied 
by all reaſonable beings ; and therefore 


* I John ill, 17. 
F 4 to 
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to imitate their excellencies and per- 
fections, as much as in us lies, is to 
follow the traces of their wiſdom and 
goodneſs; and is reſtoring and renew- 
ing in ourſelves and imprinting on our 
minds, as far as our lapſed ſtate per- 
mits, the [mage of God*, which our 
firſt parents loſt by tranſgreſſion. 

And that by thus doing good we 
acquire to ourſelves ſomewhat of Divi- 
nity hath always been the common 
_ perſuaſion of Mankind, and this the 
practice of every Age teſtifies: ſeeing 
men, Heathen and Chriſtian, have ever 
been apt to place their Benefactors a- 
mong their Gods and Saints; deferring 
that love and veneration to them in de- 
gree, which in perfection belong only 
to the ſupreme benefactor, God. 


The general motives for charity and 


* Gen. i. 26. 


bene- 
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beneficence to all men I have now 
done with, and believe every hearer is 
ſenſible of and will acknowledge the 
force and power of them: but then, 
to proceed to the Buſineſs of the Day, 
as we are commanded not only to do 
good to all men, but more eſpecially to 
thoſe of the Houſehold of Faith * : when 
we conſider that the Objects of this 
day's labour of love are not only of the 
Houſehold of Faith, purchaſed and 
purified by the blood of the ſame Sa- 
viour, partakers of the ſame high-call- 
ing, and heirs of the ſame privileges 
and ' promiſes, but the diſtreſſed Wi- 
dows and Orphans of thoſe whoſe pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhed Office and 
Character it is, to be God's Miniſters + 
and Stewards of his Houſehold t; the 
preachers and expounders of his Word, 
the voice of his people in prayer, and 


* Gal. vi. 10. + Col. i. 23. f 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
|; diſpenſers 
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diſpenſers of his Sacraments and Be- 
nedictions: by whom we have been 
taugbt, confirmed, and ſtrengthened 
in all goodneſs, from our youth even 
unto this day: when, I ſay, we con- 
ſider theſe things they give an additio- 
nal ſtrength and force to the motives 
of our Charity already enumerated: 
for we may with Saint Paul account 
the whole Race of Chriſtians as one 
myſtical body in Chriſt, and the indi- 
viduals as members thereof. 
Ne is ſo ſenſible of the great weight 
of this Relation, that he applies and 
enforces it whenever occaſion offers; 
hence as he expreſſes whether one mem- 
ber ſuffer all the members ſuffer with 
it, or one member is honoured all the 
members rejoice with it“. 

What a noble idea does this alluſion 
give us of the near relation we ſtand 


* 1 Cor. xii. 26. 


in 
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in to each other? and how great muſt 
that love and affection be, which in- 
duces us to have as tender a regard to 
the members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, 
as of our own Natural one? Admoniſh- 
ing and inſtructing us to uſe the ſame 
diligence, care, and tenderneſs in giving 
relicf to the one, when aggrieved, as 
to the other? 

As therefore in the natural Lads 
thoſe parts which are moſt noble and 
vital demand our firſt and chief care, 
ſo in the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
which is his Church, they who con- 
tribute moſt to the life and vigour of 
the whole, deſerve our moſt eſpecial 
aid and ſupport: or in other words, 
they who dedicate their whole time 
and life 20 the miniſtring in and ſowing 
to us ſpiritual things, eminently deſerve, 
eſpecially in the day of adverſity, to par- 
take of and reap our carnal things 12 

® 3 Cor; Lhe A fur- 
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A further and very ſtrong motive 
ariſes from the conſideration that the 
Objects of this day's Charity from an 
honourable and proſperous condition 
are reduced to great want and miſery; 
from living plentifully and reputably 
are by an unavoidable change of affairs, 
which no fault of theirs brought upon 
them and no foreſight could prevent; 
namely the death of their huſbands 
and parents, on whoſe ſole lives their 
property depended, brought in a mo- 
ment under the very deplorable cir- 
cumſtances of poverty and contempt ; 
and from relieving others under the 
neceſſity of begging relief themſelves: 
circumſtances diſagreeable and hard to 
thoſe who are born in, and accuſtomed 
to them, and never experienced better; 
how intolerable then to thoſe who at 
once from a proſperous Condition are 
plunged into them ? 

A ter- 


oof 
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A terrible and ſhocking reverſe of 
fortune! which the families of Clergy- 
men are alone ſubject to, and that ge- 
nerally ſpeaking irretrievably for the 
remaining part of their lives, unleſs 
aſſiſted by our timely beneficence and 
liberality. | 
It has been objected indeed, we" but 

too truly, to charitable Pound 
that ſometimes the incomes ariſing 
from them have been ſhamefully miſ- 
applied wholly or in part, and divert- 
ted into remote and foreign channels; 
or conferred on improper and unde- 
ſerving objects: now none of theſe 
things have any place. here, for this 
Charity, I muſt further obſerve to you, 
recommends itſelf to our eſpecial no- 


tice and regard not only by ſetting be- 


fore us the moſt deſerving objects of 


our Chriſtian Bounty, but alſo by the 
very open, publick, and fair method, 
with 
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with which it is conducted : the Names 
and Characters of the perſons who ex- 
pect relief and the annual Sum allotted 
to them being read in open Court, and 
in the hearing of the whole Society ; 
and for the ſatisfaction of all who are 
not then preſent, particular Accounts 
are annually printed and diſtributed 
of the proceedings and charitable gifts, 
together with the names of each bene- 
factor and ſums ſubſcribed by them. 
And by the ſtanding rules of the So- 
ciety particular care is taken, that none 
but thoſe, who are not able to ſupport 
themſelves without the help of it, be 
admitted to a ſhare of its benefactions; 
and that in ſuch a moderate degree and 
proportion as only to raiſe them above 
the ſervile employments of life, which 
they are quite unfit for; and put them 
in the way of ſupporting themſelves 
decently by their own further care and 


I induſtry, 
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induſtry, Not adminiſtring hereby de- 
licacies or ſuperfluities to them, but 

only taking off by this means ſomewhat 
of the weight and burthen of thoſe 
wants, which it cannot be expected we 
ſhould wholly ſupply; and blunting 
the edge of that immoderate grief by 
which they would otherwiſe be pierced 
through with many ſorrows. 

Supporting by this means perſons 
who by an undeſerved calamity, after 
having enjoyed the ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity for a ſeaſon, would be ſhut up 
otherwiſe in the dark and diſmal cell 
of poverty to the day of their death; 
and ſuſtaining thoſe who never ſo much \ 
as dreamt of putting up their petitions 
to any but God for their daily bread : 
and all this in ſuch an endearing man- 
ner, as at one and the ſame time to 
ſupply their wants and prevent their 
JO of face, being ourſelves their 

Peti- 
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Petitioners and Benefactors: from a 
due ſenſe and full conviction that they 
cannot dig and are aſhamcd to beg. 
Moreover in every Scheme propoſed 
for the publick good, we are apt to 
conſider and enquire what encourage- 
ment it meets with from perſons of 
higher Rank and diſtinguiſhed for- 
tunes, who are juſtly thought well to 
underſtand things of this kind : and 


what they approve and countenance is 


generally ſeconded by us in our- pro- 
portion and degree. 

The Charity now before us is a 
in this reſpect, for from the ſmalleſt 
beginnings, piouſly ſet on foot at firſt 
only by a few private clergymen, it has 
by the encouragement, perſonal ap- 
pearance in our Courts, and very libe- 
ral contributions of the Nobility and 
Gentry of this County (to their laſting 
honour be it ſpoken) grown to the bulk 


and 
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and ſize we now ſee it of: a pledge 


and earneſt this, I truſt, of a future 


rich and plentiful Harveſt, © 
As a further incitement thus to re- 


lieve the diſtreſſed members of Chriſt's 


body, let me obſerve that the pleaſure 


of receiving is very great, but yet to 


every good and ingenuous mind natu- 


rally there is a far greater pleaſure in 


giving; which all muſt have experi- 


enced in ſome caſes at leaſt; for every 
one has at ſome time or other taſted 
the pleaſure of doing good to his friend, 
his brother, or his own child: and in 
this near felation do all Chriſtians ſtand. 


to us, as we are members of his body, 


and the fame pleaſure under a due dif- 
poſition of mind will ariſe from doing 
them good: the pleaſure therefore of 
this duty ſhould be a very ſtrong mo- 


tive with us to the diſcharge of it. 


: G A fur- 


82 Charity chiefly due 70 

A further inducement is, that by 
being thus charitable and beneficent to 
others we become a bleſſing to the 
World, and ſhall be bleſſed by all who 
know us: all good men will eſteem us 
in our Proſperity and be grieved as for 
themſelves in our Adverſity: and no 
man can tell how ſoon it may be our 
turn to need relief : for all our wealth: 
is ſurrounded with.dangers, and expoſ- 
ed to caſualties innumerable: violence 
may ſnatch it from us, treachery may 
cheat us of it, miſchance may ſeize 
_ thereon, a ſecret moth may devour it: 
the wiſdom of Providence for our tryal, 
or its juſtice for our puniſhment may 
bereave us of it: let us therefore in the 
day of our Proſperity by our bene- 
ficence and charity make ourſelves 
friends that may ſtand by us in the 
day of Adverſity. 


I muſt 
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I muſt further add upon the whole 
and with earneſtneſs too, that if a Cha- 
rity thus faithfully and openly con- 
ducted; and which in every view of it 
ſo much deſerves our concurrence and 
ſupport, lies ſtill neglected by us, we 
muſt have quite forgot that the great 
and moſt ſubſtantial part of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is thus to do good: theſe 
being the chief duties preſſed upon us 
Himfelf in his frequent Preachings: 
namely, the precepts 70 love our neigh- 
bour as outſebves, to love as brethren, 
and the like : and by which he declares 
that all men ſhall know we are his diſ- 
ciples* making it the diſtinguiſhing 
badge and charackeriſtick of his fol- 
lowers. 

And works «6; mercy 2 e 
done thus in the time of our health and 
1 Jobn xiii. 34. 

6 vigor 
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vigor are moſt pleaſing to God, as be- 
ing moſt ſincere: not thoſe at the time 
of our death and by our laſt Will: for 
this is giving ſomewhat when we can 
keep nothing to ourſelves, and is en- 
deavouring to avail ourſelves of thoſe 
commendations and thanks, which are 
only due to our mortality : for 'tis to 


be feared of all who put off their cha- 
rity to the day of their death, that 
what they then give is by an unwilling 
will* and that if they could in the en- 
joyment of their riches but be immor- 
tal (oh! monſtrous ingratitude l) they 
would never be charitable, 

Let us therefore do our Charity be- 
times, now, to day, in this acceptable 
day of the Lord, before the night and 
darkneſs of death come upon us, when 
no man can work; when all poſlibility 
of doing good any more to ourſelves 


er a- ye Qupew. Homer. 
OT 
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or others will be cut off from us for 
ever. | | 

Let us who live by the daily mer- 
cies of God, be always ready to ſhew 
mercy to our fellow- creature man and 
brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, 

In fine, may the good God wi 
that we whom he hath viſited with the 
greateſt of his mercies the Day-/þring 
from on high, and cheared with the 
benign and invigorating light of his 
Goſpel, may be partakers alſo of ſuch 
a degree of its warmth, that our hearts 
may not be cold and — with in- 
difference, but melt down in tender- 
neſs and pity at the ſight of the afflic- 
tions and diſtreſſes of thoſe for whom 
the Lord of life Himſelf died: and 
this in gratitude to Him, ſeeing he 
has told expreſſly, in as much as we do 
it to the leaft of theſe his brethren, we 
do it unto Him | 


* Mark xxv. 40. 
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Laſtly, let us remember this is that 
which will ſtand by us when all other 
things fail us, and afford us the greateſt 
comfort, at the hour of death. 
I ̃ be great eſtates men have got, the 
high places they have been advanced 
to, and the great power they have been 
inveſted withal, will then afford them 
but a melancholy proſpect; becauſe 
they are now leaving all theſe things, 
and they will know them, in the other 
world cbs it 1s too late) to be but a 
ſandy foundation to raiſe the great and 
li ſtructure of all their hopes and 
expectations upon: for power, great 
places, and riches profit not in the day 
of wrath: but on the contrary our 
power will then prove our weakneſs, 
the high places we have been advanced 
to our downfal, and to die rich will 
then be found to die moſt poor 5 

But the reflection on a well-ſpent _ 
life will give us hopes at the hour of 


2 our 


the Houſehold of Faith. . 87 


our diffoluttion here: with what aſſu- 
rance and godly confidence doth the 
good man then look over into the other 
world? where he hath provided for 
himſelf bags that wax not old, a trea- 
Jure in the heavens that faileth not *: 
Death himſelf, who from the worldly 
man takes all, cannot make ſuch an 
one poor: for though our power, high 
places, and eſtates will not follow us 
into the other world, our good deeds 
will: nay our power aided by theſe 
will procure us greater power; our 
high places will advance us ſtill higher; 
and our riches will ſecure to us heaven- 
ly treaſures: for though we cannot 
carry theſe things along with us, yet, 
by our Alms-deeds, we may ſend them 
before us, to make way for our recep- 
tion into everlaſting habitations + : hav- 
ing as wiſe Stewards improved theſe 
* Luke xii. 33. + Luke xvi. 9. 
G 4 Ta- 
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Talents committed to our care, and 
like provident Merchants tranſmitted 
and drawn them, under the fate cuſto- 
dy of God himſelf, into our Country 
and Home; where aſſuredly we ſhall 
find them with intereſt, and in the 
greateſt content and ſecurity enjoy 
them for ever, 

In ſhort, works of Mercy when all 
things elſe fail us, will comfort us at 
the hour of death, and plead for us at 
the day of Judgment, and procure for 
us at the hands of a moſt merciful God 
a glorious Recompence at the Reſur- 
rection of the juſt; for our Lord him- 
ſelf hath told us, 4/efſed is that Servant, 
whom when be cometh He ſhall find fo 
doing; and accordingly repreſents the 
lait Judgment as turning chiefly upon 
ſuch fort of actions; and the righteous 
are admitted to inherit the Kingdom, 


F Matt. xxiv. 47. 


becauſe, 
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becauſe, ſays He, I was an hungered 
and ye gave me meat, thin iy and ye 
gave me drink; I was & ſtranger and 
ye took me in; naked and ye. clathed 
me; in'priſon and ye came to me: and 
the wicked for want of theſe things 
are ſent away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment. * 
Mercifulneſs dna is juſtly eſteem- 
ed the moſt eminent Virtue, nay zhe 
Queen of all virtues* : the reſt deſerv- 
ing to be eſteemed only of her retinue 
and followers : ſeeing the final account 
and great examination at the laſt awful 
Day will turn chiefly upon it: God 
. himſelf having made it the ſpecial 
Touchſtone of piety, and great ground 
of all our happineſs. _ 

And then, when all Creatures ſhall 
_ tremble and Nature herſelf fall into 
convulſions at the dread Majeſty of the 


* Baru rey ger. Cryſ. 
impartial 
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impartial Judge; Thoſe that have true 
Charity will ſtand at 1 Bar unmoved, 
unterrified. 

A Calm this which no > Virtae can 
give; a Confidence, which Nothing 
can inſpire but Charity : That Charity 
which is the fulneſs of all virtue; the 

very Perfection and Excellency of the 
Goſpel of peace. 

So that evidently the Reward of 45 
ing good, as I propoſed to ſhew you, 
is ſure both in this World and the next: 
Godlineſs (or Beneficence) having, as 
the Scriptures expreſſly aſſure us, pro- 
miſe of the life that now is, enn 
which is to come. 

But by way of concluſion ſuffer me 
in the mean time to give you this one 
only caution, that there is on the other 
hand an unavoidable puniſhment pre- 
pared for thoſe who negle& the Duty 

* 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
| b enjoined 
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enjoined in the Text of doing god; 
for if works of Charity and Mercy are 
well pleaſing in God's ſight, and will 
purchaſe for us a glorious reward in 
the next Life: the omiſſion and neg- 
le& of them will aſſuredly bring upon 
us his hotteſt diſpleaſure and moſt be 
vere puniſhment. 

42 indeed it would make, one 
tremble to think, how madly ſome 
men dance upon the brink of the Pre- 
cipice; who to the laſt ſhuWfle off theſe 
and other duties of the greateſt. mo- 
ment and neareſt concern; or in their 
ſtead foſter and cheriſh ſome darling 
fin in their boſom; and endeavour all 
the while to quiet their Conſciences 
with diſtinctions and limitations which 
the Scripture no where allows and ap- 
proves of. Wretched hopes, that men 
ſhould thus deceive themſelves whilſt 
they think to mock God! 

5 Did 
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Did they ever confider he is our 
Maker and Sovereign Lord, We his 
Creatures and Vaſſals: did they ever 
conſider our Lawgiver is able to fave 
and deſtroy; and that He will accept 
of nothing leſs than a ſincere and intire 
obedience to all his laws; without a 
reſerve to our moſt beloved luſts and 
deareſt intereſts: did they ever conſt- 
der He hath ſet life and death before 
us, that We are probationers for eter- 
nity, and that our future condition will 
depend wholly and ſolely on our con- 
duct here; certainly one would think, 
if truths of ſo great moment were 6 
riouſly laid to heart, it would be a 
great reſtraint upon vice, and no leſs 
a diſcouragement to that ſel i-flattery 
and hypocriſy that is ſo common in the 
world: unleſs men could be ſo fond 
as to think that the periſhing goods 
and light afflictions of this dying life 


_ are 
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are ſufficient to be put in the balance 
againſt that eternal weight of glory, 


which is the inheritance of the Saints 


in light; and that inſupportable tor- 
ment, which will be the certain portion 
of h 1 
Chriſtianity with their lips, but Tag 
to practiſe it in their lives. : 
And now after all that has been ald. 
if there are any ſtill ſo hardened in * 


as to neglect theſe moſt weighty truths, 
and put: off their Charity continually 


to another day, they will find in the 


end, that ho much ſoever the Judge 


of all the earth may delay his appear- 
ing, and how long ſoever the life of 


the wicked may be, yet his deſtruction 


when it comes will ſurprize him un- 
provided as in a moment, in a day 
ben he looketh not for it, and at an 
hour when he is not aware; and then 
all his hypocritical pretences will ap- 
Pear thin as the Spider's web; and his 

* Lake xi. 46. ex- 


ypocrites, and of all who profeſs 
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expectations and hopes as the light chaff, 
which the wind ſcattereth away uw the 
fare F the earth*. _ 

But T hope better things of all here 
preſent, and that they will lay theſe 
moſt intereſting truths to heart, and 
duly conſider them again and again: 
turning betimes from the devious waſtes 
and frightful precipices of folly and 
unrighteouſneſs, which go down to the 
vale of death; into the ſecure and happy 
paths of wiſdom and virtue: and em- 
bracing and holding faſt at all times the 
words and advice of the Text of doing 
gad; that by this following the perfect 
example of their only Maſter! and Savi- 


our, and being like Him rich in bene- 


volence and mercy here, they themſelves 
may (according to his moft ſure promiſe) 
obtain mercy ꝶ hereafter, and lay up for 
themſelves an immortal crown of glory 
in the world to come. Amen. 

* P/almi. 4: + Matt. v. 7. 
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A ſuccincs view of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and the Changes it has under- 
gone, from the firſt Times down to 
the Preſent Age. 
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On the different Stages of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 


* * A. * _ 'Y * — 4 


* 


M A T T. xix. Part of the Sth Verſe, 
From 550 Beginning it was not ſo.— 


U R Bleſſed: Saviour in theſe 
words anſwers the Phariſees in 
a Diſcourſe he held with them con- 
cerning Divorcements, and ſhews that 
the indulgence permitted them by 
Moſes was not agreeable to the firſt 
command of God: for faith He, 
Mofes becauſe of the hardneſs of your 
heart ſuffered you to put away y;, 
wives, but from the B eginning it was 
not ſo: and as in this, ſo in other 
particular duties, they had greatly de- 
viated from the intent of the Law, and 
were even ſuffered in it for a time: 

= and 
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and the ſame declenſion of manners 
from the purity of the Primitive Ages 
aroſe alſo, through the iniquity of 
former times, and remiſneſs of Diſci- 
pline in the Chriſtian Church; and 
encreaſed ſo greatly that if we carry 
our Inquiry backwards to the farſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and take a fair 
unprejudiced view of its earlieſt and 
pureſt times, which our Lord graced 

with his Preſence, and going down- 
wards make a particular remark of the 
many corruptions, conflicts, and dan- 
gers it underwent in its different ſuc- 
ceſſive Stages; it will be matter of 
great grief and concern to us to find 
in the progreſs of this Diſquiſition, 
that thoſe very perſons who were ap- 
pointed as Guardians of the Sacred 
Oracles of God, were the firſt to ſtain 
and deform Them by heedleſs incon- 
ſiderate reaſonings and interpretations, 


extra- 
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extravagant concluſions, licentious a- 
buſes and perverſions, by impure mix- 
tures and baſe allays; teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men, 
blending human inventions with the 
Divine Appointments, and mixing fo- 
reign and ſpurious things with native 
and genuine. 

And if in the courſe of this Inquiry 
we too attentively dwell upon the ma- 
ny fictions, forgeries, and falſe tenets 
introduced from time to time, and 
diſſenſions and uncharitable n 
ings that aroſe in the Chriſtian Com- 
mon-wealth; it will go near greatly 
to puzzle and confound us, and ſo far 
bewilder us that we ſhall not know on 
which ſide to turn, where to fix our 
foot, or by what path to extricate our- 
ſelves from theſe mazes and perplexi- 
ties; but be loſt in endleſs painful un- 

Matt. xv. 9. 
1 cer- 
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certainties and diſtracting doubts, till 
we carry our thoughts up once again 
and inquire carefully of the old Ways, 
and remember what our Saviour ſays 
in the Text, that from the Beginning 
it was not ſo and then bringing our 
obſervations downward note how in 
following Ages the Additions and Su- 
perſtructures, which load and deform 
the Chriſtian Building, were raiſed by 
wicked and deſigning men; and, by 
removing them in our minds, take an 
exact Survey of the beauty, order, and 
Symmetry of the firſt moſt excellent 
and Divine Plan“. 

So that you "8 Fe Subject Matter 
of my preſent inquiry, is not of a 
trifling nature, or of little and no con- 

* I for my part after a long and (as I verily 
believe and hope) impartial ſearch of the true way 
to eternal happineſs, do profeſs plainly that I can- 
not find any reſt for the ſole of my foot but on 
this Rock [of the Bible] only. Chillingworth. 
cern 
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cern to us: be aſſured, ordinary and 


trivial relations have no place here; 
nor even the moſt intereſting ſchemes 
of men either in their Commercial or 
Political Views; No, this Diſcourſe 
ſoars much higher, and will turn wholly 
on that admirable Polity, which is en- 
titled by no leſs a name than the King- 
dom of God, and on the Revelations 
of his only-begotten Son: in fine on 
that Wiſdom, which came down from 
Heaven, and was deſigned for making 
us wiſer, better, and happier. 

And do Thou, O bleſſed Spirit of 
God, that dwelleſt in the upright heart 
and pure, inſpire my Mind and direct 
my Thoughts in the way of Divine 
Truths, and Purity of the Goſpel, that 
1 may juſtify the ways of Providence 
to men, whulſt I purſue ſome general 
heads only of this moſt intereſting and 
diffuſive Subject. 

H 3 Now 
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Now this important Inquiry natu- 
rally divides itſelf into two Periods or 
Aras, the firſt taking in the pureſt times 
before the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity 
by the Secular Power, and the ſecond 
including the following and more de- 
- generate ages down to the time of the 
Reformation : when light was again 
reſtored to the Church, and much of 
its ancient purity and ſplendor. 
And in the progreſs of this Inquiry 
we ſhall much reſemble a Traveller 
croſſing an hilly Country: at firſt ſett- 
ing out We ſhall ſeem to aſcend a lofty 
Mountain, that from its Top will afford 
us moſt delightful and extenſive views 
then go down a ſtcep declivity and be 
a long while loſt in thorny obſcure 
paths, dark caves, and miry bogs, at- 
the bottom of the Vale; till at length | 
finding our error, We ſhall with much 
pains and difficulty extricate ourſelves 
I and 
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and regain the Summit we left ; and: be 
once more to our great joy entertained 
with the former agreeable and enlarged 
Proſpect, but now a little darkened 
indeed with ſome few flying clouds. 

And 1/4, We are to take a view of 
Chriſtianity in its pureſt Ages, before 
its Eſtabliſhment by the Secular Power. 

And here- on the firſt entrance on 
this Subject, what a delightful and hea- 
venly Scene opens itſelf to our view, 
Our Lord JESUS CHRIST the Son 
and expreſs Image of the moſt high 
God, manife/t in the fleſh, attended by 
his blefſed Apoſtles and holy Saints: 
a ſmall but uncorrupted Church, ad- 
orned with the true Doctrine ſent from 
Heaven, purity of worſhip, ſanctity of 
diſcipline, and innocence of lite and 
manners. 

No taint of "repoſſeſſion or aloha J 
no footſteps of pride or vanity, oſten- 

H 4 tation 
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tation or ambition, have any place 
here. It is all pure and ſincere: no- 
thing too much, nothing wanting: but 
ſuch a complete Rule of life and man- 
ners that the wiſeſt and beſt muſt ac- 
knowledge tends to the preſent and 
future good of Mankind: and that all 
would be happy if all would practiſe 
it: Characters truly Divine and ſeen 
and admired by all men, as peculiar to 
this firſt and pureſt Age, and wherein 
it did indeed far excel all that went 
before, or came after it. 


Darkneſs, palpable darkneſs, reſted 


upon the minds of men for Ages be- 
fore: the Heathens quite alienated 
from the knowledge and worſhip of 


the One true God, adored not only 
wicked deified men, but fourfooted 
beaſts and creeping things of the earth, 
and even ſenſeleſs "WW and the ar 


mate ſtarry Hoſt, and Idols of wood 
and 
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and ſtone, graven by man's art: nay, 
they deſcended lower ſtill, dedicating 
temples and offering facrifice to the 
paſſions of the human mind, diſeaſes 
of the body, and accidents of life. And 
what could their folly and depravity 
extend to further? even this, the offer- 
ing the fruit of their bodies, the deareſt 
pledges of their lives and fortunes, to 
the very curſed fiends of hell. 

And as to the Jews, the choſen peo- 
ple of God, what ſtrange defections do 
we find mas them? what amaz- 
ing apoſtacies? what iniquities, lewd- 
neſſes, and prodigious impieties? in- 
ſomuch that their Hiſtory is but one 
continued Tragedy repeating the dread- 
ful melancholy Tale. 

And thus had both Jem and Gentile 
not only ſinned and come ſhort of the 
glory of God *, but were fo far degene- 
* Rom. iii. 19. 

rated 
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rated and corrupted by fond and wild. 
ſuperſtitions and wicked practices, that 
neither the wiſdom of Lawgivers, nor 
lectures of Philoſophers; neither the 
ſri Diſcipline and earneſt Expoſtu- 
lations of Mofes, nor ſevere reproofs 
and dreadful denunciations of the Pro- 
phets could produce in them the lovely 
and deſireable fruits of Piety and Righ- 
teouſneſs. a nr 

Whom then was the mighty, the 
important Taſk reſerved for? Who can 
be found equal to the great Undertak- 


ing of amending and reforming the 
World ? | 


Thou, O CHRIST, the Son of the 
living God, Thou haſt diſpelled this 
Darkneſs. Thou art the Light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy People 
JVrael Thou art the Way and the 
Truth+, by which we are led and in- 


Li. 38. 1 Jobn xiv. 6. 
ſtructed 
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ſtructed to 1urn from dead Idols and 
ſerve the living God: Thou enduedſt 
thy followers with every Divine Grace 
and Virtue; and art a ſure Guide to 
all good, and ſafe Guard from all evil; 
in one word, though We find ourſelves 
able to do nothing of ourſefves, yet we 
can do all tbings by thy ſtrengthening 
Power. | 
Thou by thy doctrine, miracles, and 
example, by thy ſufferings and death, 
by thy glorious reſurrection and aſcen- 
ſion, haſt taught and encouraged us 
to proceed undauntedly in the paths 
of Virtue, reſiſt every temptation, and 
by the aſſiſtance of thy Spirit follow 
thee Heaven-wards : whither Thou art 
gone before to prepare a place of eter- 
nal Reſt for all thy faithful followers: 
where they will enjoy the converſation 
and delights of God to all eternity. 
* Phil. iv. 13. 
This 
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This is that Victory over the world, 
this that Wiſdom among them that 


are made perfect, which poor illiterate 


Fiſhermen and Handicraftſmen, ſpite 
of all the power, policy, learning, elo- 
quence, paſſion, prejudices, intereſts, 
rage, cunning and malice of men and 
curſed Spirits, without any worldly ad- 
vantage on their fide, and not with en- 
ticing words of man s wiſdom, but with 
weapons not carnal *; ſpread, I fay, in 
the ſpace of a few years only e 
out the whole World. 

Nov that ſo few and mean perſagh 
ſhould, againſt ſo many obſtacles, and 
in ways ſo very unlikely and uncom- 
mon, propagate at once a Doctrine un- 
favourable to the natural propenſions, 
current principles, and ſecular advan- 
tages of men, and as it were in an in- 
ſtant become ſucceſsful and triumph- 


* 2 Cor. x. 4 | 
ant: 
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ant: that all the might, wit, and elo- 
quence of Men ſhould ſtoop and ſerve 

nder them; that the majeſty of thron- 
ed Ones ſhould veil itſelf in their pre- 
ſence: that all other Religions ſhould 
vaniſh like ſmoak at their Preach- 
ing, and the power of evil Spirits 
themſelves ſink under Them: theſe 
Things, I fay, plainly declare that 
God's own right Hand ſuccoured 
them; and that by Them he pro- 
claimed his holy truths and made the 
mighty Salvation, wrought by his only- 
begotten Son, known to the ends of 


the Earth. 


O give me back thoſe Times, where- 
in Truth itſelf, divine and heavenly 
truth, ſhaded by no cloud of paſſion, 
nor ſullied by any worldly taint, gave 
a clear view of herſelf to mankind, and 
excited in every beholder that admira- 
tion and love of Virtue, which before 


I | was 
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ſtant become ſucceſsful and triumph- 


* 2 Cor. x. 4. 


ant: 
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ant: that all the might, wit, and elo- 
quence of Men ſhould ſtoop and ſerve 

nder them; that the majeſty of thron- 
ed Ones ſhould veil itſelf in their pre- 
ſence: that all other Religions ſhould 
vaniſh like ſmoak at their Preach- 
ing, and the power of evil Spirits 
themſelves ſink under Them: theſe 
Things, I ſay, plainly declare that 
God's own right Hand ſuccoured 
them; and that by Them he pro- 
claimed his holy truths and made the 
mighty Salvation, wrought by his only- 
begotten Son, known to the ends of 
the Earth. 

O give me back thoſe Times, where- 
in Truth itſelf, divine and heavenly 
truth, ſhaded by no cloud of paſſion, 
nor fullied by any worldly taint, gave 
a clear view of herſelf to mankind, and 
excited in every beholder that admira- 
tion and love of Virtue, which before 

I was 
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was only * talked of and extolled, but 
never ſeen and felt till now! 

In theſe firſt and pureſt times Chri- 
ſtians enjoyed the uncorrupted Word 
of God, the greateſt beſt gift that Hea- 
ven could give or Men receive, unſul- 
lied by human inventions, and clear 
of the many bold additions and arro- 
gant innovations grafted upon it ſince 
by weak and vain, or arbitrary and 
worldly-minded men. | 

The whole ſum of Faith and Salva- 
tion conſiſted then in knowing the one 
true God and JESUS CHRIST his 
Son, and, by the aid of the Divine 
Spirit, in the exerciſe of unfeigned re- 
pentance and univerſal righteouſneſs, 
Add who can object to this divine Plan? 


* By Plato and other Philoſophers. - 

+ Mr. Lock in his Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 
Page 190, ſays, St. Fohn's Goſpel was not written 
till many years after not only the other Goſpels, 
and St. Zuze's Hiſtory of the Ads; but in all 
| appear- 
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| What? Is not the Goſpel a Cove- 
nant of free grace, and not of right? 
And has not God, who only can, thus 
ſet the Meaſures of it? And are not 
what He has appointed fundamental 
Articles, alone ſo? Or can any Power 
pretend to diminiſh, add to, or make 
any other neceſſary? 

The Scriptures have told us that 
even the declarations of an Angel from 
heaven are not to be regarded in this 
| caſe: and what then can authoriſe men 
to interpoſe their opinions or introduce 
any additions, who are ſo far ſhort of 
the Angels in wiſdom and goodneſs*? 
appearance, after all the Epiſtles writ by the other 
Apoſtles. So that above threeſcore years after 
our Saviour's Paſſion (for ſo long after, both 
Epiphanius and St. Jerome allure us this Goſpel 
was written) St. Jobs knew nothing elſe to be 
required to be believed [as he tells us Chap. xx. 


and 31ſt Verſe] for the attaining of Life eternal, 
but that Feſus is the Meſſiah, the Son of God. 


* Gal. i. 8, 9. | 
When 


1 


On the different Stages 
When our Superiors in the Church 
concern themſelves only in appointing 
ceremonies and limiting the uſe of 
things indifferent for the fake of order 
and edification; they act within their 
proper ſphere: but when they go fur- 
ther and boldly venture to add to Fun- 
1 damentals*, they greatly excced the 
3 bounds of their province, and cup 
1 on the authority of God. 

The credit and influence our Saviour 
had over the minds of his Apoſtles and 
Jt immediate followers kept them from 
AY boldly mixing any conceits, any wrong 

0 notions; any thing tending to their own 
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Now concerning the requiring a catalogue of 
fundamentals, I need anſwer no more, but what 
Abraham tells the rich man in hell, habent Moſem 
et Prophetas, they have Moſes and the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, let them ſeek them 
there: for ifthey find them not there, in vain will 
they ſeek them in all the world beſides. Ever me- 
morable Mr. Hales's Tracts, 12mo. p. 73. 
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| by-intereſt, or that of a party; in their 
tenets and morality. 
They enjoyed univerſally great un- 
corruptneſs and ſimplicity of worſhip, 
free from any mixture of heatheniſh. 
phantaſtical rites, and eaſed of the yoak 
of Jewiſh obſervances and ceremonies. 

Nor were the faithful as yet im- 
| Poſed upon by the ſubtleties of School 
men and metaphyſical quibbles, un- 
happily introduced. afterwards. by the 
converted diſciples of Zeno, Plato, or 
Ariſtotle *, 

Theſe things are quite unſuitable to 
the genius of the pure and plain Reli- 
gion of the holy Feſus : à Religion, 
believe me not deſigned for diſputation 
and wrangling, but for improvement 
in life and manners; eaſy, ſimple, and 
accommodated to the capacity of all 


* Of theſe things St. Baſil complains in the 


following words, T£xvoNoygow, £x: Ocohoysow 
od . 


I men, 


* 


/ 
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men, the ignorant and illiterate as well 
as the ſubtle and learned. 
Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf gives 


this in anſwer to St. John's inquiry, 


as one principal mark' and proof of his 


being the true Mefiah THE POOR 
HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED 
UNTO THEM. A deſign this 
worthy the interpoſition of providence 
to inſtruct the poor, whom men are 
moſt apt to overlook and neglect, and 
inform the ignorant, whom they too 


How admirably this was adapted to the exi- 
gences of mankind at the time our Saviour began 
to preach the Word of God, will appear from Mr. 
Locke's obſervation of the then ſtate of the world; 
F people, ſays he, were pundtual in their feaſts, 
ſolemnities, and formalities of Religion: the Prieſts 
aſſured them the Gods were appeaſed, and they looked 
no further. Few went to the ſchools of their Phi- 
loſophers to be inſtructed in tbeir duties: and to 
know what was good and evil in their aflions. No 
wonder then that Religion was every where diſtin- 
guiſhed from and preferred to Virtue, Reaſonable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity by Mr. Locke. . 


COM=- 
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commonly find an intereſt in deceiv- 
ing. 23 i 
- Away then with all human quirks, 
all overcurious diſquiſitions after the 
ſecret decrees of God, and bold'deter- - 
minations of points placed above finite 
comprehenſion ; away with all 'idle 
contentions about trivial matters and 
unprofitable queſtions : but put ye on 
the new man which is after God created 
in righteouſneſs * ; aſpire after that 
Faith which is productive of good 
works: that pure and undefiled Reli- 
gion, which conſiſted at firſt in loving 
God above all things, and their Neigh- 
bour as themſelves; and doing good to 
all men univerſally enemies as well as 
friends, and keeping themſelves un- 
ſpotted from the World: in fine it was 
an union and reſemblance of all divine 
virtues and graces ſtamped upon the 
» Eph. iv. 24. 
12 mind 
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mind of man, and diſplaying itſelf 


viſibly in their lives and actions which 
conſtituted the true Chriſtian Charac- 
ter: a Character of all others moſt firm 
in its foundation being fixed on the 
Rock of Ages, and moſt excellent in 
its effects, as it beſt adyances the glory 
of God and the good of men. 

And this is True and Acceptable Re- 
ligion, and that which is commonly 
called external, namely all outward 
actions, are but ſigns and pictures of 
this; the ſhidowy form of this ſubſtan- 
tial body. 

Such was the purity fi the Church, 
ſuch the manners of that moſt excellent 
Age, which our bleſſed Saviour adorn- 
ed by his preſence and unſpotted ex- 
ample, and heavenly doctrine, and the 
Apoſtles by their fervent exhortations 
and unwearied labors and preachings. 


2 And 
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And the influence of theſe divine 
Ages had an happy effect not only on 
the times immediately ſucceeding to 
the holy Apoſtles, but even upon ſome 
Ages after them, whilſt the remem- 
brance of our Lord's Life, Sufferings, 
Death and Aſcenſion were freſh in the 
minds, and the faith yet new fervent 
in believers. 

The active vital principle of Religion 
purity of heart, ſhone gloriouſly like 
the Sun in his ſtrength in the whole 
courſe of their lives and beautified all 
their actions, and rendered them ſacri- 
fices holy and acceptable unto the Lord. 

And the ſame Belief continued as to 
the main for ſome Ages, and pretty 
nearly the ſame Chriſtian Spirit, and 
exerciſe of the excellent graces and vir- 
tues of the Goſpel: and in fine much 
of its Original beauty and ſplendor. 


I 3 The 
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The Chriſtians of theſe Ages having 
no eſtabliſhment, had given up all their 
intereſts in this world, and lived in a 


perpetual preparation for the next, as 
not knowing how ſoon they might be 


called into it: and they talked of little 


elſe but the life and doctrines of that 
divine perſon, who was their hope, their 
encouragement, and their glory. And 
their manner of worſhip and diſcipline 
we find to be primitive and pure, con- 
fiſting in prayers, confeſſion, thankſ- 
givings, hymns to God and Chriſt; in 
the obſervation of the Sabbath and in 
reading and expounding the Scripture 
publickly, in the vulgar tongue, and the 
uſe of the Sacraments, Baptiſm and the 
Euchariſt *, and in the exerciſe of uni- 


* Tertul, Ap. c. 39.—By Baptiſm only can we 
be admitted viſible Members of Chriſt's Church 
on earth: and this has been the ſettled practice 
of the whole Church at all times and is of perpe- 
tual obligation every where—And the uſes and 

| ends 
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verſal righteouſneſs and fancere repent- 
ance, The Gnoſtick Hereſy, and the 
frantick conceits of Cerdon, Marcion, 
and Manes, and others may fairly be 
neglected and paſſed over in this ac- 
count; for at the beſt they can only be 


called nominal Chriſtians, and were 
beſides ſo obſcure and deſpiſed that the 


Church received not the leaſt ſoil or 


taint from them. 


The Ages I am now . of 
were the Ages of Perſecution: and I 
ſhould be thought to advance a Para- 
dox, ſhould I affirm that there were 


more Chriſtians in the world during 


ends (ſays the learned Mr. Jobn Hales of Eaton) 
of the Lord's ſupper can be no more than ſuch as 
are mentioned in the Scriptures and they are but 
two: 1ſt, The Commemoration of the Death and 
Paſſion of the Son of God, ſpecified by himſelf at 
the Inſtitution of the Ceremony; 2dly, To teſtify 
our. Union with Chriſt, and Communion one 
with another, as St. Paul hath taught us. Hales's 
ſeveral Tracts, 12mo. p. 57. 


| oh theſe 
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theſe times of perſecution, than there 
are at preſent in theſe which we call 
the flouriſhing times of Chriſtianity. 
But this would be found an indiſputa- 
ble truth, if we form our calculation 
upon the opinions which prevailed in 
thoſe days, that every one who lives in 
the habitual practice of any voluntary 
ſin, actually cuts himſelf off from the 
benefit and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and whatever he may call himſelf, is 
in reality no Chriſtian, nor ought to 
be eſteemed as ſuch. 

In the times we have ſurveyed the 
Chriſtian Religion ſhewed its full force 
and ethcacy on the minds of men, and 
by many examples demonſtrated what 
great and glorious Characters it was 
capable of producing. It exalted and 
refined its proſelytes to a very high 
degree of perfection, and ſet them far 
above the pleaſures, and even the pains 


of 
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of this life, and moſt excruciating tor- 
ments of death itſelf. It ſtrengthened 
the infirmity, and broke the fierceneſs 
of human Nature. It lifted up the 
minds of the ignorant to the knowledge 
and worſhip of him that made them, 
and infpired the vicious with a rational 
devotion, a ſtrict purity of heart, and 
an unbounded love to their fellow-crea- 
tures. In proportion as it ſpread thro' 
the world, it ſeemed to change man- 
kind into another ſpecies of beings. 
No ſooner was'a convert initiated into 
it, but by an eaſy figure, he became 
a new man, and both acted and looked 
upon himſelf as one regenerated and 
born a ſecond time into another ſtate 
of exiſtence: and animated with better 


hopes, kept on their warfare undaunt- 


edly to the end. 
Thus then the Chriſtian Religion as 
to the main, allowing for human in- 
firmities, 
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firmities, and ſmall blemiſhes, conti- 
nued, notwithſtanding the utmoſt rage 
and malice of men and evil Spirits, 
pure and undefiled for ſeveral ſucceſlive 
Ages: and preſerved much of its dig- 
nity and venerableneſs, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome few beginning errors, even 


down to the end of the third Century. 


But to paſs 2d/y to the following 
Fra, which I propoſed to conſider, 
when it was encouraged and eftabliſh- 
ed by the Secular Power. 

And here a new, and what perhaps 
of all things we leaſt expect, a moſt 
melancholy Scene preſents itſelf to our 
view. | 

What is that? Even this, That 
which the frowns and whips of fortune 
could never do, her {miles and favours 
too ſoon effected: the Church was 
now quickly vitiated, when moſt en- 

couraged 
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couraged and rewarded to perſevere 
_ upright; and even corrupted,” as beſt 
things are too apt to be, by the Sun- 
ſhine of the fineft and moſt virtuous 
Seaſon: It was now indeed by its eſta- 
bliſhment under the moſt excellent 
Emperor Conſtantine the Great, reliev- 
ed from thoſe ſevere hardſhips, cruel 
torments, and frightful deaths, with 
which, even under a ſeries of ten gene- 
ral perſecutions it conflicted for many 
Ages before: but theſe external aſſaults 
removed left them the more expoſed to 
the internal and more dangerous ones a- 
riſing from their own paſſions, evil in- 
clinations, and finiſter worldly views: 
the dark furnace of Adverſity tried, 
purified, and refined their Virtue, but 
the bright ſplendor of Proſperity by its 
baneful influence and faſcination ſoon 


blaſted, ſullied, and defiled it. 


The 
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The Empire was now converted to 
Chriſtianity, and the Church eftabliſh- 
ed and enriched with various immuni- 
ties, privileges, and honors; happy, 
thrice happy, had they known their 
own happineſs and purſued it; had 
ſuch noble and princely emoluments 
taught them in time to render 'them- 
ſelves deſerving of them 'by a propor- 
tionable improvement in piety, humi- 
lity, and every divine grace and virtue: 
but as ill fate would have it, the daz- 
ling ſplendor and glory of theſe earthly 
Advantages ſoon infected them and 
ſowed in their hearts the baneful ſeeds 
of worldly-mindedneſo, pride, and cor- 
ruptions of every kind: and to their 
indelible infamy, the pure and plain 
Religion of the Holy JESUS on the 
acceſſion and converſion of the Hea- 
thens was even adulterated. and deprav- 
ed by a prepoſterous and too great con- 
ſormity 
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formity to the manners, cuſtoms, cere- 
monies, and pomps of their Religions; 
receiving a taint from each“, as a pure 
ſtream, fed by the dew of heaven, does 
from the various ſoils through which it 
paſſes: in ſhort the Church being now 
ſecured in all the advantaeges and ho- 
nours of peace, but too ſoon gave way 
to her alluring charms and was ſhortly 
immerſed in the many follies and vices 


that uſually attend a alk and oy 


* When Chriſtianity became a bulky Syſtem, 
one may trace in it the genius of the loquacious 
and ever· wrangling Greeks: of the enthuſiaſtick 
Africans, whoſe imagination was ſublimated by 
the heat of the Sun: of the ſuperſtitious Egyptians, 
whoſe fertile ſoil and warm climate produced 
Monks and Hermits like animals ſprung from the 
impregnated mud of the Nile: and of the ambitious 
and political Romans, who were reſolved to rule 
the world in one ſhape or other. To this we may. 
add Jewiſh Zeal for trifles, ariſing from a con- 
trated illiberal mind: the learned ſubtilty of the 
Gentile Philoſophers, and the pomp and ceremony 
of Paganiſm. Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory by 
Dr. Fortin, 9 P. 13. 


State: 


| 
| 
| 


— 
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State: being now much greater in riches 
I; but leſs far leſs in RY and 
virtue 

The revenues of the Clergy were 
continually added to and improved by 
the bounty and munificence of princes, 
and their pride, ambition and quarrels 
with equal pace came on. And as 
evils ſeldom come ſingle and unattend- 
ed, another fatal one followed hard 
upon theſe: the faith was corrupted 
and various , and the Diſcipline of 
the Church quite remiſs and. little re- 
garded, and an unbounded licentiouſ- 


neſs every where prevailed: many no- 


* Poſtquam [Eccleſia] ad Chriſtianos principes 
venerit potentia et divitiis major, ſed virtutibus 
et pietate minor eſt. S. Jerom. Oper. Tom. 2. 
N 21. 8 

+ St. Hilary complains of this Age, which 
followed the Nicene Council, That men wrote Di- 
vinity according to the times, and that new faiths 


- were coined ſo continually, that there began to 
be none left. 


2 minal 
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minal Chriſtians were to. be ſeen, but 
few real ones; the form of godlineſs 
was conſpicuous every where, but the 
ſabſtance and power hardly to be found 
any where: Religion did not now as 
in the primitive ages conſiſt in purity 
of life and innocency of manners, but 
wholly in empty forms, gaudy cum- 
brous ceremonies, coſtly habits, phan- 
taſtical pomps, and groſs ſuperſtitions : 
and the pure and holy Religion they 
received from the Apoſtles and their 
followers was overwhelmed and loft 
in the wide and fathomleſs Ocean of 
worldly vanities and idolatries. 

In fine theſe things were a deadly 
poiſon to the Chriſtian's life of Reli- 
gion and Virtue, and brought as it 
were an enfeebling palſy on all its pow- 
ers, and quite deſtroyed its activity and 
vigor. Theſe the hurtful baneful rares 
that the Enemy ſew in the Church, and 


by 
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by which he corrupted the Soil, killed 
the faireſt beſt plants, and almoſt de- 


ſtroy ed the whole harveſt. 
That in the firſt and pureſt Ages 


the Chriſtians greatly reſpected and re- 
verenced the Martyrs and Saints who 
lived in the true faith and fear of God, 


and appointed ſolemn Feſtival Days 
for the celebration of their memories 
after death, was natural and commend- 
able; being only deſigned to provoke 


thoſe that ſurvived them to a like piety. 


That Orators called upon them after- 
wards in their diſcourſes in order to 
make them the more affecting and im- 
preſſive on the minds of the people, 
can hardly be charged upon them as a 
fault: but that ſuch figures of ſpeech 


taken in too literal a ſenſe, ſhould after- 


wards induce them to pray to and im- 
plore their patronage and interceſſion 
in Churches and Oratories dedicated 
to 
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to them for that purpoſe; theſe things, 
I fay, were highly to be cenſured as 
bold and unwarrantable additions, and 
impious innovations. 

But that Images which are expreſily 
forbidden by the Divine Law, ſhould 
afterwards fc be placed in Churches 
as things perhaps ornamental and of 
uſe to vulgar apprehenſions, or to bring 
the common people, who had always 
been accuſtomed to them, the more 
readily from Heatheniſm to Chriſtia- 
nity ; and that they ſhould in the end, 
notwithſtanding the oppoſition of the 
beſt men of thoſe times*, have even 
divine honours 8 to them: 
The Council of Eliberis forbad pictures to be 
placed in Churches. And in oppoſition to ſuch 
practices Epiphanius tore a veil which had a picture 
drawn upon it. And Serenus broke down Images 
and caſt them out of the Church, Charles XII. 
in a 1 held at Frantſort, and Ludovicus pius 


in his Synod at Paris, by ſolemn decrees condemn- 
ed this heatheniſh cuſtom. Eccleſ; Hiſt. 


theſe. 
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theſe things, I ſay, were manifeſt tokens 
of impure and Heatheniſh mixtures 
blending themſelves with and defiling 
and adulterating the pure appointments 
of God: and leaving in the end only 
a faint ſhadow of Chriſtianity, void of 

colouring and lineaments. | 
It was the common diſeaſe of the 
Chriſtians of theſe Ages not to content 
themſelves with that meaſure of faith 
which God and the Scriptures expreſſly 
afforded them; but out of a vain de- 
fire of knowing more than was reveal- 
ed, they attempted to diſcuſs things of 
which they could have no light, either 
from reaſon or revelation : nor did they 
reſt here, but upon pretence of Church 
Authority, they peremptorily conclud- 
ed, and confidently impoſed upon o- 
thers a neceſſity of receiving and enter- 
taining concluſions of that nature : and 
to ſtrengthen themſelves broke out into 
as diviſions 
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diviſions and factions, oppoſing man 
to man, Synod to Synod, Council to 
Council, till the peace of the Church 
was broke and deſtroyed, without all 
poſſibility of a recall. 

Religion being thus ſtrangely achaſ- 
ed and the Church corrupted; tis ng 
wonder that the Princes and People of 

thoſe ages ſhould alſo be infected with 
the ill example: the farſt waging war 
againſt each other and giving a looſe 
rein to their paſſions and luſts, like the 
molt ignorant unconverted heathens; 
and the other indulging themſelves in 
all manner of vices and abominable 
practices. 5 

And thus had a general depravity of 
principles and practice like a creeping 
offenſive Canker, not only by inſenſir 
ble degrees ſpread themſelves over the 
face of Chriſtianity, but covered its 


whole body and almoſt -at length eat 
K 2 out 
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out its very vitals, rendering it in a 
manner lifeleſs foul and contemptible. 
This was the ſtate of the Church 


from its eſtabliſhment in the Empire 


in the beginning of the fourth down 
to the tenth Century: and ſhall I pro- 
ceed to tell of the groſs ignorance of 
the following times, from the tenth to 
the fifteenth Century, commonly call- 
ed the Dark Ages of the Church: how 
learning was quite ſlighted, and the 
ſtudy of good letters wholly laid aſide; 

and the Scriptures themſelves placed 
quite out of ſight, and hid and con- 
cealed behind the thick curtain of hu- 
man interpretations, and miſapplied 
corrupt traditions : how in conſequence 
of theſe things, dark notions, fond o- 
pinions, and inveterate prejudices pre- 
vailed every where, and like pernicious 
weeds took deep root in the minds of 
men, and choaked and killed every 


fair 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 133 
fair plant of reaſon and truth: in fine 
re an univerſal barbarity and almoſt 
Cimmerian Darkneſs broke in like a 
deluge and overſpread all gen and 
ranks of men. | 

Merciful God | men hide not their 
own dim tapers in dark places; but 
the glorious light of thy ſacred truth 
have they dared to obſcure! __ 
And wo could their audacity nd 
impiety extend to further? Even this, 
All the follies and groſſeſt abſurdities 
and impoſitions of theſe Ages which 
overturned all Scripture and truth and 
could neither be underſtood nor de- 
fended, were raiſed up into the unerr- 
ing dictates of the infallible * Church; ; 

That matters may go well with men (ſays the 
ever-memorable Mr. Hales of Eaton) two things 
muſt concur, the aſſiſtance of God to men, and 
the adherence of men to God; if either of theſe 
be deficient, there will be little good done. Now 
the firſt of theſe is never deficient, but the ſecond 


is very often: ſo that the promiſe of Chriſt's per- 
K 3 petual 
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and men were obliged to receive them 
im plicitly as ſuch, and acknowledge 


petual preſence made to the Church, infers not at 
all any preſumption of Infallibility (p: 60.) And 
the Spirit of God (p. 66.) as it concerns the Que- 
ſtion here in hand fignifies the written word of God 
recorded in the Prophets and Evangeliſts, which 
are metonymically called the Spirit, becauſe the Holy 
Ghoſt ſpake thoſe things by their mouths when 
they lived, and now ſpeaks unto us by their pens, 
when they are dead. If you-pleaſe to receive it 
this alone is left us as Chriſt's Vicar in his abſence 
to give us directions both in our actions and opi- 
nions: The Spirit in the ſenſe here contended for 
(p- 68) is nothing but Reaſon illuminated by Re- 
velation of the written word of God. For when 
mind and ſpirit humbly conform and ſubmit to 
the written word of God, then you are properly 
ſaid to have the ſpirit of God, and to walk atcord- 
ing to the ſpirit, not according to the fleſh. This 
alone is that ſpirit which preſerves us from ſtray- 
ing from truth: for he indeed that hath the ſpirit 
errs not at all; or if he do, it is with as little 
hazard and danger as may be: which is the high- 

eſt point of infallibility. Hales's Several Trafts. 
The underſtanding the word of God (ſays Dr. 
Hammond) contained in the Scripture is no work 
of an extraordinary illumination, but muſt be at- 
tained by the ſame means, or the like, by which 
other % of men are expounded, and no 
other wiſe. 
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and eſteem them as ſacred to the touch 


of Reaſon, which dared not approach 


near them but in the guiſe of a ſlave 
ſubdued and captivated to them. 


Nay further men in theſe dark ages 
of the Church through {loth and blind 


obedience examined not the things 


otherwiſe. And afterwards adds, The Illumination 
of the Spirit is but that which is annexed to the 
uſe of means, and not that which works without 
them, and this act of his providence is a ſuggeſtion 
of means which had no otherwiſe been thought of, 
had not God by his good hand directed to them, 
which he doth not by any inſpiration, but by offer- 
ing of occafions which human induſtry is left to 
improve, and if it do not receives no benefit by 
them. And fo ſtill this is the old ligbt, which 
hath commonly been afforded the diligent, no 
new illumination for the Enthuſiaſt. 

And the danger of poſſeſſing men's minds with 


the opinion of new light, or the voice of God's 
Spirit within them, is, that the authority of the 
whole written word of God in effect is ſuperſeded 
and evacuated, Dr, Hammond in his Poſtſcript 
concerning New Light or Divine Illumination, pre- 
fixed to his Paraphraſe of the New Teſtament, p. 9, 


K 4 which 


10, 11. 
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which they were taught, but like beaſts 
of burden, patiently couched down, 


and indifterently bore and underwent 


whatſoever their ſuperiors impoſed. and 
laid upon them. 


Shall I I make known bow all the laws 
of the Church were trampled under 
foot, the diſcipline diſuſed and almoſt 
forgot: the See of Rome itſelf fre- 
quently uſurped by the very worſt of 
men, of the moſt abandoned, pilfer- 
ing, and even infidel principles: who 
conſtantly went, as they found them- 
ſelves in power, from one degree of 
villany and cruelty to another“. 

God indeed was pleaſed to preſerve 
in great mercy ſome bright ſparks of 
Divine Truths, which ſhone forth from 
time to time and were kept alive by 
{mall parties of excellent + Perſons of 


* See Baronius and Bower's lives of the Popes. 
7 Albigenſes, Wick livites, _ &c. 


ſound 
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ſound learning and pure primitive and 
reforming principles, midſt this gene- 
ral deluge of ſuperſtition, impiety, and 


2 
An happy conjuncture this and f- | 


vourable ſeaſon indeed for eſtabliſhing 
the worſhip of images, and introducing 
the notion of the prieſts making and 
the people cating their God in the Sa- 
crament®*; - and for forging other the 


. Cum fruges Cererem, vinum liberum dici 
mus, genere nos quidem ſermonis utimur uſitato: 
ſed ecquem tam amentem eſſe putas, qui illud, 
quo veſcatur, Deum eſſe credat? Tull. de Nat. 
Deor. Lib. 3. pag. 285. Daviſius. Bread, ſays 
he, was uſually called by the name of Ceres, and wint 
by that of Bacchus, but that no one ever was ſo be- 
ſotted and ſtupid as to think, that in eating the one or 
drinking the other, men eat or drank their God. So 
that we ſee the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation ex- 
ceeds the folly and practice of the very Heathens. 

That which ſome Proteſtants preach concern- 
ing the real preſence (ſays the ever-memorable 
Mr. Hales of Eaton) and participation of Chriſt's 
body in the Sacrament they expound, not by the 
ſuppoſal that the bread becomes God's body, but 
that together with the Sacramental Elements, 

there 
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groſſeſt Superſtitions and Idolatries 
for making a barbarous divinity, and 


there is conveyed into the ſoul of the worthy re- 
ceiver the very body and blood of God: but after 
- a ſecret, ineffable, and wonderful manner. From 
hence as I take it have proceeded theſe crude 
ſpeeches of learned men of the reformed parts, 
ſome dead, ſome living: wherein they take upon 
them to aſſure the Divines of Rome, that we ac- 
knowledge a real preſence as well as they; but 
for the manner how, con, or trans, or ſub, or in, 
GTEX oper, we play the Scepticks, and determine 
not. This conceit, beſides the falſhood of it, is 
a novelty, neither is it to be found in the books 
of any of the Ancients, *till Martin Bucer aroſe, 
Hales's Several Trafis 12mo. p. 52. And p. 55, 
and 56, He ſays, There hath been a fancy of long 
ſubſiſtence in the Churches, that in the Commu- 
nion, there is ſomething given beſides bread and 
wine, of which the Numerality given Men have 
not yet agreed. Some ſay it is the body of God, 
into which the bread is tranſubſtantiated : ſome 
ſay it is the ſame body with which the bread is 
conſubſtantiated: ſome ſay that the bread remain- 
ing what it was, there paſſes with jt to the ſouls 
the real body of God, in a ſecret manner: ſome 
that a further degree of faith is ſupplied us ; 0- 
thers that ſome degree of God's grace, whatever 
it be, is exhibited, which otherwiſe would be 


e e all which variety of conceits muſt needs 
fall 
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ridiculous legends current, for invent» 
ing numberleſs idle fables, and uſeleſs 
traditions; and for ſetting up the Pope's 
Tyranny and putting on foot for this 
purpoſe the Holy War, that Maſter- 
piece of their worldly cunning, and 
moſt plentiful harveſt: and for erect- 
ing an unjuſt tribunal over men's con- 


ſciences, and iſſuing thence pardons 


fall out, as having no other ground but conjec- | 
ture weakly founded: to ſettle you therefore in 
your judgment of the thing itſelf, I will com- 
mend to your conſideration theſe four propoſi- 
tions. iſt, In the Communion there is no 
given but bread and wine. 2dly, The bread and 
wine are figns indeed, but not of any thing there 
exhibited but of ſomewhat given long ſince, even 
of Chriſt given for us upon the Croſs ſixteen hun- 
dred years ago and more. gdly, Jeſus Chriſt is 
eaten at the Communion-table in no ſenſe, neither 
ſpiritually, metaphorically, nor literally. Indeed 
that which is eaten (I mean the bread) is called 
Chriſt by a Metaphor: but it is eaten truly and 
properly. 4thly, The ſpiritual eating of Chriſt 
is common in all places, as well as at the Lord's 
Table. Mr. Hales's Several Trabis 12mo. | 
and 
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and indulgences for the moſt atrocious 
crimes, their other moſt gainful trade: 
and eſtabliſhing * the doctrine of Pur- 
gatory, which never had exiſtence but 
in their own, poets, and philoſophers 
brains , whence alſo they reaped no 
ſmall gain: and inquiſitions to torture 
mens bodies, in order to rectify their 

minds: and for advancing doctrines 
ſubverſive of civil government, and in- 
troductive of all manner of vice: by all 
which abominable practices the Roman 
Church brought upon itſelf the heavy, 
Juſt, and indelible charge of hereſy in 
the proper and Scripture Senſe of the 
word; And ſhall I tell of their dun- 


* At the Council of Trent. 
+ —Aliis ſub gurgite vaſto 
Infectum eluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur igni. 
Virgil Eneid. 6. 1. 741, 742. 
Loquitur quidem poetice de purgatione anima- 


rum; tangit tamen quod et philoſophi dicunt, &c. 
—Servius in locum. 
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geons, gallies, horrid barbarities, poi- 
ſonings of Princes at the Euchariſt, cruel 
devaſtations by fire and ſword, and in- 
human perſecutions ſet on foot to erect 
theſe horrid impieties on the downfal of 
Chriſtianity: for this have the ſtreets 
of cities run down with human blood 
of every age, ſex, and condition in 
general maſſacres; in which the vene- 
rable perſons of the aged pious man, 
the tender limbs of innocent babes, and 
the mangled bodies of the great and 
noble were all in an inſtant cruſhed 
together, broken in pieces, and loſt in 


one promiſcuous dreadful net | 


_ * Worſe khan fanatical 1 ſays hs, Au- 
thor of the Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, is the 
ſedate ſpirit of religious tyranny, ariſing from ſor- 
did ſelf-intereſt, and from atheiſtical politics, tak - 
ing its meaſures, and purſuing its ends deliberately, 
void of all regard to truth and of every tender ſen- 
timent of pity and humanity. Vol. I. 34 Page 
of the Preface. By Dr. Jortin. 


| Thus 
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___ Thus in fane had the groſſeſt Super- 
ſtition, and her black attendants Ty- 
ranny and Cruelty, made a conſtant 
and too ſucceſsful war on Religion and 
Liberty, and trod them. both under 
foot“; poiſoning all the paths of men, 
and' effacing the very diſtinctions. of 
right and wrong, and leading captive 
Virtue herſelf in adamantine chains of 
ſlavery. ; | d 


But I fear we are all quite tired and 
highly diſguſted with the diſmal ſhock- 
ing Scene; and think it high time we 
ſhould relieve and turn our eyes upon 
the more agreeable proſpect of the 
Church purged from this filth and 


» The Homilies of the Church of England ſay 


expreſsly, That the.Church of Rome has been for the 
pace of nine hundred years and odd, ſo far wide from 


the nature of the true Church, that nothing can be 
more ſo. Homily concerning the Holy Ghoſt, 
part ad. | 
. cor- 
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corruption; and as it now ſtands up- 
right, firm and unſhaken' midſt all the 
unſightly ruins of Roman RE as 
and Tyranny.” - 

And happy, theies happy is our caſe 
in being Send fem tir jchs and 
heavy chains of religious ſlavery, with 
which they had for many ages bound 
down our forefathers, and would have 
ſtill continued to oppreſs us, had not 
God (to whom be always praiſe and 
honour) at the time of the Reforma- 
tion cauſed the Morning of the bright 
day of Chriſtian liberty 'to dawn upon 
us, and chaſe away the black night of 
error, ſuperſtition, and tyranny, which 
reſted upon our forefathers for ages 


paſt: and given at one and the fame 
inſtant to the inhabitants of the Con- 
tinent and this Iſland a quick ſenſe of 
their miſery, and Religious tyratiny - 
exerciſed over their conſciences, and 
raiſed 
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raiſed the oppreſſed and before abjeck 
Spirits, and put it into their hearts to 
demand and. aſſert their liberty. 

God, I fay, diſpelled the Cloud that 
hung over the whole Chriſtian World 
by raiſing up at length in great kind- 
neſs to us at once, as it were upon a 
ſignal given, men of happy natural en- 
dowments, exquiſite and polite learn- 
ing, and eloquenee far ſurpaſſing the 
times they lived in; of incredible pa- 
tience, unwearied conſtancy, intrepid 
courage, and fervent zeal for divine 
truths; in ſhort ſuch Patrons of liber- 
ty, and Friends of mankind, as were 
indued with all requiſite qualifications 
to carry on the great work of main- 
taining and Acfending the Religious 
rights of men, and recovering truth, 
liberty, and peace to the church: and 
moreover gave a publick teſtimony of 
his ap . of the Frnerous under- 

taking, 


/ 
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taking, by- confounding all the poor 
devices of thoſe who appeared in ſup- 
port of Superſtition and Tyranny, ge- 
neral Corruption and univerſal Igno- 
Trance. 

| How was this mighty Change effect- 
ed? what Art, what Inſtruments did 
they uſe for this purpoſe? The Sacred 
Scriptures heretofore ſhut up in dead 
languages, and hardly permitted a Be- 
ing were now ſoon converted into all 
Tongues : the people for ages paſt 
quite driven from the knowledge of 
them, were now invited and called 
upon to read and hear them publickly 
in the Church. The Papal Cauſe at all 
times ſtudiouſly declined the teſt and 
hid itſelf in the dark, but the Proteſt- 
ant choſe to be ſeen of all men in broad 
day- light. The ignorance of the peo- 
ple was aforetime only truſted to, no.] 
their knowledge: The Word of God 
L which 
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| which was moſt neglected and avoided, 
was in the firſt place enquired after and 
truſted to. In fine the Pope's Mer- 
cenaries choſe to ſtand by their own 
Suffrage, the generous Reformers by 
God's: and thus by weapons not carnal, 
and by the armour of God on the right 
hand and on the left, bore down all 


before them and in ſhort time reſtored 
the Church almoſt to its primitive 


beauty and ſplendor. 
When I conſider theſe things and 
carry my thoughts back to thoſe in- 
comparable Perſons, who, under God, 
thus reſtored light to the Church; and 
reflect on their excellent qualities and 
heroick exploits; what they planned, 
undertook and perfected: I am quite 
overcome with the excellency and 
ſplendor of theſe Performances, and 
verily think. it impoſſible for men to 
execute greater or more beneficial. | 

I And 
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And again at the time of the Revo- 
lution when maſſy chains of Religious 
ſlavery were by the Abettors of Popery, 
preparing anew and ready to be put 
upon theſe free Nations, the ſame kind 
Providence reſcued us once more by 
the aid of his own right hand, and 
diſſipated all our fears. 
And thus did the Spirit of impoſi- 
tion fly abaſhed from this happy Land, 
or hid its head in ſecret in the gloomy = 
hearts of few, like beaſts of prey in the 
dark' caverns of the earth. 

Happy Times, and bleſſed Change 
of affairs? whoſe every ſtep and full 
completion were quite miraculous, and 
fo many publick teſtimonies of the Di- 
vine mercy and favor to us. 

And now that we have the great 
happineſs of enjoying the bright day 
of Chriſtian liberty and univerſal Cha- 


rity, which raiſes the ſpirits and glads 
L 2 the 
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the hearts of all true Chriſtians and 


men; and even throws unwel- 
come beams of light into the gloomy 
ſouls of the friends of tyranny and 
ignorance: every honeſt, every good 
natured man will abhor and ſhun all 
tyrannical and oppreſſive principles as 
he would poiſon, peſtilence, and death; 
and be as far from depriving any man 
of his religious freedom, rights, and 
privileges, as he would of his goods, 
his liberty, his life: and by thus bear- 
ing with patience, what the Almighty 
permits every where, diverſity of opi- 
nions, exert a due concern for the in- 
tereſt and unſullied honour of our moſt 
holy and peaceful Religion. 

And that the ſame roots of Religious 
Impoſition and Tyranny may not again 
ſtrike large fibres amongſt us of the 
Reformed Church, nor ever in the like 
warm Sun of power bring forth the 
ſame 
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fame baneful fruits to the indelible re- 
proach of the preſent times and extreme 
misfortune of ſucceeding ones, let us 
remember finally, that as we ourſelves 
are happy in the Liberty we defire and 
the enjoyment of the bleſſed effects of 
its ſincerity, holineſs, peace; and I 
may add fidelity, commerce, plenty, 
learning; We ſhould be ſo far from 
hindering its progreſs ourſelves, that 
we ſhould conſtantly oppoſe all proud 
and crafty oppreſſors, who would ob- 
ſtruct or retard the progreſs of this 
growing Reformation: and thus tread 
in the footſteps of thoſe Great Perſons, 
who lived in the time both of the pri- 
mitive and reviving Chriſtianity; being 
like them not content to make men 
happy during our own lives only, but 
looking forward through diſtant ages 
to come, bend our eſpecial care to 
tranſmit the pure Religion we received 
| n from 
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from them down to the end of time: 
So as We here in England are the lead- 
ing Party, and great inſtrument of the 
Reformation, and its chief pillar and 
| ſupport, we may alſo, agreeably to the 
hopes and expectations of men, have 
the great glory and happineſs to point 
out the way to the reſt of Europe, and 
lead them on to [Og — yore 
in believing. 
And that the God of — and 
truth may at length univerſally break 
the yoak of Religious Tyranny and 
Slavery; and that the additions and 
impoſitions of proud and artful men 
may no longer ſully the credit and ob- 
ſtruct the progreſs of the pure and plain 
religion of the Holy JESUS, but utter- 
ly vaniſh and diſappear; and that the 
many trifling notions and practices a- 
riſing from them may alſo fink away 
and be loft; and of conſequence the 
cla- 
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clamorous diſputations occaſioned by 
them become like a faint diſtant voice, 
die away, and ceaſe to be heard: let 
us one and all be prevailed upon from 
this time forward to contribute every 
thing in our power towards the eſta- 
bliſhing and giving effect to this glo- 
rious principle and foundation of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, that the Scriptures only 
are the Rule and Guide to all men in 
Religious Matters: and that nothing 
ought to be admitted as a point of 


Faith that is not Es from that 


pure fountain. 
Then A of the 1 7 
and heavy oppreſſion of Religious Ty- 
ranny, the moſt abſurd as well as moſt 
implacable and relentleſs, under which 
the Chriſtian World has too long groan- 
ed, mutual forbearance and genuine 
charity, the very bond and prop of all 


L 4 peace 
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peace and virtue“, will break out as 
from under a cloud, and prevail every 
where; to the great ſatisfaction and 
extreme delight of all true Chriſtians 
and good men. 

Then may we expect that though 
the World has been reduced in point 
of Religion to a mere confuſed Chaos, 
upon which reſted a thick darkneſs, 
and the hearts of Men filled with ig- 
norance, ſuperſtition, cruelty, and un- 
charitableneſs ; yet that the Spirit of 
God, which at the time of the Re- 
formation moved upon the face of this 
vaſt deep, will ſtill out of this dark- 
neſs command a ſtronger and more 
univerſal light; and out of this con- 


* *Tis a known Sarcaſm of a witty man, that 
there is juſt enough Religion in the world to make men 
hate, but not enough to make them love one another, 
This generous and truly Catholick * would 
filence all ſuch ſcoffs. 


fuſion 
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fuſion raiſe a larger and more 1 
frame. 

Finally and in a word, chat true 
Chriſtian Liberty, which has been ſo 
long baniſhed out of the World, will 
be again introduced by the finger of 
God, and appear in all places, as it 
does now in this happy Iſland, in its 
own genuine beauty and divine ſplen- 
dor: holding out to us the pure word 
of truth ſurrounded with heavenly 
light, and followed by piety, charity, 
temperance, purity, and all the bright 
train of Chriſtian graces and virtues. 

Which God grant for the ſake of his 
only Son, the honour of his Goſpel, 
and the good of Men. Amen. 
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The Nature of an acceptable Faſt. | 


ACTS XIV. Part of the 23d Verſe. 
Fey prayed with Faſting. — © 


ASTING is a very fuitable 
companion and mighty help to 
prayer; and accordingly we find theſe 
two frequently joined together in holy 
Scripture: Hence it was made a part 
of devotion upon all extraordinary oc- 
caſions, and a preparation for all im- 
portant undertakings, where the bleſſ- 
ing of God was to be implored, his 
honour more eſpecially to be advanced, 
and his people edified and improved 
in virtue: and of this we have a nota- 
ble inſtance in the practice of the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves ; who when they paſſed 
through divers Churches, confirming 
I the 
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the Diſciples in faith and patience, and 
ordaining elders among them, as 'tis 
ſaid in the text, prayed with faſting. 

And being now entered on a time, 
which the Church has appointed, agree- 
ably to ſuch primitive inſtitution and 
example, for breaking off our ſins and 
reconciling ourſelves to God by faſting 
and prayer; we cannot do better than 
employ our thoughts in conſidering 
more fully, 

1/4. What is the deſign of the Church 
in the inſtitution of this holy Faſt, and 
in what manner we are to obſerve it, 
that we may reap the benefits ſo piouſſy 
intended for us. And, by endeavour- 
ing 2dly, To ſtir up in ourſelves reſo- 
lutions ſuitable to the great under- 

taking, 

I//. Therefore I ſhall conſider what 
is the deſign of the Church in the in- 

ſtitution 
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ſtitution of this holy faſt, and en 
ner of beneficially obſerving it. 

Whoever has Eau looked into 
the motives for the inſtitution of Lent 
muſt ſee that tis preſcribed to Chriſti- 
ans as a proper means for making their 
peace with God, and preventing his 
judgments; for ſubduing their own 
rebellious paſſions, and diſcharging 
thoſe penal debts they have contracted 
by their ſins. 

The obſeryation therefore of has 
as it has regard to theſe great ends, 
cannot conſiſt in any outward cere- 
mony only, but more eſpecially in the 
inward frame and diſpoſition of the 
heart; for without real inward piety, 
all external ceremony is hypocriſy; but 
with it a well-moderated ceremony is 
the ornament of devotion, as inward 


affection is the life of it: our moſt 
humble and obſequious addreſſes to 
| God 
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God without compunction of heart 
and improvement of life and manners, 
are quite unaffecting and lifeleſs or- 
gans, but with . become the moſt 
powerful eloquence, and have. with 
God that dint and power of perſua- 
fion, that no words, no art can equal: 
which ſhould inſtruct us all, fo to com- 
ply with the rules of Lent, that the 
obſervance of it may be ſerviceable to 
this good end, and make us careful in 
avoiding 1 is diſagreeable with 
thoſe ſacred purpoſes, for which it was 
ordained. 

Moreover that the 1 g our 
heart and reforming our manners ought 
to be principally aimed at by us in the 
obſervance of this holy ſeaſon, is obvi- 
ous to the leaſt reflecting thought. 

For what regard can God have to 
our eating as conſidered in itſelf? or 
what ſanctification is there more in fiſh 
than in fleſh? = 
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God has no where promiſed that 
change of diet ſhall be pardon of Sins: 
nor has he any where given a greater 
bleſſing to the waters than to the land, 
that their product ſhould be the 1 more | 
powerful atonement with him. 

Is it not plain too that he who eats 
fiſh. may be as vicious as others, who 
confine not themſelves to that diet; 
and that there may be as great indul- 
gence in a table furniſhed from the 
Sea, as in the choiceſt rarities that W 
Earth affords? Nay may it not be to 
quit roſs meats for more delicious, 
though leſs nouriſhing, food: and 
thus only to indulge a more refined 
hug ? 

It is not therefore to the outward 
ceremony of abſtaining from fleſh, or 
of eating but one meal a day, can be 
attributed the comfortable effects of 
reconciliation with God and cancelling 

M that 
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that debt which ſtands againſt us: No, 
theſe muſt all ariſe and flow from the 
good. diſpoſition of Soul, with which 

I have been the fuller in proving this 
head, and pointing out to you the ill 
tendency of ceremony without real 
contrition and amendment of life, be- 
cauſe it has actually been in former 
ages the bane of our moſt holy Reli- 
gion; the dangerous miſchief and fa- 
tal diſeaſe, which not only from ſmall 
beginnings ſullied its beauty, but at 
laſt even affected its conſtitution, ren- 
dering it quite ſickly and almoſt life- 
les; and nothing can preſerve its true 
health, vigor, and beauty, but rare 


r 


whence ti plain nothing can, make 
this Seaſon ſerviceable to the holy pur- 
poſes, that twas intended to promote, 
but fincere repentance and amendment 
of life. 


an acceptable Faſt. 163 
And as all men have ſinned, all are 
alike concerned here, and ſhould look 
upon themſelves as expoſed to the di- 
vine juſtice; and gladly embrace the 
opportunity of the preſent ſeaſon for 
diſcharging thoſe penal debts they have 
contracted by their paſt offences. . 
The debts of intemperance and an 
indulged appetite may be acquitted by 
faſting and felf-denial: the debts of 
pride by penance, and a voluntary hu- 
mility and abjection: the debts of pro- 
digality and covetouſneſs by liberal 
alms: the debts of neglected devotion: 
by the conſtant exerciſe of prayer: the 
debts of ſenſuality by recollection and 
ſtrict virtue for the future: the debts 
of anger by an induſtrious meekneſs: 
the debts of ſloth by a ſtrict application 
to every duty, and by renouncing that 
lazineſs which, like an heavy clog, is 
ever pulling'us back on the | propoſal of 
M 2 any 
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any generou 85 e er and vir- 
tuous action. „ ib de 
If therefore n to the deſign 
of the ſeaſon we make a remark of our 
uſual diſorders, and endeavour to put 
ſuch a reſtraint upon our deſires, as to 
cut off all that indulgence which has 
hitherto been ſinful in us, and with all 
our might diſengage ourſelves from our 
wonted ſlavery to ſin; if by converſing 
with books of devotion and our God in 
the ſacred offices of the Church, we 
labour to efface the traces of whatever 
is unlawful and renew our minds with 
better impreſſions of our duty: if we 
daily importune heaven by the prayers 
and tears of a contrite heart to ſtrength- 
en us with grace to maſter our corrup- 
tion: if we offer to God all the un- 
eaſineſs we find, and make a ſacrifice 
to him of the unavoidable contradicti- 
ons and ſtruggles of our rebellious na- 
ture: 
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ture: if in the ſpirit of true humility 
we deſire him to have regard to our 
ſufferings and penitence, and accept 
them united with the merits of Chriſt 
our head, in puniſhment of our paſt 
offences: I ſay, if we follow this me- 
thod in Lent, is it not evident, from 
the whole tenor of Scripture, that we 
are in the ſureſt way of breaking off 
the force of thoſe ill habits which have 
hitherto kept us in ſubjection, and of 
making an entire recanciliation. with 
our. God? | 
* ee eee 
here, for your conſciences thoſe ſtrict 
obſervers and impartial judges of your 
actions, if you but calmly and delibe- 
rately attend to their voice, and give 
them the hearing; will whiſper the 
truth to Vou: and I perſuade myſelf 
they already charge you with guilt. 
Do not ſatisfy and pleaſe yourſelves 

Nu. 1 with 
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with tlie thoughts that your folly and 
iniquity is not known to ahy other 
man, but only to your own conſciences: 

for you could have let no one into the 
| A n would have been more trou- 
bleſome and importunate with his re- 
proaches: your conſciences, I ſay, will 
give you a true and faithful repreſent- 
ation of yourſelves, and ſhew you how 
ſtrangely fin has deformed your fouls: 
and will tell you roundly of their many 
fruitleſs ſtruggles to reſtrain you from 
wickedneſs, the ſecret inſidious ftabs 
you have given them, and the loud 
ſhrieks they have in vain returned you, 
when ye have been reſolute and bold in 
venturing upon iniquity, refuſing to 
obey the commandments of your God, 
wilfully neglecting to perform the du- 
ties he enjoins, and fond to do the 
things he has ſtrictly forbidden: ye 
fhould therefore ſhake off theſe evil 


2 courſes, 
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courſes, by. ſettling in your minds a 
due regard to the laws of God, an 
awful ſenſe of his ſovereignty over you, 
and an hearty deſire of obeying all his 
commands, and breaking off all our 
ſins by unfeigned r and an 
w—_ life for the future. 
| Moreover no man can cotiider his 
own vileneſs and pollution, without 
moſt ſincerely wiſhing himſelf in a bet- 
ter condition, more worthy eſteem and 
approbation, entitled to the favour of 
God, inſtead of being ſubjected to his 
diſpleaſure, and free from all danger 


of thoſe, evils which threaten him: 


theſe are all natural defires, wrought 
into our make and frame, and they 
can never by any means be torn from 
us, nor deadened or ſtupefied in any 
degree; but always retain the utmoſt 
ſtrength and force, and are in continual 


e 2 reaching out after 
M 4 that 


168 The Watire of "+ 

that which appears good and valuable 
to us, and induſtriouſſy ſnunning and 
n whatever 1 is onl _ ent. 
able. 1), % einn 

A top ſenſe FO of the akin 
and danger of Sin, will neceſſarily pro- 
duce in us an averſion and diſlike; 
and our ſtrong deſires after eſteem and 
favour will unavoidably make us repent 
moſt heartily of all the evils we have 
done, whereby we are n to 
Wy: 

This then is the diſpoſition of wud) 
theſe the holy reſolutions, with which 
we are to undertake this Faſt : and 
theſe will take from it the heavy ſcan- 
dal of being an unprofitable ceremony, 
and render it well-pleafing to our God, 
and profitable to the ſalvation hy our 
ſouls. 2 

But if theſe be the ene which 
i the faſt of Lent a Chriſtian duty, 
\ and 
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and good ends for which it was ordain- 
ed; how little are thoſe. unhappy per- 
ſons their own friends, who join in ſome 


meaſure in the ceremony, and are not 


ſolicitous all the while of undertaking 
it with the holy reſolutions required, 
but rather ſeem to renounce it by * 
feſſedly ſtanding out againſt them. 
Thoſe are equally blameable who 
keeping within the ſeeming bounds of 
Lent, put art and money upon the 
ſtretch, and even then ſtudy to pleaſe 
their appetite as much as at other times; 
only then courting them from the Sea 
inſtead of the Land: as if one ſelf-· love 
were to make atonement for another, 
and the gluttony and intemperance of 
the whole year, were to be cancelled 
in the 8 of God e * Lp of 


| N 
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And thus having ſeen the deſign of 
the Church in the appointment of 
Lent and the diſpoſition of mind and 
and 8 — of it, I ſhall 
now 2dly enter upon ſuch conſidera- 
tions as may be proper to inſpire us 
with reſolutions and courage fuitable 
to the great undertaking.. 

I. is the duty of the pilot, en 
and every man on board a ſhip, to be 
watchful and diligent while the is in a 
condition of being preſerved; for if 
through their careleſsneſs and unſkil- 
ſtorm, and their prudence do not ob- 
viate the danger in time, and her ſails 
be not taken in, they will in vain 
ſtruggle with her when ſhe is founder- 
ed, and the Sea has broken in upon 
her: fo likewiſe in every Chriſtian 


Community while men are in a ſaſe 
Nate, 


it in their power—What ought, they . 


to do? Il tell you freely, W 
advance 1 is ſolely for your good. 

Jo be always watchful againſt thei 
Spiritual Enemy, always in a poſture 
of defence and upon their guard that 
they may by this means ſupply former 
deficiencies and prevent new dangers, 
and not be overcome of the evil One 
at unawares, or fall a fatal eaſy prey to 


his cunning or malice by ſhameful neg. | 


tin or wretched ſecurity. 


It will be the buſineſs — * | 
this preſent head of diſcourſe, to rouſe 


you, if poſſible, from that fatal ſecu- 
rity in which you are too apt to indulge 
yourſelves, by putting off from time to 
mendment of life and of new and 
mote vigorous endeavours againſt ſin: 
and ſtir you up to greater activity, and 


I more 
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more vigorous efforts for the future 


againſt all the evil and ſinful oourſes 
you have been too long enaged in and 
enſlaved by: ſo that you may even yet, 
while mercy is to be found, ſave your- 
ſelves and enſure your better and ever- 
laſting ſtate: and at once confound 
and baffle the inſidious attempts of 
your ſpiritual enemy. But ſome may 
ſay, to what purpoſe at this time can 
theſe reſolutions be? What is done 


cannot be undone. True, but, permit 


me to tell you, though paſt moments 
cannot be recalled, paſt errors may be 
repeated, and iniquities encreaſed up- 
on your heads. And believe me, as 
in your worldly affairs, ſo in the reli- 
gious life, though each day's ſloth and 
indolence does not immediately ſnhe-w 
the conſequences of every neglect, yet 
they will notoriouſly appear at the foot 
ods the account. And are ye not called 

upon 
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the memory of paſt overſights and 
failures of duty, by which you have 
ſuffered ſo much, inſtruct you to be 
more vigilant for the future, and not 
add to the number of former fins by 
neglecting the opportunity of the pre- 
ſent Seaſon. And what time ſo proper 
to turn to God as the preſent? What 
occaſion ſo likely for ſucceſs? And 

when can we hope for ſuch another 
opportunity if this be neglected N . 
Thus we ſhould conſider that how- 
ever unfortunate our preſent ſtate may 
be, however miſerable on account of 
our paſt iniquities, we may ſtill hope, 
that the execution of God's wrath and 
Juſtice may be averted, and his Hand, 
though lifted up to ſtrike, ſtopt in the 
midway; if we apply ourſelves at this 
time to the throne of divine grace and 
mercy for pardon of all our ſins. 
Wes + And 
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to turn to God, when he has already 
by his deſtroying Angel vifited the 
men and cattle of this Iſland with 
ſword and peſftilence*; when we ſee 
the cloud gathering daily, and ready 
to break upon our heads. And who 
knows but the Seaſon now entered up- 
on, is the effect of the divine favour 
and mercy towards us, granted for 
making our peace with God; and 
that if we heartily humble eaves 
by — and ſeek for 
merey by the ſighs of a contrite heart, 
we may yet turn away his anger from 
us, and by the labour of a few days, 
prepare a way for reſt eternal. 
The Sentence was pronounced a- 
gainſt 1 Yet forty days and 


30117 


® By 4 contagious Alem W he 
horned cattle, and the invaſion of the Rebels this 


ſpring en 


Wineve 
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| Ningue ſhall be overthrown* Who 


knows but, or rather conſidering the 
fieree anger of God, born on the wings 


whole land, who has not cauſe to fear, 


that theſe. may be our forty days: 
That if in them we turn to God like 


the Mineuites, We may like Them find 
merey: but if we negle& them, the 


omiſſion may fill up the number of 
our ſins, and leave us without remedy 
to the rigour of that Juſtice, which we 


have deſervedly provoked againſt us. 
When, L ſay, ſuch -awful' Heralds o 
his anger and impending judgment, 


thunder aloud in our ears, tis high 


time to awake from our lethargy of Sin, 
and beſtir ourſelves in earneſt, leſt ruin, 


Amen ruin abe our 1 


* | Jonah Ill, 4. 
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And yet deſperate as our caſe is, 
the occaſion of the diſeaſe directs to 
the cure, and that which in reſpe& of 
the time paſt is the worſt point and 
circumſtance of all, is, as to the time 
to come, the very beſt. What is that? 
Even this, that by your indolence, neg- 
le& of religious duties, and by uſing 
no means to prevent it, your ſpiritual 
eſtate is grown to this decay and ex- 
treme danger: for had you' put forth 
your chief endeavours, and to the beſt 
of your parts, faculties, and opportu- 
nities, laboured for amendment of life 
and yet failed of God's grace and fa- 
vour, there had then indeed been no 
hope left of pardon and peace; but 
fince it hath ariſen only from your 

own neglect, ſloth, and impenitence, 
ye may yet find mercy and favour, by 
due contrition and virtue, in the light 

of God. wh 


Let 
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Let us therefore, my brethren, en- 
Jeanne: to ſecure to ourſelves the ad- 


vantages of the preſent Seaſon,” and by | 


penitence and ſelf-denial avert God's 
anger, and pave a ſure way to the in- 
heritance in heaven purchaſed for us 
by the blood of Chriſt: lets us, I ſay, 
reſolve once for all to leave the devious 
frightful waſtes and deadly precipices 
of folly and unrighteouſneſs for the 
plain ſecure paths of wiſdom and vir- 


tue, which lead directly to the ſummit 


of heavenly and never-ending bliſs. 
The beſt and ſweeteſt pleaſures: of 
this life, which ſenſual men enjoy, are 
all chequered with misfortunes, and 
allayed with a bitter mixture of cares 
and fears, and inward perplexities of 
heart; thoſe delights and ſatisfactions 
they ſo eagerly hunt after, prove a tor- 
ment to their guilty minds, and poi- 


ſon thoſe very pleaſures they indulge; 


„ which 


| 
| 
* 
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which at beſt are ſhort and fleeting, 
treacherous and deceitful, irregular and 
exorbitant, a ſhame and blemiſh to 
human nature. But the religious man, 
by commanding, ſubduing, denying, 
and mortifying his own inclinations, 
learns with delight that the happineſs 
of his nature conſiſts in inward and 
ſpiritual ſatisfactions, in contempt of 
this world, and its empty allurements; 
and in looking forwards, thirſting 
panting and aſpiring ' after the great 
glories of the next, thoſe ineffable joys 
which are at God's right hand for ever- 
more. cls 

And the thoughts of attaining this 
dür chief good and greateſt intereſt, 
the very end for which we were created 
and had a being given us, ſhould add 
fervour to our devotions and earneſt- 
neſs to our repentance and ſelf. denials, 
in proportion to the heinouſneſs and 
guilt of our fans, And 


att acceptable Faſt. 179 
what if we have the leaſt love of juſtice 
to ourſelves, it will oblige us to under 
take: the common morality. of the 
Heathens put them upon the moſt dif- 
ficult part of it; and the moſt uneaſy 
cle is no more, than 
what n eee _ 

How do we Wale ie on this | 
account? What reſtraints as; to com- 
pany, diverſions, and diet? What a 
general ſtop to our inclinations and 
paſſions? What ſelf-denials in the 


painful application of remedies, and 
in taking ſuch A as Nature 
„ abe? 
If we ſubmit to this uneay method 
for regainirig health which cannot long 
continue, if we ſuffer this for a body 
and a life, which muſt ſoon end, and 
may even then periſh, when we are 
N 2 labour- 


T8 De Nature of 
| labouring for their recovery, can it be 
thought hard to undertake as much 
for reſcuing a ſoul from the power of 
the evil one, and regaining a life which 
ſhall be eternal? 
Such, we know, as are ſecking after 
a temporal eſtate, or the conveniencies 
of this life are indefatigable in what 
they take to be the proper means of 
coming at and getting in poſſeſſion of 
them; which fufficiently ſhews the 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible bent of our 
minds and natural temper, to purſue 
our intereſt and happineſs. 
What difficulties do we undergo, 
what dangers do we conflict with, in 
queſt of honour and reputation, which 
is nothing but the breath and generally 
the miſtaken applauſe of the meaneſt 
of the people? 

Me ſee men will labour night and 
day without intermiſſion: run through 

| all 
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all hazards and difficulties, even with 


pleaſure; endure all manner of hard- 
ſhips in diſtant lands; bear all the in- 
juries of weather, change of climates, 
long voyages, ſtorms and ſhipwrecks, 
the fatigue of campaigns, the dangers 
and difficulties of war, ſupported with 
the hope and proſpect only of advan- 
tage to come: and yet all their at- 
tempts are founded only on probabi- 
lity; and though they are not certain 
of ſucceeding in them, they are very 
ſure if they do, they can but a little 
while enjoy what, with ſo much la- 
bour and toil, they have been gene- 
rally much longer ſtriving to obtain; 
and yet all this uſually abates nothing 
of the eagerneſs of their purſuit, nor 
in the leaſt blunts the edge of their 

diligence, or force of ain vigour. 
Now from this happy turn of our 
mind, ſo patient of labour, and fixed 
N 3 to 
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to its purpoſe, one might expect that 
religion and virtue ſhould flouriſh glo- 
riouſly in the world, and be the great 
univerſal aim of all men: for the duties 
of Religion, and holy auſterities of the 
preſent Seaſon, are not by far ſo trou- 
bleſome to perform, as the duties of 
thoſe ſeveral purſuits in which worldly 
men eagerly engage themſelves. | 

What duties of Religion, what ſelf⸗ 
denials or penances, require thoſe tedi- 
ous watchings, care and labour, which 
are neceſſary to gratify our luſts, or 
qualify a man to act his part well in 
midnight revellings? 

Half the time and a very ſmall de- 
gree of the pains and fatigue of one 
campaign, would be ſufficient to over- 
come the moſt powerful luſt. 

The care and labour of carrying on 
a trade, or even in managing and or- 
dering a fine garden, would be, more 
than 


an acceptable Faſt. 18 3 
than enough for the culture of our 
mind, to deftroy all the rank poiſonous 
weeds of vice, and plant it richly with 
every delightful virtue, and adorn it 
with all the beauties of holineſs: for his 
yoke is eaſy and his burthen is light T4 
And our ſucceſs in Religion 1 is not . 
only barely probable, but certain; our 
happineſs not ſhort and temporary, but 
eternal: and yet notwithſtanding this 
wide diſproportion, how conſtant and 
diligent are men in the purſuit of this 
world, which {hall ſhortly have an end? 
And how negligent are moſt men of 
that which is to come, and ſhall endure 
for ever? certainly there is nothing in 
human nature fo wretched as this un- 
accountable humour of preferring a 
little preſent ſhortlived pleaſure or pro- 
fit to future certain and eternal happi- 
neſs. 
* Matt. xi. 30. 
N 4 No 
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No ſolution can poſſibly be given 
of this ſtrange and unreaſonable diffe- 
rence, but that whatever men may 
pretend, and however they may de- 
ceive themſelves and others, they do 
not, indeed, believe the truth and cer- 
tainty of thoſe things that Religion 
teaches: for ſure I am, if our minds 
were thoroughly poſſeſſed with the be- 
lief of theſe things, it would be im- 
poſſible not to have a due regard to 
thoſe actions which are of ſo great 
conſequence to us: for no man can be 
ſo hardy and reſolute as to contemn, 
or neglect, and diſregard all the great 
and glorious things promiſed to the 
righteous, and the dreadful miſeries 
threatened to the "nee and difobe- 
dient. 

In fine, we muſt forfeit all title to 
reaſon, if what we embrace as reaſon- 


able in favour of a dying life, we re- 
ject 


an acceptable Fa. - 5 


ect a as infufferable when tis for the fe. 
curing endleſs happineſs. © 

We renounce our faith, if we bid 
ſo much for a moment, and then except 
againſt the price, when Heaven is offer- : 
ed upon the ſame terms. 

Moreover if we conſider what the 
Apoſtles, what the Primitive Chriſtians 
ſuffered in the hope of glory; if we 
but glance at their daily perſecutions, 
cruel torments, and frightful deaths: 
if we look at the vaſt number of thoſe, 
who bid farewel to the World, and all 
its charms, who uſed abſtinence not a 
few weeks only but all their lives, and 
this without any contrivance of art to 
pleaſe their appetite; but with the 
eaſy products of the earth, with herbs 
and pulſe: who made ſelf- denials the 
buſineſs of their whole lives, and fought 
every day againſt themſelves by rigor- 
ous penances, that their ſouls might 
| . 
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be the more at liberty, and riſe iber 
the clog of earth. 

If we endeavour, I ay, to Ea to 
33 from hence ſome idea of what 
was done amongſt the Saints of old for 
» ſubduing Sin in themſelves, and for 

the greater ſecurity of their eternal 
ſtate, we cannot but condemn ourſelves 
at preſent both of exceſſive ſelf-love, 
nicety, cowardice, and want of faith, 
if we make exceptions againſt this fix 
weeks faſt, and think it hard not to be 
exempted from it. | 

For what can we pretend? Have we 
lived ſo much more innocently than 
gur forefathers, that we need not be 
apprehenſive of the judgments of God? 

Are our faults and iniquities fo ſhort 
of theirs in number, kind, and degree, 
that we have not 8 like them of 
ſuing for pardon, or making atonement 
for them? 


Is 
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Is the corruption of our nature ſo 
much leſs, and the hazard of irregular 
vicious courſes ſo trifling, that we need 
apt be ſo much upon our gaad/ again | 


them? 
\ Certaioly' this. is nes the caſes the 

ways of men are not mended fince 
che time: but the fact is, our affec- 
tions are more glued to the good things 
of this World than theirs were, and the 
fear of God is leſſened and the love of 
ourſelves encreaſed ſince their Age: 
hence ſprings our indulgence, hence 
our averſion to any reſtraints: ſo that 
while the Faſts of the Church are much 
fallen from the rigor of former times, 
and by the help of art and good oon 

trivance, we have brought all that re- 
mains almoſt to a level with appetite; 
we are ſtill uneaſy under this, and Þr 
licitous to be exempted from it. 
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And are we not brave ſoldiers who 
pretend to make war againſt the mighty 
armies of impiety, and the power of 
the evil One, and yet are fo fearful of 
hurting ourſelves? 

Did it but once ſeriouſly enter into 
our hearts what it is to be under the 
diſpleaſure of God; what it is to be 
preſented before his tribunal under the 


guilt of fin; what it is to ſuffer the 


ſevere torments of the next life; to be 
the companions, nay ſcorn and con- 
tempt of evil ſpirits in the gloomy re- 
gions of the dead; we ſhould not be 
ſo fearful to undertake what is moſt 
effectual for reſcuing us from theſe un- 
happy circumſtances, by drawing away 
that fewel to our vices, which eaſe, 
luxury, and fulneſs of delicacies mi- 
niſter; and thus afflicting our bodies 
by ſuch a ftri& abſtinence that they 
may become fit and proper inſtruments 


to 
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to promote and help forward the grief 
and trouble of our minds: but ſhould 
rather chuſe to ſuffer any thing here; 
that might give us $ hopes of — 
hereafter. ' 

In the next World ie Rap and 
godly fear, that abſtinence and ſevere 
virtue, that patient enduring for Chriſt's 
fake, which is now thought juſt matter 
of deriſion and contempt, ſhall be ac- 
knowledged to be indeed the true, the 
only wiſdom. Then the afflicted and 
perſecuted ſhall bleſs his bitter cup, 
and feel more refined more ſubſtantial 
delight from it, than ſenſual pleafures 
or uninterrupted proſperity could ever 
bring to the voluptuous and fortunate. 
Then the plain dreſs of the humble 
and ſackcloth of the penitent ſhall ſhine 
glorious as the ſun: and all the gay 
pomp and gliſtering jewels of the proud 
and haughty ſinner, ſhall be trampled 

I under 
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utider foot like dung; and all the gaw- 
dy ornaments with which they now fo 
fondly and \induftriouſly adotn | their 
bodies, will then ſpread a thick gloom 
upon their minds. Then the contempt 
bf fiches will approve itſelf the greateſt 
treaſure; the honeſt obedience! of an 
humble faith, more eligible and wiſe 
chan arbitrary and boundleſs power: 
liberal alms, the moſt prevailing ad- 
vocate: heavenly contemplation and 
devout ſilence, the beſt converſation: 
RIf-detial the moſt evalted' pleaſure; | 
and the contueſt of ill habits the ain 
glorious triumph. 

What therefore have we to an at 
preſent but feſolve upon ſubmitting to 
ſuch ſelf-denials as the Church requires; 
and upon fo many preſſing motives and 
encburagements as we have to ſuffer, 
refolve likewiſe upon offering at this 
time a ſacrifice to God in the true ſpi- 
fit of ſeli-denial? A ſa- 
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tadifting it: A a 
by denying it: A wg of all bur 
bjecti en to feaſon, 


and the law of od. i XC 

Eee be ons ie by fl | 
oy let us reſolve to ſuffer. 

How much do we ſuffer in che err 
for ptide? How much for intereſt? 
How much for diverſions? ow mhuch 
for humour? e * N 

Let us now / then aufer on a better 
account; ſuffer for our fins, fuffer for 
eſcaping the judgment of God, ſuffer 
for the Salvation of our Souls. 

We have a Maſter and a Lord who 
offered Himſelf a ſacrifice for fin, at 
the price of his own blood: let us now 
then ſhew ourſelves his diſciples by 
imitating the example, and joining our 
ſacrifice to his, that we may be par- 
- takers of his ſufferings and his crown: 
1 | for 
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for- this is the condition offered to us, 
if we ſuffer with him, we ſhall allo 
reign with him. 1 

Finally therefore, Grant us, = IE. 
SUS, — a portion of thy holy Spirit, 
and then that crucified life, hich is 
now expected from us, will not be our 
grief but our joy; then we ſhall know . 
the being crucified here to the World, 
is the way to live with Thee in hea- 
venly bliſs hereafter: and. grant that 
every hearer may join in this petition 
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St. JAMES, Chap. II. Ver. 10. treats 
on the Royal Law only. 
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St. JAMES, Chap. II. and roth Verſe 


W hoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and 
yet ey 06. 1 of all. 


HAT Truth has in all ages 

greatly. ſuffered, and in ſome 
been wholly obſcured, by too great a 
deference paid to men of high eſtima- 
tion for learning and ſuperior talents 
and ſometimes by an implicit truſt 
placed in their ſentiments and deci- 
ſions, both in appointing Articles of 
Faith without ſufficient warrant of 
holy Writ, and ſettling controverted 
points and interpreting difficult paſ- 
ſages of Scripture: that this, I ſay, has 
been too much the caſe, not only to 

O 2 the 
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196 Sr. James II. 10, treats on 
the great corruption and abuſe of our 


moſt holy and pure Religion, and even 


introduction of many ſtrange and wild 
errors from age to age, as was the con- 
ſtant practice of that Fable the See of 
Nome, to their indelible ſhame and 
nfamy of the Chriſtian Church, of 
which they were then the ſole Head 
and Lord; is now clearly ſeen and 


deteſted bs all fincere Proteſtants, and 


true members of Chriſt's pure and re- 
formed Church: but notwitſtanding 
we are fully ſenſible of theſe things, 
and have ſeparated ourſelves from them 
and thrown off their heavy yoke of 


* Since it hath been ſufficiently evidenced unto 

us that the Church of Rome hath adulterated the 
truth of God, by mixing with it ſundry inventi- 
ons of her own, it was the Conciouſneſs of our 
Duty that made us to ſeparate: for whiere- the 
truth of God doth once ſuffer, there Union is 
Conſpiracy, Authority is but Tyranny, and 
Churches are but Routs. Learned Mr. John 
Hales of Eaton, Several Tracts, p. 795. 
Religious 
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Religious Tyranny, and renounced the 
many and groſs corruptions and impo- 
ſitions of every kind, which they proud- 
ly and impiouſly raiſed on the ruins of 
Chriſtianity : yet, 1 ſay, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe things and our happy enjoy- 
ment of the pure Religion of the holy 
JESUS; and the bleſſed liberty it in- 
ſpires all its true votaries with, a free- 
dom from laviſh” principles, or any 


blind deference to authority 1n matters 


of faith, and the common terms of our 


falvation ; and as a conſequence of theſe 
things, truth, ſincerity, holineſs, peace: 
yet are we ſtill partly from too great 
reſpect to men of diſtinguiſhed charac- 
ters, eminence, and great names, and 
partly from too much indolence and 
averſion to trouble, apt to rely on their 
judgments and deciſions in matters of 
leſſer moment, and in various inſtances 
on their interpretations of ſeemingly 

03 x abſtruſe 
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abſtruſe and difficult paſſages of holy 
Writ. 
And this I take to have been the 
caſe of the words now under confidera- 
tion; the generality of expoſitors, com- 
mentators, writers of ſermons and other 
diſcourſes, ſeeming to have taken up 
nearly one and the ſame interpretation 
of them through a long ſeries of au- 
thorities and courſe of time; and to 
have copied after each other in the 
. fenſe and meaning of them almoſt im- 
plicitly: either to fave themſelves the 
trouble of finding out a new in 

tation of words that at firſt fight 0 
to contain a very great difficulty, if 
not contradiction: or thinking it ſafer 
to rely on ſo many and great authori- 
ties of able divines and approved expo- 
ſitors; who had gone before them and, 
with almoſt one voice and ſuffrage a- 


greed to, — and even rendered 
the 


the common interpretation of them ſa- 
cred and not to be violated. 
And yet, I believe, all who venture 
and are capable to think for themſelves, 
will find this long eſtabliſhed and au- 
thoritative interpretation of theſe words 
to be founded neither in Reaſon nor 
Scripture, nor poſſible to be ſupported 
or ever approve itſelf to underſtanding 
and inquiſitive men; and further it 
will of conſequence be found, as we 
may well think, not to be St. James's 
meaning: and this will appear evident- 
ly on comparing the verſes preceding 
the Text and thoſe that follow with 
each other; from which fair, and in 
all caſes, where it can be had, moſt 
decifive and infallible way of judging 
of any author's meaning, a new and 
eaſy interpretation will ariſe, agreeable 
to our common apprehenſion and no- 
tion of things, and without putting 
O 4 the 
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the leaſt ſtrain or —_ on * 
Apoſtle's words. 

I ſhall therefore make it the bulinek 
of the following diſcourſe, to lay before 
you in the 

If? Place, the general interpretation 

of the great Names gone before us on 
the Text, and ſhew the im en 
of it, and then 

2dly Endeavour to eſtabliſh a new 
and I hope unexceptionable and true 
one, drawn from the Apoſtles s own 
words. 

And 55 Jam to hey before you the 
general interpretation of the great 
1 Names gone before us on theſe words, 
| and refute it. 

Now the words are theſe, 7/hoſoever 
ſhall keep the whole lau, and yet Nn 
in one point, is guilty of all. 

The generality of expoſitors and 
commentators having, as I obſerved, 
| taken 
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taken up pretty nearly one and the 
Fame interpretation of theſe words after 
an almoſt implicit and unvarying man- 
ner for ages paſt, I think it will be ſuf- 
ficient and fave any further trouble, if 
I lay before you the words of the right 
reverend the Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter 
in his poſthumous ſermons, as He is 
one of the lateſt writers, and has given 
much the ſame ſenſe and interpretation 
of the words, as moſt preceding ones 
did before him. | 

Now his explication is this, © A man 
« cannot be reckoned fincere towards 
“ God, who ſets up any fingle luſt, 
“ inclination, or thought againſt what 
© he knows to be the divine will and 
“ pleaſure. And this is evidently the 
reaſon of that determination of St. 
„% James s, Whoſoever ſhall keep the 
©. whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
ce is guilty of all. For as it there fol- 


« Jows, 


. ftery, ſaid alſo do not kill. Now if thoth 
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&« lows, he that ſaid do not commit adul- 


« Commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, 
« thou art become a tranſgreſſor of the 
« law. That is, if thou neglecteſt to 
s obſerve any one divine command 
© knowing it to be one, thou art in 
ce that inſtance as open and declared a 
ce rebel to the authority enacting it, as 
jf thou ſhookeſt off thy obedience 
© to all. 

This interpretation has indeed been 
ſoftened, and a more plauſible turn 
given to it, by ſome Hs, which I 
ſhall alſo conſider after refuting it as it - 


8 here ſtands. 


No that a perſon who knowingly 
breaks any one divine command, is in 
ſuch inſtance as open and Jeclared a 
rebel to the authority enacting it, as if 
he ſhook off his obedience to all, can» 
not poſſibly be agreeable to right rea · 


ſon. 
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ſon. And I own, I never heard it from 
the pulpit, or read it in books, but it 
gave me much offence. For common 
reaſon teaches us that even the breaches 
of ſome ſingle commands are in kind 
more diſpleaſing to God, and inſtances 
of a more open and declared rebellion 
againſt his authority and majeſty, than 
that of others, though all equally en- 
Joined us and n by his ſupreme 
will. | 

As for inſtance, the ſame God who 
in his law commands us, 20 worſhip no 
other God, enjoins it alſo as a duty 
ſtrictly to be obſerved, that we defraud 
no man in the leaſt matter, thou ſhalt. 
not covet any thing that is thy neigh- 
bour's. Now who can pretend that he 
who offends God in the higheſt in- 
ſtance, and in a way moſt derogatory 
to his honour, namely idolatry, is not 
more e blameable and does a more de- 

I - clared 
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clared and greater deſpite to the au- 
thority of the ſupreme Lawgiver, than 
he who offends againſt the ſame au- 
thority by robbing his neighbour of an 
inconſiderable quantity of money or 
goods: certainly there is no compari- 
fon at all in the degrees of the offences, 
the firſt being more highly injurious 
not only to the majeſty of Heaven, but 
alſo productive of infinitely more evil 
and misfortune to men; as much as the 
Ioſs of the knowledge and favour of the 
one true God and heavenly happineſs is 
greater and more inſufferable than that 
of a little money, or a few ſmall earth. 
ly poſſeſſions. ? 
Similar and akin to what 1 am now 
advancing is that remarkable paſſage 
in the Poet Horace, who, though an 
heathen argues fully to our preſent pur- 
pole; Reaſon, ſays he, will never induce 
145 to believe, that he who robs a garden 
I is 
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is equally criminal with another wha 
commits ſacrilege *. 
- Again, to purſue 8 lad 
He that is guilty of perjury is a greater 
offender againſt the authority of God 
the Lawgiver, than he that occaſional-, 
ly breaks the Sabbath: in the firſt caſe, | 
namely perjury we are guilty of the 
greateſt neglect and diſhonour imagin- 
able of the Majeſty of Heaven, in tal- 
ing his holy name in vain in the higheſt 
and moſt affronting degree; and of 
the moſt injurious treatment and great- 
eſt injuſtice to our neighbour in not 
only defrauding him of his property, 
but alſo of his good name, peace, tran- 
quillity of mind, and eyen of his 5 


Nec vincet ratio hoc, tantundem ut peccer | 
__  idemque 
Qui teneros caules alieni, fregerit horti, 
Et qui nocturnus divim ſacra legerit. 
Horat. e Lib. 1. Satyr. 3. L. 113, 114, 


Rance, 


as a 
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ſtance, which if our villany ſucceeds 
may great part or all be expended in 
the ſupport of his juſt, though unſuc- 
ceſsful claim: and if we put the caſe 
of a capital inquiry, here perjury may 
deprive a man of the chiefeſt of all 
temporal goods, and indeed that with- 
out which he cannot enjoy any other, 
his very life itſelf: now what compa- 
riſon is there between this crime in all 
its horrid and complicated conſequen- 
ces even in ſingle inftances, and the 
other of breaking the Sabbath-day by 
neglecting to attend occaſionally the 
duty of the Church: certainly none at 
all, hardly any atonement being ſuf- 
ficient to make good the injuries done 
by the firſt, and as to the ſecond the 
wilful breach of God's poſitive laws in 
ſingle inſtances, though an offence a- 
gainſt the authority enacting the com- 
1 yet may it eaſily be atoned by 


works 
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works of mercy and goodneſs: obe- 
dience to moral virtues being in the 
eſteem of God more valuable than the 
obſervance of his poſitive commands: 
for faith he, by his Prophet, I will have 
mercy and not ſacrifice *.; that is, mercy 
rather or preferably to nos MATTER 

If this be the caſe as undoubtedly it 
is in ſingle inſtances, what ſhall we ſay 
of their interpretation who infer from 
theſe words, as has been frequently 
done by others beſides the author 1 
am now anſwering, that he who wil- 
fully tranſgreſſes any one divine com- 
| mand, is not only as open and declared 
a rebel to the authority enacting it, as 
he who offends againſt more or many 
of the other commands of God, but 
even againſt all of both tables. . 

Certainly the abſurdity and mon- 
ſtrouſneſs of the interpretation grows | 


* Hoſea vi. 6, 


= 
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upon us, in proportion to the number 
of commands and the inſtances of of- 
fences committed againſt them 
Thus is Reaſon plainly and fully 
againſt this interpretation, and the holy 
Scriptures alſo Py 2 and 
condemn it. Hay 
And this will appear evidently "Wt Fn 
the Parable of the Houſeholder and his 
Steward recorded in St. Luke: the Ser- 
vant, we are told, who knew his Lord's 
will and prepared not himſelf, neither 
did; according to his will, ſhall be beaten 
with many ſtripes; but he that knew it 
not, that is not ſo fully and perfectly, 
and did commit things worthy of ftripes, 
ſpall be beaten with few ſtripes. Where 


* This interpretation in its utmoſt latitude far 
exceeds the Stoical Paradox; which only makes 
all fins equal; whereas according to this Account 
he that wilfully breaks one divine command only 


is as criminal as if he actually tranſgreſſed all the 
reſt, 


we 
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Ve ſee the puniſhment bears a pro- 


portion to the demerit and number of 
offences committed. He that offends 

in moſt inſtances is deſcribed as moſt 
guilty, and puniſhed accordingly with 
many firipes : the other who tran{- 
greſſed not his Lord's will in ſo many 
inſtances, is beaten only with few 
frripes. 

Conſequently he that od againſt 
the Authority of God the ſupreme 
Lawgiver (the Houſeholder in the Par- 
able) in moſt or all inſtances, is ex- 
ceedingly more blameable and guilty, 
than he that tranſgreſſes only in one, 
or more inſtances, and will according- 
ly be doomed to a proportionabl , ſe- 
verer puniſhment. 

And this one example of God's deal- 
ing with and puniſhing ſinners accord- 
ing and in proportion to their demerit, 
I think ſufficient to overturn that inter- 

P pre- 
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pretation of St. Fames's words, which 
accounts him equally blameable and as 
great a rebel to the divine authority 
of the Lawgiver, who is guilty of the 
wilful breach of one divine command, 
as another, who offends againſt more, 
many, or even all God's laws: and 
think it needleſs to uſe any further au- 
thorities in ſo plain a matter. 

There has indeed been, as I obſerv- 
ed, a more plauſible turn given to the 
interpretation of theſe words by ſome 
divines, which is, that he who wilfully 
and habitually tranſgreſſes any one di- 
vine command, by ſo doing offends a- 
gainſt the authority of the Laugiver, 
who enafted all the reſt, and cannot 
therefore be eſteemed fincere in his ob- 
fervance of any. 

But however true this m g may 
be in a general view, it has no place 
here, being plainly invented to ſoften a 

difficulty, 
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difficulty, which it by no means re- 
moves: for it falls exceedingly ſhort of 


the Apoſtle's meaning who fays in the 
fulleſt terms, that he is guilty of all. 


Having now, as I think, ſufficient- 
ly refuted the generally received inter- 
pretations of the words of the Text, I 
ſhall without taking up any more of 
your time in producing further argu- 
ments againſt them, though many more 
might be produced, proceed directly 
according to my intended method, -to 
eſtabliſh, 
2dly, A new, and I hope true and 

unexceptionable interpretation of St. 
Fames's words, drawn from his own 
expreſſions, and that in the moſt evi- 
dent and clear manner, and without 
putting the leaft ſtrain or, difficulty 
upon them. 
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Now the Apoſtle St. James is not 
here ſpeaking of the laws or commands 
of God in general, or of all the Moral 
Laws or Commandments, as interpret- 
ers have thought, of both tables; but 
only of the Law of Charity, or Royal 
Law, as he calls it: and the inſtances 
he uſes to illuſtrate his ſubject relate 
ſolely to this Law, and conſiſt in of- 
fences committed againſt our neigh- 
bour only, and that charity and ſocial 
regard which is due to him. 

I ſhall read to you the four verſes 
which relate to this buſineſs, and then 
you will hear him ſpeak for himſelf, 
and I believe will be amazed how any 
one could ever have fo groſſly miſtaken 
him. His words are theſe. If ye fulfil 
the Royal Law (voy B2oiunov) accord- 
ing to the Scripture, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well; but 


if ye have reſpect of perſons, ye commit 
7 
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fin, and are convinced of the law as 
tranſoreſſors : for whoſoever ſhall keep 
the whole law and yet offend in one point 
he is guilty of all: for he that ſaid do 
not commit adultery, ſaid alſo do not 
kill; now if thou commit no adultery, 
yet af thou kill thou art become 4 tranſ- ; 
greſſor of the law, 

Now what can be plainer or more 
conſiſtent with itſelf, than what St. 
James advances when we thus hear 
him ſpeaking for, nn and com- 
menting upon himſelf. 

It appears evidently "Re his own 
words that he is only ſpeaking of the 
duties we owe to our neighbour, and 
ariſing from what he calls emphatically. 
the royal Law: and of this law, he 
declares, that whoſoever ſhall Jeep the 
' whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
is guilty of all. That is in every ſuch 

inſtance he flagrantly offends ag inſt 
| P 3 the 


— 


9 — — — . 
FE rd nm er WIRD En pm ern ns ants 
a - x 


214 Sf. James II. 10. treats on 


the law of charity, in not doing as he 
would be done by, and loving his 


neghbour as himſelf. 


And this interpretation. the three in- 
ſtances he produces all founded in of- 
fences only againſt our neighbour, ſuf- 
ficiently evince and ſupport, as the ge- 
nuine and true ſenſe of the words. 

In the firſt He ſays, if ye have reſpect 
of perſons, ye commit fin and are con- 
vinced of the law as tranſgreſſors : that 
is if you act with prejudice and par- 
tiality you break and violate the Royal 
Law in every inſtance of ſuch corrupt 
proceeding, and do not love your neigh- 
bour as yourſelves, nor do to him as 
you would be done by. 

Moreover he goes on to inſtance in 
the great fin of Murther particularly : 
He, argues the Apoſtle, that ſaid do 
not commit adultery, ſaid alſo do not 
Kull: now if thou commit no adultery, 

cabs yet 
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yet if thou kill, thou art become a tranſ- 
preſſor of the law. That is, do not 
think thyſelf void of the breach of 
Charity towards thy neighbour, be- 
cauſe thou offendeſt him only in one 
point or inſtance, and to excuſe thy- 
ſelf by pleading thy innocence and 
clearneſs in others: no, remember the 
ſame God who commands thee in 
Scripture 70 love thy neighbour as thyſelf, 
and ſo fulfil the law of Charity; will not 
think or account thee blameleſs, be- 
cauſe thou obeyeſt the ſaid law in one 
or more inſtances; if yet thou art guilty 
of the breach of it in any other; but 
for every ſuch offence will eſteem thee 
a tranſgreſſor of the law. 

And thus it evidently and eafily ap- 
pears from the nature of the thing as 
well as St. James's own words in the 
inſtances he uſes, and which I have 
now y conſidered and applied to illuſtrate 

P 4 the -. 
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the ſenſe and meaning of them, that 
a perſon who in any ſingle inſtance 
willfully injures his neighbour, does 
thereby flagrantly tranſgreſs the law 
of Charity. 

To draw a further argument in ſup- 
port i this interpretation from the 
Apoſtle's own words, tis obſervable 
that theſe two expreſſions is guilty of 
all, and is @ tramſgreſſor of the Law, 
are uſed by himſelf twice in the verſes 
foregoing and ſubſequent to the words 
of the text, as ſynonymous and equi- 
valent expreſſions, and are, I think, 
deciſive in the point and clearly and 
fully eſtabliſhed the ſenſe here con- 
tended for*: nor can any criticiſm on 
the words in the original invalidate 
what is here ſaid, fince we have St. 


* The fimilar uſe of theſe two phraſes, which I 
think deciſive in the point, has, I believe, never 
been taken notice of by any one. 


James 
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James himſelf thus aſcertaining the 

meaning of them, and rendering by 
this means any further inquiry unne- 
ceſſary and beſide the purpoſe: fo that 
evidently it appears upon the whole 
from his own explication and fimilar 
uſe of theſe two phraſes, that he means, 
as I have all along inſiſted, that who- 
ever offends his neighbour in one point 
or inſtance of ſocial duty, by his tranſ- 
greſſion breaks and groſſly violates the 
Royal Law, or Law of Charity, in not 
doing as he would be done by, nor 
loving his neighbour as himſelf. 

And perhaps there are not any four 
verſes in the whole New Teſtament 
that throw greater light upon, and 
mutually aſſiſt in clearing up the 
meaning, and illuſtrating the ſenſe of 
each other: and the whole embarraſs 
that the great names who have gone 
before us ſeem to labour under in the 

explica- 


/ 
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explication, and the obſcurity thrown 
upon them, and offence given to ſenſi- 


ble men, muſt have ariſen chiefly from 


too attentively at firſt conſidering one 
part of them without comparing it 
with the other, and ſo been continued 
and brought down to our times by 
truſting to authorities. 


And now to obſerve upon the 
whole, we may from what has been 
enforced and, I hope, fully and ſatis- 
factorily evinced and proved in the 
progreſs of this diſcourſe in eſtabliſhing 
a new, more rational, and ſcriptural 
fenſe of the words under conſideration, 
than the authoritative and juſtly ex- 
ceptionable one that heretofore pretty 
generally prevailed, learn that how- 
ever true, infallible, and inſtructive 
the word of God be, yet that the in- 
terpretations of men have in all ages 


I been 
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been various, fallible and irrational, 
and frequently, as well as in the caſe 
before us, derogatory-to the credit and 
honour of the Scriptures, thoſe lively 
and adorable oracles of the one true 
God: learn we alſo from hence not to 
truſt to the interpretations and deci- 
ſions of men of however great names; 
eminence, or authority, without the 
- warrant, and clear teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture and unprejudiced deductions of 
Reaſon be on their ſide: for thoſe ins 


wterpretations of holy Writ, which are 


thus ſupported, and thoſe only, will, 
when opinions founded merely on au- 
thority, prejudice, or partiality, vaniſh 
like ſmoak and difappear, approve 
themſelves to the beſt underſtanding 
of men, and be tranſmitted with a 
general applauſe and a moſt free and 


generous reception down to all ſuc- 


ceeding ages, 


F urther 
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Further the thus interpreting Scrip- 
ture by itſelf, one part by another, the 
ſeemingly obſcure and difficult places 
by the clear and more intelligible, and 
not' confounding the plain ones by the 
more abſtruſe, as has been commonly 
done, would remove moſt effectually 
the cavills and objections, which un- 
believers are apt to raiſe againſt the 
ſenſe of it, and ſave us much needleſs 
trouble; for it will then be known 
and felt that their objections in truth 
and reality lye not againſt the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, but the faulty inter- 
pretations of deſigning men, invented 
to ſupport a favourite Opinion, or prop 


ſome darling Syſtem : which would 


| otherwiſe immediately fall down of 


themſelves, fink into oblivion, and mix 


with that kindred darkneſs, whence 


they ſprung at firſt, 


In 
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In fine, that I may effe@ually for 
the future guard you againſt the fond 
prejudices, which are too apt to grow 
up with us, and become ſtandards of 
all truths offered to our minds in neg- 
lect of right reaſon and the Scriptures 
themſelves, which are the only ſafe 
and infallible touchſtones of right and 
wrong; let it be remembered, that as 
when we look through a coloured glaſs, 
all things we ſee appear to be more or 
leſs tinged with the ſame colour: ſo 
our notions and prepoſſeſſions through 
which we almoſt. always view other 
things, communicate their own parti- 
cular hue and colouring to what is pre- 
ſented to the eyes of our underſtanding, 
and thus we are conſtantly too much 
diſpoſed to Judge of things agreeably 
to thoſe previous impreſſions, already 
ſtamped upon our minds: theſe there- 
fore we ought carefully to diveſt our- 

ſelves 


4 — = 1 
-. — fd. 


out excepting any particular inſtance 
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ſelves of, laying them quite aſide on 
every inquiry after truth,- and depend 
wholly and ſolely on the clear and full 
decifions of Reaſon and holy Writ. 
Thus keeping our minds like a juſt 
balance, not the leaft inclined either 
way, but always ready to yield to the 


prevalency of truth, and permitting 


the greateſt weight from time to time 
to preponderate, as any additions may 


be made on the one {ide or the other. 


Laſtly, The practical inference, that 
ariſes from what has been ſaid in the 
explication here given of St. James's 
words, is, that we ſhould not think to 
excuſe ourſelves in any point of duty, 
by the practice of others, but take par- 
ticular care that our reſolutions of obe- 
dience be general and unlimited, with- 
out a reſerve for any favourite fin, with- 


of 


of duty towards our neighbour, where- 
in we deſire to be excuſed. 0 
As thoſe who run in a race carefully 
keep in the direct way without wan- 
dering, or making any needleſs excur- 
ſions, ſo do you make ftrait paths to 
your feet and keep ſtrictly to this Chri- 
ſtian courſe, without deviating from it, 
or making any unwarrantable allow- 
ances to yourſelves; but exerciſe at all 
times an univerſal love and charity't to- 
wards all men. 
When once you are dive znckined 
and refolved, no one ſocial virtue will 


come ſingle and unattended: the vir- 
tues that be her fellows. will bear her 
company, and with joy and gladneſs 


enter into your hearts, abide and dwell 
there, and become a fruitful principle 
of univerſal righteouſneſs, h 

"Tis this compleat aſſemblage and 


exerciſe of all ſocial virtues, and this 


alone 
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alone, that will render our duty to our 
neighbour full and compleat. 

For what will it avail us to perform 
one or two ſocial duties, if we fail and 


come ſhort in many others? Nay what 


will our beſt and moſt ſhining qualities 
ſignify, if the reſt of our conduct be 
not of a piece with them? they will 
be but as ſplendid patches ſewed up- 
on 'a poor and deſpicable garment, 


which will only ſerve to render its 


coarſeneſs and deformity the more ob- 
ſervable and conſpicuous, | 
As a picture is not admired and 
thought compleat and finiſhed for 
ſmall detached ornaments or the moſt 
exact likeneſs in particular parts, but 
then only when it comes up to the ori- 
ginal in every lineament, and has its 
colouring in every part charged to the 


: full: fo likewiſe in the ſocial life, tis 


not the fulfilling of one or more duties, 
I N but 
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but all, that renders it perfe&, and 
ſuch as comes up to the great exemplar 
in the Goſpel, 

Let us therefore endeavour as far 
as in us lies at a general diſcharge of 
every duty we owe to our neighbour ; 
that each virtue may add a luſter to 
each other, and like ſo many ſtars in 
the firmament make up one Os 
conſtellation. 

| Theſe reſolutions thus put in prac- 
tile would lay a foundation for a mu- 
tual agreement and good underſtand- 
ing among men; and introduce and 
eſtabliſh juſtice, charity, and all the 
bright _ of ſocial graces and virtues; 
while the monſtrous calamities and 
horrid confuſions which ariſe for want 
of theſe fences, and make ſuch dreadful | 
havock in the world, would be ſtifled 
before they come to birth, or imme- 
diately laid in a profound ſleep. 
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Permit me further to obſerve to you, 
that the welfare of ſociety not only 
requires ſuch an univerſal exerciſe of 
charity and juſtice in regard of mens 
temporal poſſeſſions and properties of 
every kind, but alſo of their religious 
rights and privileges: it being contrary 
to the golden rule of juſtice, and no 
more lawful and right arbitrarily to 
break in u pon theſe, than upon all 
their civil enjoyments and liberties: the 
latter being as well guarded and fenced 
in by God and Nature, as the former. 

| All Chriſtians therefore not-only for 
the honour of the holy and peaceable 
Religion they profeſs, but in regard of 
their own welfare, ſhould do all they 
poſſibly can to prevent all inhuman 
proceedings and bloody perſecutions 

for the future on account of any differ- 
ence in opinions: for all Chriſtians 
| might, as ſuch, be happy beyond all 


other 
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other men even in this world, if they 
knew their own happineſs and would 
purſue it: ſeeing the Religion they 
profeſs has this peculiar excellence a- 
bove all others, that when allowed its 
free progreſs, it is ſufficiently powerful 
over the minds of men by the clearrieſs 
of its evidence, purity of its precepts, 
and weight of its divine origine and 
fanctions, without the uſe of violence 
and eruelty. | 
In compoſing religious differeriues 
therefore we ſhould never endeavour 
to force mens conſciences; but to win 
and reduce them by time; inſtruction, 
and perſuaſion; which are the lawful, 
the only lawful means that can be uſed 
to inform the deceived, ſtrengthen the 
wavering, and reclaim the corrupt. 
This kind, chatitable, and benevos 
lent Scheme, would effectually unite 
all Chriſtians in brotherly love, and 


Q 2 keep 
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keep the unity of the Spirit; though 


not in an exact agreement of ſentiments 
and notions, yet in the Snd of peace: 
and this is alone neceſſary, the other 
impoſſible, Violence, be affured, ne- 
ver perſuades, it only makes hypo- 
crites. 

And to take a view of the Church 
in former ages, how it has been diſ- 
ordered, broken, and laid waſte, its 
beauty and excellence trodden down, 
and trampled upon by the feet of ſa- 
vage pride and fury, oppreſſion and 
perſecution on account of difference of 
ſentiments, is a very diſmal and melan- 
choly fight to all who love the LORD 
— in fincerity. 

Thus the experience of all palin ages; 
as well as the reaſon of the thing has 
amply taught us, that force and co- 

ercion ſhould be exerciſed on none but 
| thaſe whoſe opinions break. out into 

Sh: acts 
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acts of ill conſequence to the State. 
And the lawfulneſs of forcible means 
in the Civil Magiſtrate to reduce ſuch 
men to order will appear from this 
ſingle reflection, that they are not 
checked and reftrained on account of 
any opinions they entertain, but for 
turbulence and faction. 

But the cognizance of opinions aſ- 
ſuredly appertains to God only, who 
knows mens hearts and will certainly 
judge all thoſe who make no conſcience 
of Schiſm*: and to him only venge- 
ance belongeth, to us forbearance and 
charity, 
Hut notwithſtanding all that has or 
can be ſaid, I am ſenſible we ſhall 


* Hereſy and Schiſm are things in themſelves 
of very conſiderable moment : the one offendi 
againſt Truth, the other againſt Charity : and 
therefore both deadly: where they are not by im- 
putation but in deed. Ever memorable Mr. Hales's 
wag of Eaton, 12mo, p. 164. 


Q 3 never 


230 St. James II. 10. treats on 


never be able to eſcape the cenſures of 
the Roman Catholicks for advancing 
principles which make us break into a 
multitude of Religions: but we may 
fairly deſpiſe their ſevereſt invectives 
from this ſingle conſideration, that the 
methods of cruelty which they uſe in 
order to keep their people together are 
the moſt unjuſtifiable and do the great- 
eſt diſhonour imaginable to the peace- 
able Religion they profeſs, and at the 
fame time do not anſwer the purpoſe, 

For the multitude of Convents with 
which they every where abound, are 
only ſo many receptacles of wild bigots 
and fiery zealots ſhut up together in 
thoſe houſes of devotion, 

And all men of dark tempers, ac- 
cording to their degree of melancholy, 
or enthuſiaſm, may find Convents ſuit- 
ed to their humours; and meet with 
* as . as themſelves: 


fo 
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fo that what Proteſtants call a fanatick, 
is in the Roman Church, a Religious 
of ſuch or ſuch an Order: and the 
genious Author of the Remarks on the 
ſeveral parts of Italy, has told us 
(which confirms this obſervation) of an 
Engliſh Merchant at Liſbon, who after 
ſeveral diſappointments in the world 
reſolved to turn Quaker or Capuchin : 
for in the change of Religions men of 
ordinary underſtandings do not ſo much 
conſider the principles as the practices 
of thoſe to whom they go over: we 
may therefore fairly allow them their 
ſofter appellations ſince the thing is the 
ſame, only with this advantage on our 
ſide, that Proteſtant Zealots are ſtill 
uſeful trading members of Society, the 
Roman Catholick a dead load and heavy 
| clog to it: and indeed ſuch turns of 


mind, conſidering the different tem- 

Pers, capacities, and educations of men 

are unavaidable in any Church: and 
Q 4 there- 
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therefore, I further add, as things are 
thus conſtituted, happy, thrice happy 
are we in the enjoyment and exerciſe 
of a mild, humane, and truly Chriſti- 
an principle, not an implacable, cruel, 
and abſurd one. | 
And as it has pleaſed Almighty God 
to give many publick teſtimonies of his 
approbation of the generous principles 
on which we act, by frequently con- 
founding all the artful devices of our 
hardy enemies nefariouſly plotted a- 
gainſt us for many ages paſt: let us as 


in gratitude bound thankfully perſevere 


in this excellent principle to the laſt, 
and fo bring not only peace to our- 
ſelves, but credit to our profeſſion by 
continuing to approve ourſelves true 
diſciples of the LORD JESUS, who 
has commanded us to diſtinguiſh our- 


| ſelves from the reſt of the world as 


ſuch, by loving one another and bear- 
ing with one another, Amen. 
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HEBREWS xii. Verſe 8. 


Jeſus Chriſt Teferday, and to Day, 
and the ſame for ever. 


PARTF . 
E R narrow, imperfect, and 
confined are the notions, which 
many perſons have entertained of our 
redemption in Chriſt; as if the cove- 
nant of Grace and reconciliation with 
God, through the ſufferings and merits 
of his only begotten Son, was appro- 
priated and of benefit to a few only, 


who are ſo happy to be born under the 


full light and influence of it, or who 
through its beneficial and invigorating 
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power have eſcaped, as much as in 
them lies, the pollutions that are in the 
world through luft*: and thus making 
it a temporary ſcheme and particular 
interpoſition of providence reſerved in 
a, manner for a few only, and thoſe 
as they are wont to ſpeak, ele& and 
choſen out of a reprobate and wicked 
world. , 

This is a very imperfect, reſtrained, 
and ungenerous way of thinking and 
Judging indeed, and has certainly no 
foundation but in their own narrow 
conceptions, particular fancies, and 
very partial and fond notions. 

For God's thoughts are not as our 
thaughts, neither his ways as our ways : 
for as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, Jo are his thoughts than our 
thoughts, his ways than our ways : He 
is good and does good generally, and 

2 Pet. ii. 20, IP Iſaiab lv. 8. 

as 
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as his knowledge, fo is his providence, 
unreſtrained, univerſal, and unlimited; 
reſpecting all times and perſons, every 
age and man in the world, with one 
and the ſame kind, tender, and fa- 


therly care: thus embracing all his 


progeny, the whole race of Mankind, 
in their ſeveral ſucceſſive ſtages and 


generations from the firſt creation to 


this day, in the arms of his mercy, and 
in the bowels of his loving kindneſs. 
And this kind, benevolent, and 
general goodneſs of our great Creatat 
and heavenly Father, is not more con- 
ſpicuous in the Natural than in the 
Moral world: His kind Covenant of 


grace and redemption reſpecting all 
times and perſons as much and as uni- 
verſally in the latter, as his over ruling 
providence and the general laws of 
Nature do the benefit, the well-being, 
Fer good and e of the 


former: 


U 
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former: Jeſus Chrift the Mediator of 
the Covenant of peace and reconcilia- 
tion between God and Man, being ac- 
cording to the expreſs words of the 


text, yeſterday, and 10 20 and the 
fame for ever. 


From the words this explained ge- 
nerally, it ſhall be the buſineſs of the 
following diſcourſe more an 
to ſhew, 

1, That the Church of Chriſt is 
at all times effentially one * * 
fame. And 

--2dly, From this — view of the 
Chriſtian Church, particularly ſhew 
the fallacy and falſity of the principal 


arguments advanced in a bock intitled, 


4 Diſcourſe on the Grounds and Neu- 


N 4 ese Religion*, 


And 1/ I am to ſhew and prot 


Printed at London in 8v0. 1427. 
2 | that 
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that the Church of Chrift is at al | 


times one and the fame. 

'Tis a thing very well known, and 
as generally allowed by all underſtand- 
ing, obſervant, and good men, that in 
every age from the foundation of the 


world and the creation of the firſt 
man, to our Saviour 's' appearatice in 


the world in the fulneſs of time, men 
were not left to the law of Nature only, 
and the internal light of their own 
breaſts, but that kind proviſidn- was 
always made for the information and: 


inſtruction of the world by God's fre- 


quent declarations of himſelf, and re- 
velations made to the Patriarchs, as 
ruption of the old world required, 
both before and after the Food: which 
they were obliged to tranſmit to their 


poſterity, and this their longevity gave 


them an ample opportunity of doing; 
bn! and 
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and added even an uncommon ſanction, 
weight and authority to their traditions, 
After this ſucceſſive Patriarchal in- 
ſtruction; Abraham who was illuſtri- 
ous for his faith, piety, and righteouſ- 
neſs, and whom God was pleaſed to 
favour with ſpecial diſcoveries of his 
will, became on his call, the great re- 
vivor both of natural and revealed Re- 
ligion by himſelf, his poſterity, and 
deſcendants: who multiplied and en- 
creaſed fo greatly, as the Stars of bea- 
ven, and the ſand on the ſea-ſhore for 
number, by the providence of God; 
that in proceſs of time they grew up to 
many and great nations: which ex- 
ccedingly preſerved and propagated the 
main principles of true Religion, of 
which there are noble remains in the 


book of Job. 
cn. M. 77. 


And 
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 And' afterwards upon giving be 
Law, the Jews became as it were a 
light placed upon an hill, a burning and 
a ſhining light* to the reſt of the world: 
and all 1 requiſite and n in 
ſtruction which concerned mankind in 
general was by them communicated in 
ſuch proportions as Providence ſaw fit 
and good, to all the nations of the 
earth: as the courſe of their hiſtory 
doth fully ſhew and manifeſt from the 
. to the end. 
There were moreover remarkable 
traces of the great truths of Religion, 
thus propagated among the nations, 
being preſerved among ſeveral of them 
for a long time: and indeed the belief 
of one ſupreme God, of a providence, 
a hope of pardoning mercy, a ſenſe of 
the obligations of piety and virtue, and 
of the acceptance and reward of ſincere 


* John v. 35. | 
R obe- 
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| obedience and the expectation of a fu- 
ture ſtate, were never entirely extin- 
guiſhed. And whoſoever among the 
Gentiles at any time, or in any nation, 
was a fearer of God, and a worker of 
righteouſneſs, might be juſtly regarded 
as of the ancient patriarchal Religion. 
But in proceſs of time the Nations be- 
came generally depraved, ſunk into 
deplorable darkneſs, ignorance, and 
corruption; and the great principles 
of religion were in a great meaſure 
covered and overwhelmed with an a- 
mazing load of ſuperſtitions, idolatries, 
and corruptions of every kind. But 
though in times paſt God thus ſuffered 
all nations to walk in their own ways, 
neverthele ſs he left not himſelf without 
witneſe, in that he did good, and gave 
them rain from heaven, and fruitful 
ſeaſons, filling their hearts with food 
and gladneſs. (Acts. xiv. 16, 17.) 
And 
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And the Scripture ſupplies us further 
with a very ſtrong argument and rea- 
ſon, why God ſhould wink at theſe 
times of ignorance and even at length 
ſuffer all Nations to depart for a time 
from the great truths of Religion, with- 
out affording them the perpetual ad- 
vantage of a full and compleat Revela- 
tion; by calling Chriſt who is the Me- 
dns of the Covenant, The Lamb of 
God that was flain from the foundation 
of the world * ; for this is a plain and 
full declaration ht the Covenant of 
peace and grace eſtabliſhed between 
God and his Son in behalf of loſt man- 
kind, was confirmed and ratified be- 
fore the foundation of the world, to 
be compleated in he fulneſs of time, 


by Chriſt's appearing in eur fleſh, be- 
coming our proxy, and ſatisfying the 
divine wrath and juſtice in our ſtead 


* Heb. xili. 8. 


R 2 and 
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and all by the great facrifice and price 
of his own blood; and hat all theſe 
things were underſtood by God's fore- 
knowledge and gracious defignation of 
them, and our Saviour's undertaking © 
from the firſt this office of reconcilia- 
tion between God and Man, as all 
along actually undergone and fulfilled : 
and that a perpetual Mediator was thus 
appointed from the beginning between 
offended Heaven and finful man: in 
one word an eyerlaſting Covenant and 
propitiation for fin eſtabliſhed, full, 
ſufficient and ſatisfactory for the fins 
of all men, who guide their lives ac- 
cording to the beſt light and means of 
inſtruction afforded them ; both of 
thoſe who knew and thoſe who knew 
it not; appears from the word of God 
being called he everlaſting Goſpel *, 

and from our being told that i every 
* Nev. xiv. 6, 
nation 
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nation he that feareth God and worketh 
righteouſneſs is accepted of him* : and 
by our bleſſed Saviour's full declaration, 
that men ſhall come from the eaft and 
from the weſt, and from the north and 
from the ſouth, and ſhall fit down in the 
kingdont of God f. 

And thus evidently and aired i is 
the Covenant of Grace eſtabliſhed by 
God's providence from the beginning, 
and fully confirmed and fulfilled in h 
everlaſting Goſpel, one and the ſame 
at all times and of univerſal benefit and 
advantage to all the progeny of our firſt 
common Parent. And conſequently 
from the beginning and creation of the 
World to the laſt and final period of i it, 
the Church of Chriſt is and muſt be 

eſſentially one and the ſame: and how-. 
| ſoever it may appear outwardly to the 
eyes of men on a tranſient view only ta 


Ads xi. 35. + Luke xiii. 29. 
R 3 


\ 
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be unlike or different; yet on a nearer 
inſpection will this variation be found 
to conſiſt only in forms and ceremonies, 
in its different garbs and habits, and 
other exterior circumſtances; and not- 
in its ſubſtance, power, and beneficial 
influence: theſe being always one and 
the ſame, and equally unchangeable ag 
God the Author of them. The beg- 
garly elements *, the ceremonies and 
rites only of the Law, were to be done 
away. 

And as the Church of Chrift was and 
thus really exiſted in ſubſtance from the 
very firſt Creation, ſo was it likewiſe 
always Chriſtian : there being no other 
difference betwixt the fathers before 
Chriſt and us but this; As they be- 
lieved in Chrift that was to come, ſo we 
believe in Chri/t that is come: Feſus 
Chriſt Yeſterday, and to day, and the 
ſame for ever. 

* Gal. iv. 9. And 
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And accordingly faith alſo in Chriſt 
is the ſame thing at all times, both in 
the old and the preſent world; for 
thus St, Paul tells us, faith is, the ſub- 
france of things boped for, the evidence 
of things not ſaen: by this the elders 
(the worthies of the old world) obzained 
a good report. And after enumerat- 
ing the particular acts of faith by which 
all the good men of thoſe former times 
ſupported themſelves under their vari- 
ous temptations and tryals; he declares 

alſo, that zhey all died in the faith, not 
having received the promiſes, but hav- 
ing ſeen them afar off, and were per- 
ſuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confeſſed they were ſtrangers and 
pilgrims upon earthÞ: and afterwards 
more plainly, that they defired a better 
country, that is an heavenly one : where- 
fore God is not aſhamed to be called their 


* Heb. Xi. 1, 2. + Heb. xi. 13. 
R 4 God: 
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God: © for he hath prepared fr them a 


Gay; even an heavenly one. 
And even men of FARO — 
learning of the Jewiſh Nation in gene- 
ral, Jaw that the end of the Law, as a 
great Expounder of it ſays, was not to 
make the earth fruftify, to give men 
their lives, but that, by all theſe things, 
they may be encouraged to perfect their 
obedience and thereby become worthy f 
life eternal +, | 
And moreover the very people of the 
Jews were taught by Moſes and the 
Prophets the abſolute neceſſity of right- 
eouſneſs and virtue, and on this they 
were directed to lay the principal ſtreſs, 
and raiſe their future hopes, and not 
merely on external forms and rites: 
and accordingly it appears fully that 
in in fals they thus underſtood them by 


* Heb. xi. 16. + Maimonides in his pre- 
face to Perek Cheleck. ES 


OUT 
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our Saviour's bidding them, Search the 
Scriptures (meaning of the Old Teſta- 
ment) for in them ye —_ ye have eter- 
nal life 
And de eee do thus fully 
declare and ſhew the Church of Cluſt, 
and the hopes of men to be one and 
the ſame before his appearance as well 
as ſince: ſo is it alſo the ſenſe of our 
_ reformed Church; as appears evident- 
ly from the ſeventh Article of Religion, 
which treats of the Old Teſtament; and 
ſays expreſſly, The Old Teſtament is 
not contrary to the New; for both in the 
Old and New Teſtament everlaſting life 
is offered to Mankind by Chriſt, who is 
the only Mediator between God and 
Man. Wherefore they are not to be 
heard, who feign that the old Fathers 
did look only for temporary promiſes. 
* John v. 39. 


The 
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The Law therefore appears thus evi- 
dently and fully to have been @ Schoot- 
maſter *, unto them as well as us, in 
order to bring them to the knowledge 
aof the truth: as appears further moſt 
remarkably from our Saviour's own 
expoſtulation with them recorded by 
St. Matthew r, O Feruſalem, Jeruſa- 
lem, thou that killeft the Prophets, and 
oneft them that are ſent unto you, how 
often would I have gathered thy children, 
even as an hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, but ye would not? 
Which is thus paraphraſed t, How 
Gal. iii. 24. + Matt, xxiii. 37. 

+ By Dr. Hammond. And in a note on the 
13th chapter of St, Luke and 34th verſe, where 
the ſame words of our Saviour are alſo recorded, 
he ſays, 10 be gathered under the wings ſeem to be 
@ proverbial phraſe among the Jews for gathering 
and admitting proſelytes; thus in Maimonides, tit. 
Iſuri bia c. 13. ſpeaking of the three ways of re- 
ceiving proſelytes, circumciſion, baptiſm, and ſa- 
crifice, he adds, And in lite manner through all 


ages if a Gentile would enter into the Covenant, and 
1 be 
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many pa ſſionate invitutions and calls have 
given you (by my Prophets and My- 
ſelf) ro bring you to repentance, to per- 
ſuade yon to be gathered under the 
wings of the divine preſence, and lead 
new lives, but ye refuſed all? © 
And thus any one who carefully and 
impartially confiders it, will find one 
ſcheme of Religion, fubſtantially the 
fame, carried on all along through the 
whole, *till it was brought to its full 


perfection and accompliſhment by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, * | 


be gathered under the wings of the divine Majeſty ; 
referring to the manner whereby God, ſignified his 
preſence in the Ark and in the holy of bolies, by 
the Cherubims Wings, that covered the propitiatory; 
the being gathered under his wings is there ſet down 
for his entering into the Covenant, and attended 
with undertaking the Law, i. e. obedience to his 
commands; ſo here Chriſt's gathering as à bird 
under his wings, is the preaching of the new 
Covenant to them, and calling them all as Profe- 
lytes to receive it. 


Upon 
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Upon all theſe authorities and rea- 


ſons therefore we may fairly avail our- 
ſelves of this concluſion, that from the 
beginning of the World, reference un- 
to Chriſt is the very eſſence of the 
Church: and moreover that there nei- 
ther is now, nor ever was any Church 
upon earth, but Chrif's only: and 
therefore by fair and legitimate conſe- 
quence that the Church among the Jews 
formerly, was properly and truly Chri- 
ian, as to the ſubſtance and eſſence, 
as much as it is now among us. | 
Now as this Church at all times is 
Chriſ?'s body*, fo is Chriſt the perpe- 
tual and ſole head of it: for it is as im- 
poſſible for the Church at any time, as 
for the body, to be without its head. 
And when Chriſt appeared viſibly in 
the world, he came not to found a new 
Church, or to profeſs a viſible Head- 


ſhip 


Col. i. 8. 
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ſhip of it here upon Earth. That rela- 
tion which he bears to the Church as 
its Head, is continually one and the 
ſame, from the creation to the world's 
end: neither is the character of head- 
ſhip in the leaſt varied, or altered be- 
cauſe the perſon, who ſtands thus re- 
lated to the Church, is ſometimes viſi- 
ble on earth, ſometimes inviſible in the 
heavens. N 

Tis fact indeed and a known truth, 
that the Head of the Church manifeſt- 
ed himſelf once in our fleſh, but this 
was but accidental, and occaſioned 
only by the then exigencies of the viſi- 
ble Church: for our Saviour, by the 
deſignation of God his Father, viſiting 
the Church in order to manifeſt the 
truth more fully unto it, and com pleat 
the redemption of depraved and fallen 

man; became for once the viſible head 
of the Church here on earth, as he 
I always 


. 
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always was of the inviſible one before, 


and will continue to be till time ſhall 


be no more. But of this his viſible 
and occaſional appearance he left no 
proxy, no doctrine, no uſe; it being 
indeed only accidental, reſpecting the 
then circumſtances and wants of the 
Church, which are now paſſed, gone, 
and fully ſupplied for ever. 

Had the Church any viſible Head 
before Chrift? No certainly: He is 
the Church's Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come 
Therefore aſſuredly as the Church had 
no other viſible head from the begin- 
ning before Chriſt, ſo neither does it 
require, or will ever again have a viſi- 
ble head. God is not apt to do things 
as men do, in ſuch a way as ever after 
to ſtand in need of mending, much leſs 


Rev. i. 8. 


of 


akvays Chriſtian. 25% 
of doing over again. In fine to ſay all 
at once; Chriſt is the only Head, Lord, 
and Maſter of the Church, which was 
aways Chriſtian. 

The Church as it ſignifies a viſible 
body of men and ſociety in this preſent 
world, conſiſts only of the true pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, the whole com- 
pany of the faithful, whereſoever diſ- 
perſed over the face of the whole earth. 
To define the Church of Chriſt there- 
fore by Monarchy, under one viſible 
head here on earth, as the Romiſb fac- 
tion do, is a novelty ſprung up, fince 
men began to change the ſpiritual 
Kingdom of Chriſt to ſecular power 
and tyranny : and is a thing never 
heard of, either in the Scriptures or the 
writings of the Ancients. Government 
whether by one or many, or howſoever, 
can be only one of the Church's con- 
tingent Attributes: certainly it is no 


_ neceſlary 
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neceſſary property, much leſs comes 
it into the definition and eſſence of it“. 
I mean outward Government, for as 
for the inward Government, by which 


Chriſt reigns in the hearts of the faith- 
ful, and 18a them from all their 
ſpiritual enemies, this I have ſnewn 
reſts in him from the beginning to the 
end and final conſummation of all 
things. Teſus Chriſt Yeſterday, and 
10 Day, and the ſame for Ever. 


* Ever-memorable Mr. Hales's of Eaton Seve- 
ral Tracts. 0 
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poſed, from this general view of tie 


Chriſtian Church, particularly to ſhew 
the fallacy and falſity of the principal 
arguments advanced in a book intitled, 
A Diſcourſe on the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of the Chriſtian Religion®, 

The Author herein contends and 
ſets himſelf to prove that Chriſtianity 
receives all its authority from the Old 
Teſtament, and is compleatly revealed 
there; not indeed in the obvious literal 
meaning and ſenſe of the words; but, 
as he expreſſes it, Myftically and Alle- 
gorically : and hence he inſiſts upon 
it that Chriſtianity is nothing elſe, but 
the hidden, ſecondary, or typical, or 


- © Printed at London | in Octave, 1724. 
8 myſtical, 
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myſtical, or allegorical ſenſe of the 
Old Teſtament: and as being ſuch he 
roundly calls it Myſtical Fudaiſm : 
and poſitively aſſerts further that in 


virtue of this poſition the Old Teſfament 
muſt alſo be acknowledged to be, and 
received by all men as the ſole true ca- 
non of the Chriſtian Religiam : and 
adds in further ſupport of theſe opi- 
nions, that S. Paul and the other 
Apoſtles conſtantly make uſe of the 
Allegorical proof and method of argu- 
ing, as the moſt proper means and only 
way of reaſoning in order to convince 
men of the truth of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion : and pretends moreover that 

all other methods of arguing from the 

Prophecies of the Old Teſtament and 

of bringing men to the knowledge and 

conviction of the faith in Chrift, are 

wholly neglected and diſregarded. And 

"FW Page 13. 


that 


111111 wy. TW 


that Jeſus and his Apoſtles appointed 


; Author's 


aluays Chriflian: $49 


no new Canon but refer men to be 
Scriptures of the Old Taſtament as the 
fole rule and Canon of Chriſtians ; and 
that St. Paul ſays particularly, after 
the [Chriſtian] way which ye call e 
fo worſhip I the God of my fathers, be- 
lieving all things that are written in the 
Law and the Prophets. 

And contends . that if his 
myſtical and Allegorical Application 
of the Prophecies. be falſe and ground- 
leſs, and fails to prove Chrift the true 
Mzffah, no pretended miracles what- 
ever can in the leaſt prove him to be 
fuch; as he does not anſwer the Cha- 

racters of the Meſſiah given:in the Pro- 
Zo that manifeſtly the deſign of this 
book upon the whole is, 


to ſhew that the only foundation on 


* Page 16, 
S 2 which 
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which Chriſtianity is built is weak and 
falſe, and that, the ground-work fall- 
ing, the ſuperſtructure ſinks with it— 
for he aſſerts in another place that theſe. 
pretended Allegorical proofs are no 
proofs according to Scholaftic Rules; 
that is, as he evidently hints and would 
have us believe, not conſonant to ſuch 
rules and methods of reaſoning as are 
founded on common ſenſe and ſound 
argument: and that therefore Chriſti- 
anity, which is ſupported by them on- 
ly, is void of a rational proof: and by 
legitimate conſequence is an parton 
and downright deceit. 
This Book muſt be allowed to be 
very ſubtle and dangerous: and perhaps 
the moſt confident and bold Attack 
that ever was made upon Chriſtianity : 
and the favourers and abettors of this 
ſcheme do even ſtill,” notwithſtanding 


* Page 39. 
wr the 
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the many anſwers of learned men wrote 
againſt it, pretend and vaunt, that it 
has never been ſatisfactorily and fully 
diſproved by any one; but ſtands till 
in its full force and ſtrength, and quite 
overturns the truth and credibility of 
the New Teſtament. | 
Now as I have proved fully anc 
the foregoing head of diſcourſe, that 
the Church among the Jews was pro- 
ferly Chriſtian, as to the ſubſtance, 
eſſence, and end of it, may not a bet- 
ter and more mfg argument be 
drawn from hence in anſwer to the 
grounds and reaſons of the Chriſtian 
Religion, than any that has yet ap- 
peared againſt it? As thus, be 
Church among the Jews being pro- 
perly Chriſtian, as to the ſubſtance 
and end of it, we may juſtly infer 
from hence that Chriſtianity as taught 


by the Apoſtles can in no fair con- 
2 Y ſtruction 
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ſtruction or propriety of ſpeech be call- 
ed Myſtical Judaiſm : and the at- 


E: tempting thus to deſcribe and define it, 


is only a miſ-terming and miſ calling 
it, the better to expoſe and overturn it 
under this falſe pretence and colour of 
reaſoning: it being in fact nothing elſe 
through the whole divine Oeconomy, 


as I have fully proved already, but 


ſpiritual Chriſtianity begun in the Old 
Teſtament, carried on, improved, and 
perfected ſince by Chrift its head in 
the Mew: or in other and plainer 
words, true Religion and Righteouſneſs 
made more extenſive than before, and 

brought to its full ſtandard of perfecti- 
on: for as we believe in Chriſ tbat is 
come, To the Jews heretofore believed 
in Chriſt that was to come: Feſus Chriſt, 
yeſterday, and to day, and the fame for 


eder 


: * Heb. xüi. 8. 


Refer- 
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Reference unto Chriſt being the Eſ- 
ſence of the Church, there neither is, 
nor ever was any Church but Chriſt's: 
who appeared viſibly in our fleſh, as 
himſelf ſays expreſily, not 10 4, 
but to fulfil the Law and he Prophane® f 
and to continue and carry the ſeneme 
of Religion there laid down to its 
higheſt degree and ane, of per- 
fection. 


And may it not alfo ſtom baude be 
clearly proved that the Old Toftament 
is not the only ſole true Canon of Cbriſti- 
any, but only a part of it, and that 
the Canon of the New Teflament which 
is the other part added to this by the. 
immediate Diſciples and followers of 
the Apoſtles and Chriſt, and under his 
proper authority and ſanction, who is 
the only Head of the Church, and by 


whoſe fpirit the whole Canon 1 the 


* Matt. v. 17. 
S 4 Old 
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Old Teftament was likewiſe given, make 
up together the true and compleat Ca- 
non of Chriſtianity : and are now actu- 
ally the full and perfect Law and Rule 
of the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt: 
which though always the ſame from 
the foundation of the world, was afore- 
time revealed and known but in part, 
and by a ſucceſſive light and inſtructi- 
on, as the exigencies of men required 

but in the fulneſs of time more clearly 
and even perfectly by the additional 
light and revelation of the Canon of the 
New Teſtament added to the Old: and 
which make-up now together the Law 
of all perfect Chriſtian Righteouſneſs 
and Liberty: and that ſo fully and 
perfectly, that we are told expreſſly as 
nothing ſhall be diminiſhed or taken 
from it , ſo nothing more ſhall or can 

be added unto it: and are moreoyer 


* Gal. iv. 4. 4 Matt. v. 18, 
on 
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particularly cautioned . againſt, and 

warned that no pretences of this kind 

ſhould be in the leaſt attended to or 
regarded. by us: for St. Paul writing 3 
to the Galatians fully affirms and pro 
nounces, If we or an Angel from 

Heaven. preach any other Goſpel "unto 

you, than we have preached unto you, 

let him be accurſed *, 

I ſhall only obſerve further in an- | 
2 to the grounds and reaſons of the 
Chriſtian Religion; that tis very re- 
markable that not only our Saviour 
appeals to his Yorks as proofs of his 
Divine Miſſion, but from a paſſage in 
St. John's Goſpel that many of tbe 
Jeus alſo thought Miracles alone a full 
proof of his being the true Meſſiah: 
and believed on him, and ſaid, when 
Chriſt cometh, will he do more miracles 
than theſe which this man hath done 


* Gal. i. 8. I Jobn vil. 31. 
May 
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May we not therefore, as many of the 
people of the Jews believed in Chriſt as 
the true Meſſab on account of the Mi- 
racles only which he performed in their 
fight, conclude very fairly that in virtue 
of theſe illuſtrious atteſtations, his in- 
terpretation of the prophecies ought to 
be acquieſced in as juſt and true: ſince 
theſe Miracles which he wrought prov- 
ed him to be at. leaſt a teacher ſent from 
God, and certainly proceeded from one 
and the ſelf-fame Spirit by which thoſe 
prophecies were delivered: and in fur- 
ther ſupport of this concluſion the in- 
terpretation of ſeveral prophecies given 
by our Lord, though different from that 
of the Jews, was actually and in fact 
fulfilled and verified: fo that though 
we allow :h;s Author that Miracles, as 


he expreſſes it, can never make a pro- 
phecy fulfilled, which is not fulfilled * : 
P. 32. of the grounds and reaſons, &c. 
| yet 
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yet may ſuch illuftrious Atteſtations, 
and ſeveral prophecies actually fulfilled, 


ſome in a plain and obvious ſenſe in the 


perſon of Chrift, and others in a ſe- 
condary one given by him, as was actu- 
ally the cafe, procure together full cre- 


dit to more of the fame kind, and thus 


upon the whole fully mark out and 
prove to all reaſonable men the true 
Meffiah; or Jeſus for the Meſſiab. 


And thus, I think, I have from 


theſe united arguments and proofs 
which aid and ſapport each other fully 
anſwered the Di/courſe on the grounds 
and reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion, 
by invalidating and overturning in this 
general way all the principal arguments 
on which it is founded and built; and 


here 1 ſhall ſtop and finiſh: for as the 


ſetting myſelf to obviate further every 


particular poſition and pretence, every 
circumſtance and fancy, by which the 
| Author 


— 
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Author very difingenuouſly endeavours 
to ſupport the main arguments here re- 
futed, would be only miſpending your 
time, ſo would ſuch an undertaking 
moreover far exceed the bounds and 
limits of a Diſcourſe of this kind and 
nature, 'This therefore I ſhall wholly 
wave as a taſk and work-of more lei- 
ſure, and better ſuiting the compaſs 
of a reati iſe than the ſcantineſs of a 
fermon. 


General obſervations ariſing natural- 
ly from the principles already laid down 
are, firſt, that the many and great pains - 
uſed heretofore by ſome learned men to 
prove the Jeuiſb Law generally to be 
only of a temporary obligation and 
force; and in order to this reſtraining, 
limiting, and bringing down the word 

_ everlaſting as applied to the Covenant 
therein contained and eſtabliſhed be- 
| . tween 


* 
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tween God and Man, to a temporary 
ſenſe and confined duration, was very 
diſingenuous and wrong: for this ar- 
gument as far as it reſpects the moral 
law, which I have ſhewn to be the 
very ſubſtance, eſſence, and end of the 
whole Covenant there entered into, is 
ground leſs and falſe: for that was truly 
Chriſtian as J have already proved at 
large, and was as ſuch ſtrictly ſpeaking 
an everlaſting Covenant; of perpetual 
and -unlimited obligation to all the 
faithful to the end of the world: and 
this is alſo the ſenſe of our own Church, 
which ſays and declares poſitively, That 
no Chriſtian man whatever is free from 
the obedience of the commandments (con-. 
tained in the Old Teſtament) which are 
called moral“. 

And 'tis worth noting Abu, G 
the oy _ Canon, which! in this juſt, 


Art. 7. 


com plex, 


* 
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complex, and full view, takes in and 
includes all the inſpired books of the 
Old and Mew Teſtament, will thus 
hold forth to our view and ſupply us 
with a more compleat ſyſtem of Mo- 
rality than all the Religions, Philoſo- 
phies, and Moral Lectures of the whole 
heathen world put together before the 
coming of Chriſt, could ever make up 
and furniſh; and that any objections 
were ever made to the Chriſtian ſyſtem 
of moral duties, as being ſhort and de- 
fective, mult be entirely owing to mens 
not underſtanding and conſidering the 
Chriſtian Canon in this true, complex, 
and general view; but confining their 
thoughts and reaſonings to the books 
of the New Teſtament only, ſome 
have been apt in this partial view to 
make objections againſt the compleat- 
neſs of the Moral ſyſtem of duties there- 
in contained as being ſhort and defect- 


Ss ive; 


)))) Sic. os. AE. OO. Bs. AAS. abt. on MIR, As. PE. 
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ive; whilſt others caught in the ſame - 


miſtake, have been mueh at a loſs how 


to obviate ſuch objections, though very 


deſirous and ſolicitous all the while to 
do it: but this juſt, united, and full 


view of the Chriſtian Canon, wholly 
removes the difficulty and ſets this 


point as well as others right. And 


thus are the miſts of error chaſed a- 
way by the light of Truth, as the _ 


dew by the. riſing Sun. #5 

Learn we hence alſo, as this fulleſt 
light is now given that will ever be af- 
forded to men, not to expect new Aigbts 
and illuminations; but to avail ourſelves 


of the declared will of God in the uſe 


of his ordinary, and now only appoint- 
ed means of grace; I mean by an ho- 
neſt, unprejudiced, and diligent En- 


quiry into the ſenſe and meaning of the 
Scriptures, thoſe adorable oracles of 
divine truth: not perplexing ourſelves 

| | by 
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by aiming at ſuch things as are not 
neceſſary to be known, or poſſible to 
be arrived at: much leſs loſing our- 
ſelves in the Labyrinth of the i 

ſecret will of God, to the perplexing 
the obligations of our duty,” and to the 
negle& of the only means of Salvation, 
his declared will and commands. This 
would be acting like Mariners, who 
in a cloudy night, ſhould neglect their 
compaſs, and reſolve to fail by the 
ſtars, which cannot be ſeen.” 


J ſhall now proceed by way of con- 
clufion to the practical uſes that ariſe 
alſo from this Diſcourſe: which are as 
follows. ; 

If the good men of the old World, 
who only believed in Chriſt to come, 
knew that the oblations then offered 
under the Law were federal rites; and 
deſigned to fignify the Covenant of 
mercy 
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mercy and grace between God and 
them: that the continual morning and 
evening ſacrifices were ſymbolical of his 
divine preſence reſiding among them: 
the blood of the ſubſtituted victim de- 
clarative of the heinous nature of ſin: 
the fruits of the earth, which they 
brought as offerings, to be acknow- 
ledgments of God's bounty and liberal- 
ity to them: and every pigeon and 
tururtle-dove, which they preſented in 

the temple, memorials of the accept- 
able ſacrifice of a broken and contrite 
ſpirit : and all together whiſpered the 
moral leflon, contained in the words of 
the wiſe ſon of Sirach, in their ears 
and to their hearts: He that keepeth 
the Law, bringeth oblations enough : 
He that taketh heed to the command- 
ments offereth a peace offering : He that 
requiteth a good turn, offereth fine flaw- 
er: and he that giveth alms ſacrificeth 
1 praiſe: 
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| praiſe : 20 depart from wickedneſs is 4 
thing pleaſing to the Lord, and to N 
Ja unrighteouſneſs a propitiation®. 
If, I ſay, the old World, who only 
expected and believed in Clri ;/t to come, 
thus: raiſed their minds and thoughts 
from (earthly to ſpiritual things, and 
from ſenſible objects to divine and hea- 
venly; and at that diſtance ſaw and 
lon ged for the promiſed Canaan, the 
ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt in heavenly 
places; and even begun and erected 
his kingdom of righteouſneſs here in 
their hearts and lives: let us who be- 
lieve in Chrift that is come, not fail, 
provoked by their good example, and 
in grateful reſentment of the fuller light 
and inſtruction now afforded us, ſanc- 
tify the Lord God in our hearts +: let 
us, whom he hath delivered from the 
power of fin, and tranſlated into the 


| Fal. av. 1, &c. + 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
Fx kingdom 
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| kingdom of his dear ſon*, ſet a ſtrict 
guard over all our intellectual powers, 
and not permit the leaſt idle thought 
or paſſion whatever to violate the order 
either of reaſon or grace: but place our- 


ſelves at the greateſt poſſible diſtance 
from ſin, reſiſt every temptation, every 


bad ſuggeſtion in the very firſt begin- 
nings, and in all our actions abſtain, 
as far as we can, from the very firſt 
motions, and leaſt appearance of evil. 

Nay further we ſhould alſo from the 
enjoyment of this fuller light, even the 
fulleſt that will or can be afforded us 
in this mortal life, learn and under- 
ſtand, that as the Sun of righteouſneſs 
is in its full power and glory thus riſen 
upon us, ſo ſhould it ſhine likewiſe in 
all our hearts: and become at all times 
a lanthorn unto our feet, and a „ 
unto 'our path F. 


-® Cal: i. 1g. + Pſalm cxix. 105. 
"I 1 Nay 
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Nay more, let us to whom che God 
of holineſs has fully revealed and made 
known the perfect way of holineſs, re- 
folve from henceforward to be holy in 
all manner of conver /ation*, and per- 
feft evem as our father ubich is in hea- 
ven is perfect f. | 
Had thoſe Nations, who 3 
the Sun, at firſt ſeen his brightneſs 
maſked in a cloud only, how would 
their admiration have been raifed gra- 
dually, as its veil of darkneſs paſſed off, 
and the miſts that before ſurrounded it, 
were chaſed away and He appeared in 
his fall glory and beauty to their per- 
fect fight! And what a profound ve- 
neration would they have paid it, when 
they came to behold it riding in its full 
meridian brightneſs and ſplendor! And 
in like manner our reverence to God 
in all our addreſſes to him would riſe 


* 2 Pet. iii. 11. + Matt. v. 18. 


to 
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to a greater, higher, and more exalted 
pitch, if every act of duty and worſhip 
were begun, improved, and heightened 
with the thought of him, and of his 
revealing himſelf now unto us in Srigbt 
glory, and as fitting in the fiery fame, 
and on his burning throne of hotineſs. 


Laſtly let it be always engraven on 


the table of our hearts that the Covenant 
of Grace concerted between God-and 
his Son, from the beginning of the 
world, is general and unlimited, re- 
ſpecting and regarding all perſons that 
ever did or ever will live on the earth: 
God having by the Croſs of Chriſt, as 
St. Paul expreſſes it, reconciled all things 
unto himſelf in heaven and in earth. 

And may we not only remember 
this extenſive and univerſal love of God 
and his Son ſhed forth abundantly up- 
on all men that ever did or will exiſt; 

Wt Col. i. 20. | 


T: 3 | but 
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but learn alſo from hence to put'on, as 
dear children of the ſame common in- 
dulgent father, the like generous, un- 
limited and truly Catholick Spirit to- 
| wards all men: not only towards thoſe 
who are of the ſame Church, ſect, or 
party with ourſelves, but even towards 
Chriſtians of all denominations howſo- 
ever divided in opinion, or whereſoever 
diſperſed or diſtreſſed over the face of 
the earth: and even to all men, Jews, 

Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, as our 
moſt charitable Church has taught us“: 
and to our very worſt and bittereſt ene- 
mies, as our Saviour Himſelf hath com- 
manded us to do: That all the World 
thus ſeeing and experiencing our ex- 
tenſive Charity and unbounded good- 
neſs in God our Saviour may by our 
thus letting our light ſhine before men, 
ſee our good works and glorify our father 
Collect the zd on Good Friday. 


which 
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which is in heaven*: and provoked by 
our good example be deſirous to follow 
and imitate. the ſame, and from this 
defire become in God's good time one 
fold under one ſhepherd Jeſus Chrift the 
righteous +: and be partakers together 
with us of the knowledge of God here 
as revealed by his Son, and full fruition 
of that happineſs, it promiſes to all the 
faithful hereafter: an happineſs, ſuch 
as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 


ther hath it entered into the heart of 


man ; to conceive: In fine an happi- 
neſs too great for the pen or tongues 
of men or angels to deſcribe: being 
large as our moſt extended wiſhes, and 
laſting as our immortal ſouls. Amen, 


* Matt. v. 16, Jobn x. 16, and 1 John il, I, 
Þ 2 Cor. ü. 9. 
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SER MON VII. 
Upon a Charitable Occaſion. 


Preached at the REQUEST of the 
GOVERNORS 
OF THE 
CHARITY-SCHOOLS 
| OF 
Bury St. Edmund s; 
AT 
St. Tames's Church in the Morning, 
8 
St. Mary's in the Afternoon, 
08. 12, 1755. 


283 


os a Canes Occaſion. 


Ac 


MARK xii. 41, 0 three following 


verſes. 


7 fu ſat aw. againſt. the Treaſury, 


and beheld how the people caff money 


into the Treaſury: and many that 


were rich caſt in much. And there 


came a certain poor widow, and ſhe 
threw in two mites, which make a 


: farthing. And he called unto him 


his Diſciples, and ſaith unto. them, 


verily I ſay unto you that this poor 


give part of our ſubſtance for the relief 


widgw hath caſt more in than all they 
which have caſt into the Treaſury. 
For all they did caſt in of their abun- 


dance; but ſhe of her want did caſt | 


in all that ſhe had, even all her living. 


HAT tis our duty at all times 
to be charitably diſpoſed, and 


of 
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of the poor, I need not. tel] you the 
Scripture abundantly teaches us in ma- 
ny places. It is however proper to 
note and put you in mind that in the 
inſtance before us our Lord himſelf 
ſeems to determine in what proportion 
we ought to give; for he lays ſo great 
ſtreſs on our contributing /argely to- 
wards the ſupplying the wants of others, 
as almoſt to place all the value and ex- 
cellency of this kind of Charity in this 
alone; by ſetting a value on the poor 
e s mite preferably to all that the 
rich caſt into the Treaſury. Yerily, 
ſays he, his poor widow hath caſt in 
more than all they which have caſt into 
the Treaſury; for all they did caſt in 
of their abundance; but ſhe of her want 
did caſt in all ſbe had, even all her 
living. if . 
Others had caſt in exceedingly more 
than ſhe; and indeed in compariſon 
R with 
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account if conſidered in itſelf: but yet 
as much as their offerings were moi 


valuable than hers, did her charity and 
bounty ſurpaſs theirs: what ſhe threw 


into the treaſury was leſs, but her libe- 
rality was greater: and they who con- 
tributed moſt, had leſſer praiſe than 
ſhe who gave leaſt: the occaſion of 
which aroſe ſolely from the difference 


of their liberality: by that, and that - 


only our Saviour judged of the value 
and weight of their gifts: and hence 


declared, ſhe caft in more than all they, 
which caſt into the Treaſury: for all 


they did caft in of their abundance ; 
. but ſhe of her want did caſt in all ſbe 
had, even all her living: not having 
ſufficient to ſupport herſelf, yet ſhe 
was willing to caſt in that ſhe had, and 


ſhew a readineſs to relieve, as far as 


lay in her fmall ability, others who 


were 
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were more neceſſitous: and none f 

the rich had done thus much, and 
therefore the /berality of her mean gift 
rendered her virtue greater and of high- 
er eſteem in the ſight of God, than all 
that the rich caſt in put together. 
Hence therefore it fully appears that 
our Lord does not conſider in the eſti- 
mation of our charitable actions, how 
much, or how little we give, but in 
what proportion we give: and will ac- 
cordingly judge and approve of what 
we do in this kind by our liberality. 
Be aſſured therefore, that we then 
only give bountifully, when our cha- 
rity is according and in proportion to 
our means and ability; not when, we 
think, as is commonly done, that ſuch 
or ſuch a ſum is a great deal to give 
away; and that tis more than the ge- 
nerality give; that tis as much as men, 
who are far richer, commonly give: or 
that 
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that tis more than any give upon fuch 
occaſions; + or even that it will appear 
very conſiderable to others, and even 
to thoſe to whom it is given: thus it is 
that men are apt to reaſon and judge, 
and deceive themſelves with falſe no- 
tions of the value of their charitable 
gifts: for the only true ſtandard of our 
liberality conſiſts in the proportion our 
bounty bears to our power of ſupplying 
others wants and neceſſities. I ſhall 
not pretend to ſet forth and aſcertain 
the exact proportion, in which men 
ought to give: I ſhall obſerve only ge- 
nerally that every man is himſelf the 
beſt judge of his own ability, which is 
the meafure and rule that ſhould de- 
termine him in all caſes what to give: 
and if we act according to the golden 
rule of Charity, and love our neigh- 
bours as ourſelves, it will undoubtedly 
_— this matter a great way; and in- 

. ſtruct 
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ſtruct every man that it is not enough 


to give in ſuch a ſparing manner as juſt 


to continue perſons alive, and ſenſible 


of their miſery and diſtreſs: the great 


and exemplary Charities of the day will 
teach and provoke us to do much 
more: Charities which refle&t an ho- 
nour and luſtre on this beautiful nd 
diſtinguiſhed Town. 

We e ſhould be careful not wh of 
enn the poor in their low eſtate, 
but endeayour to raiſe them aboye it, 
that through our liberality they may be 
enabled to help themſelves, and even 


in time become uſeful to others: we 


ſhould not only furniſh the ſiek with 
ſuch food as they can eat, but procure 
them likewiſe the advice and help of 
ſome able Phyſician, and all other ne- 


ceſſary accommodations, ſuch as their 


unhappy ſtate demands, 
2 | Beſides 
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| Beſides relieving. thoſe that are in 
priſon, .. we ſhould labour to ſnatch 
them out of the hands and power of 
their unmerciful creditors, _ 

We ſhould be bountiful and liberal 
to the induſtrious poor ; and according 
to the beſt of our ability relieve all per- 
ſons who labour under the hard cir- 
cumſtances of want: and in order to 
this let us not fear the waſting our 
eſtates, but be willing and ready to 
cut off every expence that in the leaſt 


miniſters to our pride or luxury: and 


be content for the ſake of others to 


abate a little of our port and appear- 
ance among men. 
Theſe uſually are the conſiderations 
which cramp our liberality, and con- 
fine our humanity and good-nature to 
that narrow channel, in which it is 
ſeen to run. 


U And 


—  - 


290 Upon a charitable occaſion. 

And while we give into theſe things, 
we ſhall always have little enough to 
ſpare for the ſervice of any others be- 
| fide ourſelves. And indeed it is ſome- 
thing wonderful that men taken up 
with theſe notions can ſpare any thing 
at all: and yet can theſe be thought 
ſuitable bounds, fit to reſtrain and di- 
rect the great Virtue of liberality to the 
poor? | 
True Charity can never be thus con- 
fined, but will like the glorious Sun it- 
ſelf {| read its beneficial and invigorat- 
ing influence and power all around: 
for if we have true and perfect Charity 
nothing can poſſibly bound our libe- 
rality, but our want of power and abi- 
lity to help ſuch as we ſee ſtand in need 
of our aſſiſtance: for true Charity will 
be liberal, and every deficiency in point 
of liberality, is a certain ſign of a pro- 
portionable want and deficiency in our 


Charity itſelf, Thus 
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Thus evidently does it appear our 
indiſpenſable duty to be liberal in fur- 
niſhing all manner of neceſſaries to the 
poor and needy, largely ſupplying their 
wants, and not ſatisfying ourſelves with 
giving them a bare hard living, but 
handſomely furniſhing them according 
to our abilities, with all the neceſſaries 
and decent accommodations of life, 
which are needful to make it caſy and 
tolerable unto them. 

Thus much for the general explana- 
tion of the Text, and the duties found- 
ed on it. BE 

The 1/} obſervation ariſing from 
hence is, that we ſhould be apt and 
forward to give in this manner; not 
only that we ſhould give liberally upon 
ſome particular occaſions, but be con- 
ſtantly ready and willing to communi- 
cate in this generous way to all who 
are in want and neceſſity. 

= HELM And 
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And if we are of this truly charitable 
' Uifpolition and really willing that others 
ſhould be made happy by partaking of 
our ſubſtance, we ſhall give thus libe- 
rally without grudging and uneaſineſs 
of mind; and with all that chearful- 
neſs which God requires: for, fays the 
Apoſtle, he who ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall 
reap ſparingly ; and he who ſoweth boun- 
rifully ſhall reap bountifully; every man 
according as he purpoſeth in his heart ſo 
let him give; not grudgingly or of ne- 
cefſity, for God loveth a chearful giver *. 

And ſuch as are inwardly willing to 
relieve others, will do it freely with 
pleaſure and delight, greatly rejoicing 
that they have an opportunity, and that 
they are fallen into the way of relieving 
the wants of any: this is evidently in- 
cluded in our being willing and de- 
ſirous to give liberally; as is likewiſe, 


* 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 


2dly, 
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 2dly, Our being always ready upon 

every occaſion which may offer; for 
what we are willing and defirous to do, 
we are of conſequence always ready to 
do to the utmoſt of our power and abi- 
lity. 

The wants of others are ſtrong and 
urgent motives with thoſe who are will- 
ing to communicate, and they will 
need no other perſuaſion; they will 
make no little excuſes when applica- 
tion is made to them; neither will 
they haſten, or keep themſelves out of 
the way, when they apprehend any 
charitable work is going on, and that 
they may reaſonably be called upon for 
their concurrence and aſſiſtance. 

The charitable Deſign, now before 
us, is of this nature and kind, and 
particularly demands our attention and 
regard, as it takes in the Charity- 
Schools of this Town, and as the ſupport 

U 3 ge. of 
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of them ſo much redounds to the ad- 
vantage, credit, and honour of the 
whole community. 

And ye all know how good and 
godlike a work it is to direct young 
perſons right, inſtil good principles in- 
to their minds in their tender and plia- 
ble years, before they take a wrong bias; 
and to put them in a way of being 


uſeful members of ſociety, of ſervice 


to themſelves and others: theſe things, 
I fay, ye know, and are ſenfible not 
only of the advantage theſe Charities 
are of to the Town in general, but 
alſo of the particular credit and honour 
they reflect on every individual in it. 
The rich and diſcerning part of this 
Auditory, I am ſure, readily ſee and 
will acknowledge and approve what 
I advance, and conſequently willingly 
and chearfully contribute to the ſup- 
port of theſe Charities out of a ſenſe 


of 
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of their duty to the community in 
general, and of that credit in particu- 
lar, which they themſelves will reap 
from the flouriſhing ſtate cf them. 
But perſons perhaps of inferior rank 
and ſmall incomes may be too apt to 
ſay, though the benefit of theſe Cha- 
rities be ſo general and diffuſive, yet 
the credit of them extends only to the 
rich and governing part of the Town, 
and that they therefore, who thus reap 
the honour of them, ought alone to 
contribute to the ſupport of them, and 
take off by this means all burthen from 
perſons of inferior degree and leſſer for- 
tunes: but pleaſe only to attend ſeri- 
ouſly to a few words, and I believe 
you will be inſtantly convinced that 
the credit of theſe Charities extends to 


perſons of low degree as well as to the 
rich, and that they therefore ought 
likewiſe to contribute their mite, with 

| U 4 the 
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the good Widow in the Text, towards 
the ſupport of them. 

Do not you of low degree, when 
you are walking the ſtreets of this 
Town, and have a ſtranger or two in 
your company, and the children of 
theſe Schools happen to paſs in your 
view, take a pride in pointing them 
out, and crying, theſe are our Charity- 
Scholars, pleaſed all the while with 
the thought that they cannot ſhew the 
like where they live? 

As therefore ye plainly acknowledge 
by this behaviour and the confeſſion of 
your own mouths that ye partake not 
only of the benefit, but credit and ho- 
nour alſo of theſe Charities as well as 
the rich, fail not to contribute alſo 
with them in your proportion and de- 
gree. Be not deterred with the thought, 
that you can give but a ſmall matter. 
Be aſſured, the many little ſums given 


ON 
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on theſe occaſions in numerous congre- 
gations, ſuch as this is, ſwell the ac- 
count more than ye are aware of; as 
many {mall ſtreams make up, and flow 
in the pride of, one large river. 

34ly, We ſhould further conſider, 
common juſtice requires this liberality 
of rich and poor, high and low, one 
with another. 

One certain Rule whereby we may 
judge what is due from us to other 
men, is to conſider what we would 
they ſhould do unto us; and all this, 
not only by reaſon, but likewiſe by our 
Saviour's injunction, we are 1n juſtice 
obliged to do to them: and not to do 
it, is to act contrary to the judgment 
of our own mind, and ſtand felf-con- 
demned : An horrible and dreadful 
ſtate indeed, and which every man 
ſhould of all things, as he tenders his 
own eaſe and happineſs, moſt cautiouſly 
ſhun! 
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ſhun! And which of us, putting our- 
ſelves into any condition of want, would 
not wiſh and deſire, think it fit and 
reaſonable, to be relieved and aſſiſted 
by ſuch as were able? Which of us 
under difficulties would not ſee the 
beauty of lending aſſiſtance to ſuch as 
had need of it? And ſhould we not be 
ready to ſay within ourſelves that we 
could not refuſe to others in the like 
caſe any help, it we were able to give 
it?—Which of us, if oppreſſed with 
difficulties in trade, would not judge 
it very commendable in a rich man to 
give us help? You therefore who are 
able, from the determination of your 
own minds, are obliged to give all the 
relief to others, which you would hope 
and deſire from them in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances: all this every man owes 
to others in common juſtice only, and 
whatever we determine they ought to 
1 do 
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do for us, we ought from our on 
judgment to do the ſame for them. 
- 4thly, Let us remember that the do- 


ing good to and confering benefits on 
others is the higheſt ſource of pleaſure 
and delight to ourſelves. The kind- 
neſs and benevolence we deal to-per- 
ſons in want of our help, are not more 
welcome and agreeable to thoſe who 
receive the advantage of them, than 
they are pleaſant and delightful to-our- 
ſelves from whom they flow. - 

| Whenever we relieve perſons in need 
and neceſſity, we alſo eaſe our own 
ſelves and appeaſe the yearnings of our 
_ own bowels. And on the other hand 
a a man muſt have diveſted himſelf of 
his nature, loft all ſenſe of feeling, all 
touch of humanity, who can be un- 
kind and unmerciful to the miſerable 
without ſome ſenſible concern, ſome 
uneaſineſs in his own breaſt. 


Men 
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Men of the beſt tempers and diſpo- 
ſitions experience far greater pleaſure 
and delight in doing good, than in all 
other gratifications of this life put toge- 
ther. Cato in Tully * declares with 
much complacency, that the good he 
had done to others was the moſt plea- 
fant, and ſatisfactory circumſtance of 
his paſt life; and the memory of it 
the beſt comfort and cordial to his old 

But the gratifications 3 _ 
folly and fin, are not only of very ſhort 
and uncertain duration, but unſatis- 
factory in the end, full of deadly ſtings 
and mortal poiſon. The immediate 
reflection upon them is pain and tor- 
ment, the end and wages death eter- 
nal. 
5:hly, As a further motive to the 
conſtant performance of the duties of 


* De ſenectute. 
Charity, 
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Charity, let it always be engraven on 
the table of your hearts, that the thus 
doing good is the great deſign and 
end of the Chriſtian Religion. 

The duties and offices of charity and 
humanity, »are-/ principally) and with 
great earneſtneſs preſſed upon his diſci- 
ples and followers by our Lord him- 
ſelf; and 70 give to thoſe that want and 
aſt, were exhortations always in his 
mouth: and that theſe acts of kindneſs 
and benevolence are the great ſubſtan- 
tial parts of his Religion is likewiſe 
very evident from his telling his Apo- 
ſtles by this ſhall all men know ye are 
any diſciples, if ye love one another; and 
by this they were known to the very 
Heathens as ſuch, amongſt whom it 
was a conſtant ſaying, ſee how the 
Chriſtians love one another. 

Some men I know there are who 
are entirely taken up with certain fa- 

T vourite 
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vourite points of ſpeculation, and ftrong 
perſuaſions of the ſoundneſs of their 
faith, over-nice orthodoxy, and the 
like: inſomuch that they have little or 
no time to do the needful acts of kind- 
neſs and charity; and indeed ſome- 
times as little value for ſuch low per- 
formances; while their particular 
ſchemes, favourite fundamental doc- 
trines, and playings of their own ima- 
gimations in gloomy and moroſe ſoli- 
tude, engage all the powers of their 
Souls. But alas! the dwelling upon 
theſe alone is not the great end of our 
Religion, which never recommends to 
us all ſpeculation and no practice, but 
is calculated for the good and happi- 
neſs of mankind: it contains nothing 
ſour or ill-natured, but is all good 
humour and chearfulneſs, love, and 
friendſhip, and a conſtant exerciſe in 
making one another eaſy and happy. 
Paſs 
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Paſs we now to a 67 motive for our 
perſeverance in well-doing, which is 
the higheſt excellency and perfection. 

It is to be like the bleſſed Anxels, 
whoſe great and continual employment 
is, to be miniſtring en —_— 
of others. © 

It is to be like the Son of God hin 
ſelf, who when he took our nature 
upon him, and lived in the w—_— 
went about doing good. 

It is to be like God himſelf, ” 
is good and doth good: and to reſem- 
ble him in that, which he eſteems his 
oreateſt glory, his goodneſs. 

To be charitable, helpful, and 15 
neficent to others, is therefore to be a 
good Angel, and a Saviour, and a 
God to men. 

Further let us FE Grader for 


our encouragement in the perſeverance 
| of 
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of this great and godlike Virtue, that 


our Lord promiſes peculiar bleſſings to 


the practice of Charity both here and 


hereafter. 


The advantages of Charity, which 
is 1 che fulfilling of the Law of Chriſt, 
even in this world are many and great. 

Tis the beſt way to derive a laſting 


bleſſing on all our undertakings, and 


our eſtates. God has promiſed to hear 
the prayers of the poor whom we re- 
lieve, and theſe will continually draw 
down bleſſings upon our Heads, And 
the good we are ſeen to do to others, 
may raiſe us up the beſt of friends in 
the day of adverſity, when all things 

elſe fail us. 
But what is all this t to the future 

great and eternal reward reſerved in . 
heaven for us, /uch as eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 


into the heart of man to conceive*? 


Daz * 1Cor. ii. 9. For 
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For God himſelf ſtands engaged for all 
be our ſure portion and reward; and 
certainly abundantl able to ſatisfy our 
largeſt demands, oe _ our” n 
extended wiſhes. > i 

Za that we have en Abe 
** and ſufheiency of God for our 
ſecurity that what we ſcatter and ſow 
in this kind will grow up to a: plentiful 


Harveſt in the other world: and that 


all our pains and expence in doing 
good for a few days here, will be re- 


compenſed and crowned with the yo 


{Ones Baka ident 
| mipphient of our riches, it were ex. 
cuſable to ſcrape hard and hold faſt; 
but ſince they are not for ever, it were 


the groſſeſt folly ny them fo fond- | 


* Dos | 
Zenn X ; | 1 


* 8 1 
— ——— —„— nn 
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It is uncertain when, but moſt cer- 


tain that in a very ſhort time, our thread 


of life will be ſpun out then we ſhall 


be rifled/and quite ſtript of all; and 


into the world We ſhall not carry 
away with us one grain of our glitter- 
ing riches, or one ſingle piece of our 
gawdy ornaments---Our houſes, fine 
gardens; and ſpacious walks muſt all 
be exchanged for a narrom coffin under- 


ground We mult for ever bid farewell 


to our pomps and vanities, to our feaſts 
and jollities, to our ſports and paſtimes 
No one of all our numerous and 
ſplendid retinue, no companion of our 
pleaſure, no admirer of our fortune, 
no flatterer of our vices will wait upon 
us: but deſolate and unattended we 
muſt go down to the chambers of the 
grave: then we ſhall find that to die 
rich is really to die moſt poor; and the 
| having 
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having carefully ſaved our money to 
have utterly thrown. it wap. 

To have been wealthy here if we 
have been illiberal and unmerciful, will 
neither profit nor help us when we are 
gone hence, but prove the unhappy 
cauſe of great miſery, and extreme 
anguiſh unto us All our treaſures will 
not procure us a ſingle favour, or pur- 
chaſe one advocate for us in that im- 
partial World: but on the contrary 
they will there proſecute us with cla- 
morous and dreadful accuſations, and 
bear ſore teſtimony againſt us---Fur- 
ther and more dreadful, they will draw 
down upon our guilty heads an heavy 
and irreverſible ſentence of condemna- 
tion---inflame our reckoning, aggra- 
vate the guilt of our fins with horrid 
imputations of unfaithfulneſs and in- 
ä gratitude, and with this load fink us 
___ in utter perdition — Not to 

2 mention 
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mention that Death himſelf, when he 


has us fairly down, will ſweetly ſmile 
at ſuch wretches as we---And: not to 
mention that our ill- managed riches 


will be left behind us as marks of oblo- 
quy and monuments of infamy upon 


our memories Men, as tis expreſſed 


in holy Writ, will clap their hands at 


us, and hiſs us out of our place; like 
perſons, who depart from off this ſtage 
of life, after having very ill acted their 
More profitable therefore, infinitely 
more profitable and better it were to 


prevent all this, by diſpoſing of our 


riches ſo in time as may beſt conduce 
to our benefit, our comfort, and laſt- 
ing honour : being very indifferent 
and unconcerned in our affection and 
love of them: modeſt and humble in 


our opinion of them: moderate and 


Obey 
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ſober in the enjoyment of them: con- 
tented upon any reaſonable occaſion to 
loſe or leave them: and 1 
moſt ready to diſpenſe with them in 
that beſt way, which God hath pre- 
ſeribed, according to the exigencics of 
humanity and charity. Ir. 

By thus ordering our riches aright 
we ſhall convert them into benefits and 
bleſſings unſpeakable: procure to our- 
ſelves friendſhip and favour, great wor- 
ſhip, reſpect, and reward in the other 
world: and our good Name will live 
in the minds of men here ever green, 
| _ ever flouriſhing. | 

;-In fac for-the buttery memory's ſake 
I ſhall recapitulate the whole in few 
words, and leave it upon your minds 
Works of charity will ftand by us 
at the laſt when all things elſe fail us 
---When all the flaſhes of ſenſual plea- 
ſure are quite extinct: when all the 


flowers 
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flowers of ſecular glory are withered 
away: when all earthly: ſplendors are 
buried in darkneſs: ' when this world 
and all the faſhion of it are utterly va- 
niſhed and gone: the' bountiful man's 
ſtate will be firm and flouriſhing, his 
righteouſneſs will endure for ever, his 
born will be exalted with honour *. 
And now may all here preſent be 
fully convinced of theſe important 
truths and of their own true intereſt, 
before they be hid from the eyes---May 
they in time know and underſtand the 
perfect way of righteouſneſs: may they 
at all times have an heart and hand 
open to the wants and cries of the poor : 
and particularly may they contribute 
liberally on this moſt charitable occaſion, 
and ſo exchange earthly and periſh- 
ing poſſeſſions for heavenly and eternal 


ones. 5 J 


* Pſalm cxii. 9. 


And 
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And that they fail not of this theis 
great Reward; Do chou, O God, write * Fi 

in thy book, in the everlaſting Volume 
of thy all- emprehending mind; te 
Charities of thy humble Servants, done 
in thy Temple before Thee, this Day, 

Amen and Amen. 
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